
John 1 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 1 opens with the eternal identity of Jesus Christ as the Word (Logos)—fully divine, the 
Creator, and the light of humanity. The chapter introduces His incarnation, John the Baptist’s 
witness, the first disciples’ calling, and the revelation of Jesus as both Lamb of God and Son of 
God. John’s prologue presents salvation’s foundation: eternal life received by believing in His 
name. The emphasis throughout is on faith, not works, and divine revelation, not human merit. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–5. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 
 
The phrase “In the beginning” mirrors Genesis 1:1, affirming Christ’s eternal existence. Logos 
(Gk.) conveys both divine communication and creative reason—Jesus is God’s self-expression. 
“The Word was with God” shows distinction within the Godhead; “the Word was God” confirms 
full deity. “In Him was life” (zōē, Gk.)—spiritual and eternal life sourced in Him alone. The light 
(phōs, Gk.) shines in darkness—truth confronting sin—and “the darkness comprehended it not,” 
meaning it neither overcame nor understood it. 
 
 
--- 
 
6–13. “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.” 
 
John the Baptist’s role was to bear witness to the Light, not to be the Light. His mission was 
preparatory, calling people to faith in Christ. Verse 12 is pivotal: “As many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.” 
“Receive” and “believe” are synonymous—faith alone grants sonship. “Born… of God” defines 
regeneration as divine action, excluding all human effort or lineage. 
 
 
--- 
 
14–18. “The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us…” 
 
The eternal Word became man without ceasing to be God. Eskēnōsen 
(Gk.)—“tabernacled”—indicates that Christ’s body was the dwelling of divine glory among men, 
recalling God’s presence in Israel’s tabernacle. “Full of grace and truth” reveals the perfect 



balance of mercy and holiness. “Grace for grace” (v.16) signifies continual 
abundance—believers receive grace upon grace. The Law came by Moses, but grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ—superior, complete, and personal revelation. 
 
 
--- 
 
19–28. “I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness…” 
 
John the Baptist denies being the Christ, Elijah, or “that prophet.” His mission fulfills Isaiah 40:3: 
preparing the way for the Lord. His baptism identified repentant Israel and revealed the Messiah 
to them, not as a means of salvation. “There standeth one among you, whom ye know not” 
exposes Israel’s blindness despite proximity to their Redeemer. 
 
 
--- 
 
29–34. “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” 
 
This declaration identifies Jesus’ redemptive purpose. The Lamb evokes Passover 
imagery—substitutionary sacrifice removing sin’s penalty. “Taketh away” (airō, Gk.) means to lift 
up and carry off permanently. John testifies that he saw the Spirit descend and remain upon 
Jesus—sign of divine approval and empowerment. “This is the Son of God” affirms His deity and 
messianic identity. 
 
 
--- 
 
35–42. “Behold the Lamb of God… They followed Jesus.” 
 
Two of John’s disciples (Andrew and another, likely John the Apostle) follow Jesus. Andrew 
brings Peter to Christ—early example of personal evangelism. “Thou art Simon… thou shalt be 
called Cephas” reveals Jesus’ foreknowledge and transforming purpose for believers. Faith 
leads to new identity, not through effort but divine calling. 
 
 
--- 
 
43–51. “Follow me.” 
 
Jesus calls Philip, who brings Nathanael. “Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?” 
expresses doubt overcome by encounter. Jesus’ omniscience—seeing Nathanael under the fig 
tree—confirms His deity. Nathanael responds, “Thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of 
Israel.” Jesus promises, “Ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and 



descending upon the Son of man,” revealing Himself as the true ladder between heaven and 
earth (cf. Gen. 28:12). 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Logos (Gk., v.1): “Word,” divine reason and self-expression. 
 
Zōē (Gk., v.4): “life,” spiritual and eternal vitality sourced in God. 
 
Phōs (Gk., v.4): “light,” revelation of divine truth. 
 
Eskēnōsen (Gk., v.14): “to tabernacle,” implying divine presence among humanity. 
 
Airō (Gk., v.29): “to lift up, remove,” expressing complete sin-bearing. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 1 presents the foundation of Christology and salvation. Jesus is the eternal, divine Creator 
who became human to reveal God and redeem mankind. Regeneration (v.13) is entirely God’s 
work; faith (v.12) is the means of receiving eternal life. Grace contrasts with Law—Law 
condemns, grace saves. The testimony of John the Baptist establishes the Lamb as the 
fulfillment of all Old Testament shadows. The chapter’s flow moves from revelation to 
reception—those who believe are eternally secure as children of God. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
Salvation begins with divine revelation: Christ the eternal Word made flesh. 
 
Faith alone—“believe on His name”—grants eternal life, not effort or ritual. 
 
Grace replaces Law as the means of relating to God. 
 
The Lamb of God removes sin’s penalty once for all. 
 



Discipleship follows salvation: believers are called to “come and see,” not to prove belief. 
 
John 1 affirms eternal security: those born of God remain His children forever, sustained by 
grace that never ends. 
 
John 2 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 2 reveals Jesus’ first miracle at Cana of Galilee and His first cleansing of the temple at 
Jerusalem. These events inaugurate His public ministry, displaying His divine authority over 
both creation and worship. The water-to-wine miracle symbolizes the transition from the 
emptiness of the Law to the abundance of grace, while the cleansing of the temple 
demonstrates His zeal for true spiritual worship. The chapter highlights faith based on revelation 
rather than signs and affirms that salvation depends on believing in Christ, not on religious 
ceremony. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–5. “There was a marriage in Cana of Galilee…” 
 
At a wedding feast, the supply of wine runs out—a crisis that would bring social shame. Mary 
tells Jesus, “They have no wine.” His reply, “Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is 
not yet come,” is respectful but indicates independence from maternal prompting. “Hour” refers 
to His appointed time of glorification through the cross. Her instruction—“Whatsoever he saith 
unto you, do it”—expresses faith in His word, not understanding of His method. 
 
 
--- 
 
6–10. “There were set there six waterpots of stone…” 
 
Jesus instructs the servants to fill the jars—used for ceremonial purification—with water. He 
transforms the water into wine, symbolizing grace replacing the Law. The number six (symbol of 
incompletion) contrasts with the perfection of His work. The master of the feast declares the new 
wine superior—illustrating the surpassing quality of the New Covenant over the old. The miracle 
signifies the creative power of the Word and the joy of salvation. 
 
 
--- 



 
11. “This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory.” 
 
This “first sign” reveals His deity and initiates the public display of divine glory. The disciples 
“believed on Him”—faith based on revelation, not on spectacle. The miracle confirms His identity 
as Creator and Messiah. 
 
 
--- 
 
12–17. “He went down to Capernaum… and the Jews’ passover was at hand.” 
 
Arriving in Jerusalem, Jesus finds the temple defiled by commercial activity. Merchants and 
moneychangers occupy the Court of the Gentiles, turning worship into profit. With righteous 
anger, He drives them out, declaring, “Take these things hence; make not my Father’s house an 
house of merchandise.” The disciples recall Psalm 69:9: “The zeal of thine house hath eaten me 
up.” His action affirms divine sonship and spiritual authority. 
 
 
--- 
 
18–22. “What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things?” 
 
Challenged by the religious leaders, Jesus responds, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.” They misunderstand, thinking of the physical structure. But “He spake of the 
temple of his body.” This foreshadows His death and resurrection—the ultimate sign validating 
His authority. After His resurrection, the disciples remember and believe His words, 
understanding Scripture through hindsight and the Spirit’s illumination. 
 
 
--- 
 
23–25. “Many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did.” 
 
These believers trusted based on signs, but their faith was immature and external. “Jesus did 
not commit himself unto them” (pisteuō, Gk., “entrust”)—He discerned superficial motives. 
Nevertheless, even simple belief in His name brings eternal life (John 1:12; 3:16). What He 
withholds is not salvation but deeper fellowship and revelation. Faith grows through continued 
response to truth. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 



 
Sēmeion (Gk., v.11): “sign,” a miracle revealing divine purpose rather than mere power. 
 
Hydria (Gk., v.6): “waterpot,” vessel for ritual purification under the Mosaic system. 
 
Oinos (Gk., v.9): “wine,” symbolic of joy and blessing; here, the abundance of grace. 
 
Naos (Gk., v.19): “temple,” used figuratively for Christ’s body—the dwelling of God. 
 
Pisteuō (Gk., v.24): “to trust or commit,” used of both human faith and divine discernment. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 2 reveals Christ’s divine authority and the superiority of grace over ritual. The first miracle 
shows that He transforms the ordinary into the extraordinary—just as faith in Him transforms 
spiritual emptiness into joy and life. The temple cleansing demonstrates His right to purify 
worship and signals the end of a system that could only symbolize righteousness. The 
resurrection prediction anchors the gospel: His body is the new temple where God and man 
meet. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
The water-to-wine miracle typifies grace replacing the Law’s insufficiency. 
 
Faith in His word, not in signs, defines true belief. 
 
The temple cleansing proves His divine authority and zeal for holiness. 
 
“Destroy this temple” points to His death and resurrection—the basis of eternal life. 
 
Superficial faith receives eternal life but lacks maturity; deeper fellowship grows through 
continued trust. 
 
John 2 affirms that salvation is freely received by believing in Christ alone, while service and 
growth flow from knowing the One who turns water into wine—transforming emptiness into 
eternal joy. 
 



John 3 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 3 contains one of the clearest presentations of the gospel. Jesus’ conversation with 
Nicodemus explains the necessity of spiritual birth, distinguishing it from physical or religious 
identity. The chapter also includes the most famous verse in Scripture—John 
3:16—summarizing salvation as a free gift received by faith. The latter section contrasts light 
and darkness, while John the Baptist affirms Jesus’ supremacy. The entire chapter centers on 
regeneration by the Spirit and eternal life by faith alone. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–3. “There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.” 
 
Nicodemus, a respected teacher, approaches Jesus by night, symbolizing spiritual darkness. He 
recognizes Jesus as a divinely sent teacher but not yet as Savior. Jesus replies, “Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” “Born again” (gennēthē anōthen, Gk.) 
means “born from above.” Entrance into God’s kingdom depends on spiritual birth, not moral or 
ethnic status. 
 
 
--- 
 
4–8. “How can a man be born when he is old?” 
 
Nicodemus misunderstands, thinking of physical birth. Jesus clarifies: “Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” “Water” symbolizes cleansing 
through the Word and Spirit (Ezek. 36:25–27), not baptism. Fleshly birth produces flesh; spiritual 
birth is the Spirit’s work. “The wind bloweth where it listeth”—the Spirit’s activity is invisible yet 
effectual, producing new life at the moment of belief. 
 
 
--- 
 
9–13. “Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things?” 
 
Jesus reproves Nicodemus for missing scriptural truth already revealed. Regeneration was 
promised under the Old Covenant but fulfilled in Christ. Only the One from heaven can 



authoritatively explain heavenly realities. The Son of Man alone “came down from heaven,” 
affirming His divine origin and preexistence. 
 
 
--- 
 
14–15. “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness…” 
 
Jesus references Numbers 21:9, where the Israelites were healed by looking at the bronze 
serpent. Likewise, the Son of Man must be lifted up (on the cross), that whoever believes may 
have eternal life. Salvation requires only faith—looking in trust to the crucified Savior. The 
healing was immediate and complete, just as eternal life is instantaneous and permanent at the 
moment of belief. 
 
 
--- 
 
16–18. “For God so loved the world…” 
 
This verse summarizes the gospel: 
 
God—the source of salvation. 
 
So loved—the motive: divine grace. 
 
The world—the object: all humanity. 
 
That He gave His only begotten Son—the provision: substitutionary sacrifice. 
 
That whosoever believeth in Him—the condition: faith alone. 
 
Should not perish, but have everlasting life—the promise: eternal security. 
 
 
“Begotten” (monogenēs, Gk.) emphasizes uniqueness, not origin. Verse 18 confirms that 
unbelief alone condemns; no works can merit or lose salvation. 
 
 
--- 
 
19–21. “Light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light.” 
 



Condemnation arises from rejecting truth. Those who practice evil avoid the light to conceal sin; 
those who respond to truth come into the light for fellowship. Faith results in life, while unbelief 
leaves one in darkness. The passage describes fellowship experience, not degrees of salvation. 
 
 
--- 
 
22–26. “After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea…” 
 
Jesus continues ministering while John baptizes nearby. A dispute arises about purification, 
showing the tendency of religious rivalry. John reminds his disciples that his role was 
preparatory; Christ must now take preeminence. 
 
 
--- 
 
27–30. “He must increase, but I must decrease.” 
 
John’s humility models the right response to Christ’s exaltation. All ministry success comes 
“from heaven.” The believer’s focus should shift from self to the Savior—worship replacing 
competition. 
 
 
--- 
 
31–36. “He that cometh from above is above all.” 
 
John testifies that Jesus’ words are truth from heaven. Believers receive His testimony and are 
sealed—assured of salvation. “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life” (present 
tense) affirms eternal possession, not a conditional process. “He that believeth not… shall not 
see life” refers to the unsaved who reject the gospel. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Gennēthē anōthen (Gk., v.3): “born from above,” denoting divine, not human, origin. 
 
Pneuma (Gk., v.8): “Spirit” or “wind,” showing invisible regeneration. 
 
Monogenēs (Gk., v.16): “unique, one-of-a-kind,” not created but eternally begotten. 
 
Pisteuō (Gk., v.16): “to believe, trust, rely upon.” 



 
Zōē aiōnios (Gk., v.16): “eternal life,” life of God’s quality, unending in duration. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 3 defines salvation as regeneration by the Spirit through faith in the Son. The new birth is 
instantaneous and eternal, unrelated to ritual or moral reform. The serpent analogy emphasizes 
that salvation is by looking (believing), not doing. God’s love embraces all, but eternal life 
belongs only to those who believe. The final testimony of John the Baptist reinforces that Christ 
alone has heavenly authority to grant life, and that believing secures it permanently. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
“Born again” means born from above—spiritual regeneration by the Spirit. 
 
Faith alone in Christ grants eternal life immediately and irrevocably. 
 
The bronze serpent prefigures salvation through faith in the crucified Savior. 
 
God’s love is universal; the promise of life is unconditional for all who believe. 
 
John’s humility models discipleship, not salvation. 
 
Eternal life is present possession (“hath everlasting life”), proving security in Christ. 
 
John 3 is the cornerstone of the gospel of grace: salvation freely given, permanently held, and 
eternally assured to all who believe in the Son. 
 
John 4 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 4 records Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman at the well, revealing His 
compassion, omniscience, and message of salvation by grace through faith. It contrasts Jewish 



religiosity with spiritual reality—salvation as a gift of God, not a system of worship. The chapter 
also includes the healing of the nobleman’s son, reinforcing faith in Christ’s word. Together, 
these accounts highlight universal grace, the necessity of personal faith, and the sufficiency of 
Jesus’ word for salvation and healing. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–6. “He must needs go through Samaria.” 
 
Jesus deliberately passes through Samaria—a region despised by the Jews—to meet one 
outcast woman. Divine necessity (edei, Gk.) shows the Father’s will guiding His mission. The 
well of Jacob becomes the meeting place of grace and truth. Jesus, weary and thirsty, reveals 
both His full humanity and divine purpose. 
 
 
--- 
 
7–14. “If thou knewest the gift of God… he would have given thee living water.” 
 
The woman comes seeking physical water; Jesus offers spiritual life. “Living water” symbolizes 
the eternal life granted through the Spirit at belief (cf. John 7:37–39). “Whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him shall never thirst” (ou mē dipsēsē, Gk.)—a double negative 
expressing impossibility. Eternal satisfaction contrasts with the emptiness of worldly pursuits. 
Salvation is described as God’s gift, not human attainment. 
 
 
--- 
 
15–19. “Go, call thy husband…” 
 
Jesus exposes her moral history not to condemn but to awaken her need. His omniscience 
proves His divine nature. The conversation shifts from sin to worship; conviction precedes 
revelation. 
 
 
--- 
 
20–24. “Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place 
where men ought to worship.” 
 
The woman raises a theological debate; Jesus redirects to spiritual truth: “The hour cometh… 
when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth.” Worship is no longer 



localized but spiritual—centered in Christ. “God is Spirit” (pneuma ho theos, Gk.) affirms His 
immaterial nature; those who worship must align with His essence, through the indwelling Spirit. 
 
 
--- 
 
25–26. “I know that Messias cometh… Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.” 
 
Jesus explicitly reveals Himself as the Messiah. The revelation to a Samaritan woman shows 
grace transcending boundaries of gender, race, and morality. She becomes one of the earliest 
witnesses to His identity. 
 
 
--- 
 
27–30. “The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city.” 
 
Her immediate response—leaving the waterpot—symbolizes leaving old pursuits. She 
proclaims, “Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did.” Faith transforms her into 
an evangelist; belief precedes understanding. 
 
 
--- 
 
31–38. “My meat is to do the will of him that sent me.” 
 
The disciples misunderstand His priorities, focusing on food while Jesus speaks of mission. “Lift 
up your eyes… the fields are white already to harvest.” Salvation of souls is God’s work; 
believers share in His harvest by proclaiming His Word. The sower (Jesus) and reapers 
(disciples) rejoice together in grace’s fruit. 
 
 
--- 
 
39–42. “Many of the Samaritans… believed on him for the saying of the woman.” 
 
Her testimony brings many to faith, but others believe directly through His word. They declare, 
“This is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.” Salvation expands beyond Israel, fulfilling 
God’s promise to bless all nations. Faith rests on His word alone, not signs or works. 
 
 
--- 
 
43–54. “Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe.” 



 
In Galilee, Jesus heals a nobleman’s son from a distance. The father believes His word before 
seeing results—faith without sight. The miracle confirms that life and healing flow from trust in 
Christ’s authority. “Thy son liveth” parallels “He that believeth… hath everlasting life” (John 
3:36)—both instantaneous acts of divine power. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Edei (Gk., v.4): “it was necessary,” expressing divine compulsion in mission. 
 
Zōn hydōr (Gk., v.10): “living water,” symbol of eternal life and the Spirit. 
 
Ou mē dipsēsē (Gk., v.14): emphatic negation—“will never, ever thirst.” 
 
Pneuma ho theos (Gk., v.24): “God is Spirit,” essence of divine nature. 
 
Pisteuō (Gk., v.50): “to believe,” trust or rely upon His word. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 4 teaches that salvation is a gift of grace, received through faith in Christ apart from ritual, 
morality, or heritage. The living water symbolizes eternal life imparted by the Spirit at the 
moment of belief—never revoked or diminished. Worship shifts from outward form to inward 
reality. The Samaritan woman’s transformation shows that salvation produces witness, not to 
prove faith but to share grace. The nobleman’s faith in Jesus’ word affirms that belief in His 
promise is enough for life and assurance. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
“Living water” represents eternal life, received once and forever. 
 
Salvation depends on belief, not ceremony or moral reform. 
 
Worship is spiritual, centered on truth revealed in Christ. 



 
Jesus’ omniscience brings conviction, not condemnation. 
 
The Samaritan woman’s faith illustrates grace to the undeserving. 
 
The nobleman’s faith in Christ’s word mirrors saving belief—trusting His promise alone. 
 
John 4 exalts the freeness, fullness, and permanence of God’s gift: eternal life to all who 
believe. 
 
John 5 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 5 presents Jesus as the Divine Son and Life-Giver, revealing His absolute equality with the 
Father. The chapter begins with the healing at the pool of Bethesda, transitions into His defense 
before hostile Jews, and culminates with profound teaching about spiritual resurrection, 
judgment, and eternal life. It highlights salvation by hearing and believing, independent of works, 
law, or ritual, and affirms that those who believe already possess everlasting life and will never 
come into condemnation. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–9. “A certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years.” 
 
At the pool of Bethesda, a multitude waits for healing. Jesus singles out one man, asking, “Wilt 
thou be made whole?” The question probes faith, not worthiness. The man focuses on his lack 
of help, but Jesus commands, “Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.” Instantly, he is healed—grace 
initiates, faith responds. Healing occurs apart from ritual or effort, illustrating the sufficiency of 
Christ’s word. 
 
 
--- 
 
10–16. “It is the sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed.” 
 
The religious leaders object to the man carrying his bed on the Sabbath, revealing legalistic 
blindness. Instead of rejoicing, they condemn. Jesus later finds him and says, “Behold, thou art 
made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.” This warning concerns physical 



consequences, not loss of salvation. Sin can bring temporal discipline, but the man’s healing 
stands as permanent mercy. Their hostility deepens because Jesus claims divine authority. 
 
 
--- 
 
17–23. “My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” 
 
Jesus’ defense affirms His equality with God. “My Father” implies unique relationship, not 
created status. The Jews understand this as a claim to deity and seek to kill Him. “What things 
soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise” reveals perfect unity, not independence. 
The Son gives life, judges, and receives the same honor as the Father. Worship of the Son 
equals worship of God Himself. 
 
 
--- 
 
24–27. “He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life…” 
 
This verse encapsulates the Gospel: 
 
Condition: hearing and believing. 
 
Result: possession of eternal life (echō, Gk.—present, ongoing). 
 
Promise: “shall not come into condemnation” (never enter judgment). 
 
Reality: “is passed from death unto life” (perfect tense—permanently transferred). 
This is positional, not experiential—salvation settled forever. “The hour… now is” refers to the 
spiritual resurrection of those who believe. Verse 25 later extends to physical resurrection for all. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
28–29. “All that are in the graves shall hear his voice…” 
 
Future resurrection divides into two destinies: “the resurrection of life” (for believers) and “the 
resurrection of damnation” (for unbelievers). Both depend on Christ’s authority as Judge. Works 
determine reward or degree of judgment but never eternal destiny, which depends solely on 
belief or unbelief. 
 
 
--- 



 
30–38. “I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” 
 
Jesus explains that His works and testimony align perfectly with the Father’s will. His miracles, 
John the Baptist’s witness, and the Father’s own declaration affirm His divine mission. “Ye have 
neither heard his voice… nor seen his shape” exposes their spiritual blindness despite religious 
zeal. 
 
 
--- 
 
39–47. “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life…” 
 
The Jewish leaders searched the Law for life but refused the One to whom the Scriptures 
pointed. Knowledge without faith avails nothing. “Moses… wrote of me” underscores that the 
Old Testament testifies to Christ. Rejecting Him reveals unbelief, not ignorance. Salvation is not 
through Scripture study alone but through believing in the One revealed within it. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Echō (Gk., v.24): “to have, possess,” denoting present, secure possession of eternal life. 
 
Krísis (Gk., v.24): “judgment or condemnation,” here denied to the believer. 
 
Metabebēken (Gk., v.24): perfect tense of metabainō, “to pass over permanently.” 
 
Anastasis (Gk., v.29): “resurrection,” bodily rising to eternal life or judgment. 
 
Martyria (Gk., v.31): “witness or testimony,” validating divine truth. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 5 affirms Jesus’ deity, authority, and saving power. Eternal life is received by hearing and 
believing—instantaneous and irreversible. Spiritual and physical resurrection rest in His voice 
alone. The Sabbath controversy reveals that grace supersedes legalism, emphasizing faith over 
ritual. Scripture points to Christ as the giver of life; rejecting Him is the only ground for 



condemnation. The believer’s security rests not in perseverance but in the immutable promise of 
the Life-Giver. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
Healing at Bethesda portrays salvation by grace—undeserved, immediate, and complete. 
 
Eternal life is a present possession, received by believing in Christ alone. 
 
The believer “shall not come into condemnation”—eternal security guaranteed. 
 
Resurrection will distinguish believers (life) from unbelievers (judgment). 
 
Scripture’s purpose is to lead to faith in Christ, not to establish self-righteousness. 
 
John 5 magnifies Christ as the divine Son who gives life to all who believe and confirms that 
salvation, once received, can never be lost or undone. 
 
John 6 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 6 centers on Jesus as the Bread of Life, the true sustenance of the soul. It opens with the 
miraculous feeding of the five thousand, revealing His divine provision, followed by His walking 
on water—signifying mastery over creation. The latter discourse at Capernaum contrasts 
spiritual faith with carnal misunderstanding, as many followers stumble over His claim to be the 
true bread from heaven. This chapter powerfully emphasizes that eternal life is received by 
believing, not by eating literal flesh or performing religious deeds. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–14. “Jesus then took the loaves; and when he had given thanks…” 
 
The feeding of the multitude demonstrates divine sufficiency. Five barley loaves and two fishes 
feed thousands—symbolizing grace’s abundance over human inadequacy. “He himself knew 
what he would do” (v.6) affirms divine foreknowledge and purpose. The miracle prefigures 



spiritual nourishment through Christ, who satisfies eternally. The people’s desire to make Him 
king reflects political, not spiritual, motives. 
 
 
--- 
 
15–21. “Jesus… departed again into a mountain himself alone.” 
 
After withdrawing, Jesus walks on the sea toward His disciples. The storm represents human 
fear; His presence brings peace: “It is I; be not afraid.” The phrase egō eimi (Gk.) echoes the 
divine “I AM,” identifying Him with Yahweh. When they receive Him into the boat, “immediately 
the ship was at the land”—symbolizing safe arrival when Christ is welcomed by faith. 
 
 
--- 
 
22–27. “Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto 
everlasting life.” 
 
The crowd follows for physical provision; Jesus redirects them to spiritual truth. “The Son of man 
shall give” emphasizes grace—eternal life is a gift, not wages. “This is the work of God, that ye 
believe on him whom he hath sent.” Believing is not a meritorious act but the means of receiving 
grace. 
 
 
--- 
 
28–35. “I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger.” 
 
Jesus contrasts manna (temporary provision) with Himself (eternal satisfaction). “He that 
believeth on me shall never thirst” confirms complete fulfillment in salvation. Faith is described 
as coming to and believing in Him—spiritual, not physical, actions. The crowd’s demand for 
signs exposes unbelief rooted in materialism. 
 
 
--- 
 
36–40. “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me…” 
 
These verses affirm the certainty of salvation for all who believe. The Father gives believers to 
the Son, and none will be lost. “I will raise him up at the last day” guarantees bodily resurrection. 
This is not about predestination to faith but the eternal security of those who believe. The divine 
will is that every believer in the Son possesses everlasting life—present and irrevocable. 
 



 
--- 
 
41–51. “The bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 
 
Jesus speaks of His impending sacrifice. The Jews murmur, taking His words literally. “Eat” and 
“drink” symbolize faith—appropriating His work personally. To “eat the bread” is to believe in His 
atoning death. Verse 47 summarizes the gospel: “He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.” 
 
 
--- 
 
52–59. “Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.” 
 
This metaphor points to faith in His crucifixion, not ritual communion. His blood represents His 
substitutionary death. To “eat” and “drink” is to internalize belief in His person and work. The 
present tense “hath eternal life” affirms ongoing possession from the moment of faith. 
 
 
--- 
 
60–66. “From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.” 
 
Many depart, offended by His teaching. Their departure proves disbelief, not loss of salvation. 
“The words that I speak… they are spirit, and they are life.” Spiritual truth must be received by 
faith, not reason. Judas remains outwardly, yet unbelieving—a contrast between profession and 
possession. 
 
 
--- 
 
67–71. “Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.” 
 
Peter’s confession expresses genuine faith. The disciples recognize Jesus as “the Holy One of 
God.” Though Judas is called “a devil,” it refers to character, not destiny at this moment. Belief 
unites one eternally with Christ; unbelief leaves one condemned already. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Egō eimi (Gk., v.20): “I am,” identifying Jesus with the divine name. 
 



Ergazesthe (Gk., v.27): “labour,” meaning to pursue earnestly, not to earn merit. 
 
Pisteuō (Gk., v.29): “to believe, to trust.” 
 
Artos tēs zōēs (Gk., v.35): “bread of life,” metaphor for spiritual sustenance. 
 
Phagēte / piēte (Gk., vv.53–54): “eat” / “drink,” figurative terms for believing. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 6 clarifies that salvation is through faith in Christ’s finished work, symbolized by eating and 
drinking His flesh and blood. Eternal life is not gained by ritual (communion or works) but by 
trusting in the crucified and risen Son. The Father’s giving ensures security, not coercion. Those 
who truly believe are permanently satisfied and preserved. Christ’s promise of resurrection seals 
the believer’s eternal destiny. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
The feeding miracle illustrates Christ’s sufficiency to satisfy all need. 
 
“Labour… for meat that endureth” means pursue truth, not works. 
 
“He that believeth… hath everlasting life” guarantees eternal security. 
 
“Eating and drinking” symbolize faith in His atoning death. 
 
Unbelief leads to departure, not loss of salvation. 
 
The Father’s will ensures that all believers are raised and kept forever. 
 
John 6 stands as a definitive defense of salvation by faith alone—received freely, secured 
eternally, and sustained by the Bread of Life Himself. 
 
John 7 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 



 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 7 unfolds during the Feast of Tabernacles, where Jesus teaches publicly amid rising 
hostility. His identity divides the people—some recognize Him as the Messiah, while others 
accuse Him of deception. The chapter reveals His perfect submission to the Father’s timing, His 
offer of living water (the Holy Spirit), and the futility of human judgment without divine 
illumination. The overarching theme emphasizes that belief brings life, while unbelief breeds 
confusion. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–9. “My time is not yet come; but your time is alway ready.” 
 
Jesus’ brothers urge Him to display His works in Jerusalem, still in unbelief (v.5). His response 
reveals divine timing—He acts only according to the Father’s will. “The world cannot hate you; 
but me it hateth” underscores moral opposition to divine truth. The phrase “My time” refers to 
His appointed hour of sacrifice. Faith operates in submission; unbelief seeks public validation. 
 
 
--- 
 
10–13. “Then went he also up unto the feast, not openly, but as it were in secret.” 
 
Jesus goes privately, not by human agenda. Among the people, debate intensifies: “He is a 
good man” versus “He deceiveth the people.” Their confusion mirrors spiritual blindness. Fear of 
the authorities silences open acknowledgment of Him. 
 
 
--- 
 
14–18. “My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me.” 
 
Halfway through the feast, Jesus teaches in the temple, astonishing the learned. He clarifies 
that His teaching originates from the Father. “If any man will do his will, he shall know of the 
doctrine” indicates that understanding spiritual truth depends on willingness to believe, not 
intellect. True doctrine glorifies God, not self. 
 
 
--- 
 
19–24. “Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.” 
 



Jesus exposes hypocrisy: they revere Moses’ Law yet seek to kill Him for healing on the 
Sabbath. “Are ye angry at me… because I have made a man every whit whole?” (v.23) rebukes 
externalism. True obedience values mercy over ritual. Right judgment arises from alignment 
with divine truth, not superficial tradition. 
 
 
--- 
 
25–31. “Do the rulers know indeed that this is the very Christ?” 
 
The people speculate about His origin, misunderstanding prophecy. Jesus declares, “Ye both 
know me, and ye know whence I am… he that sent me is true, whom ye know not.” His authority 
derives from the Father who sent Him. Despite hostility, “many believed on him,” recognizing His 
miracles as messianic signs. 
 
 
--- 
 
32–36. “Yet a little while am I with you, and then I go unto him that sent me.” 
 
The Pharisees plot His arrest, but divine timing restrains them. Jesus’ statement confuses 
them—they cannot follow Him because of unbelief. His return to the Father anticipates His 
death, resurrection, and ascension. 
 
 
--- 
 
37–39. “If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.” 
 
On the last day of the feast—when priests poured water on the altar—Jesus cries out publicly, 
offering spiritual fulfillment. “He that believeth on me… out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 
water.” John clarifies: this refers to the Holy Spirit, who would indwell believers after Jesus’ 
glorification. The invitation is universal: “If any man thirst.” Salvation and spiritual fullness come 
through faith, not ritual observance. 
 
 
--- 
 
40–44. “Of a truth this is the Prophet… others said, This is the Christ.” 
 
Division arises—some accept, others reject, citing Bethlehem prophecy ignorance. Their 
confusion highlights spiritual blindness despite evidence. The temple guards, sent to arrest Him, 
are disarmed by His words: “Never man spake like this man.” Truth disarms opposition. 
 



 
--- 
 
45–53. “Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him?” 
 
The leaders scorn belief among the common people. Nicodemus cautiously defends procedural 
fairness: “Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him?” His voice represents reason amid 
fanaticism. The chapter ends in stalemate—religion silenced by pride, grace awaiting the cross. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Kairos (Gk., v.6): “appointed time,” referring to divine schedule, not human urgency. 
 
Didachē (Gk., v.16): “teaching or doctrine,” divine instruction revealed by God. 
 
Krínō (Gk., v.24): “to judge,” used here of discernment grounded in truth. 
 
Pisteuō (Gk., v.31): “to believe, trust,” the sole condition for life. 
 
Potamoi (Gk., v.38): “rivers,” symbolizing the abundant flow of the Spirit’s life. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 7 displays the tension between human opinion and divine revelation. Jesus operates 
according to heavenly timing, not worldly expectation. The Spirit’s future indwelling (v.39) marks 
the shift from ritualism to personal relationship. Salvation and understanding depend on faith in 
Christ’s word. The Feast of Tabernacles setting underscores joy, provision, and divine 
presence—fulfilled in the indwelling Spirit for every believer. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
Jesus’ “time” is directed by divine sovereignty, not human demand. 
 
Understanding truth requires faith’s humility, not intellectual pride. 



 
The call to “come and drink” pictures faith alone in Christ for life. 
 
The Spirit’s indwelling guarantees permanent fellowship and security. 
 
Division among the people shows that unbelief stems from the heart, not from lack of evidence. 
 
Eternal life flows freely from the Savior to all who believe—living water satisfying every soul 
forever. 
 
John 8 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 8 presents one of the most profound revelations of Jesus’ identity as the Light of the World 
and the eternal “I AM.” The chapter opens with the account of the woman caught in adultery, 
displaying both perfect justice and perfect mercy. Jesus exposes hypocrisy, reveals His divine 
authority, and declares spiritual freedom through truth. The climactic statement, “Before 
Abraham was, I am,” asserts His eternal deity. The theme centers on grace over law, truth over 
tradition, and freedom over bondage, affirming that only faith in Christ brings liberation from sin’s 
power. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–11. “He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.” 
 
The scribes and Pharisees bring a woman caught in adultery, attempting to trap Jesus between 
Mosaic law and Roman authority. He stoops and writes on the ground—possibly listing sins or 
invoking Jeremiah 17:13. His reply convicts rather than condemns. One by one, they leave, 
condemned by conscience. Jesus, without condoning sin, says, “Neither do I condemn thee: go, 
and sin no more.” Forgiveness precedes transformation. The law demanded death; grace 
offered life. 
 
 
--- 
 
12–20. “I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness.” 
 
The light metaphor declares Jesus as the revelation of divine truth. Following Him leads to life 
and understanding. The Pharisees challenge His authority; Jesus affirms His testimony is true 



because He knows both His origin and destiny. “Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man” (v.15) 
shows His mission to save, not condemn. Two witnesses—the Father and the Son—validate His 
claims, fulfilling the Law’s standard of testimony. 
 
 
--- 
 
21–30. “If ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.” 
 
The phrase egō eimi (Gk., “I am”) declares His divine self-existence. Unbelief results in spiritual 
death; belief brings eternal life. “When ye have lifted up the Son of man” (v.28) refers to the 
crucifixion, where His deity and mission would be revealed. Many believed on Him as a result 
(v.30). 
 
 
--- 
 
31–36. “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed.” 
 
This section distinguishes between believers and disciples. Belief secures eternal life; 
continuing in His word brings fellowship and freedom. “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free” concerns sanctification, not justification. Verse 34 explains that sin 
enslaves, but “if the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” Freedom is 
relational and experiential, not positional salvation. 
 
 
--- 
 
37–47. “Ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no place in you.” 
 
Jesus confronts the Jews’ claim to Abrahamic descent. Though physically his offspring, they act 
like the devil—the “father of lies.” Their unbelief exposes spiritual paternity. The contrast is 
between those who “hear God’s words” and those who reject truth. The issue is moral rebellion, 
not ethnic lineage. 
 
 
--- 
 
48–59. “Before Abraham was, I am.” 
 
The dialogue intensifies. Jesus claims, “He that keepeth my saying shall never see death.” His 
enemies accuse Him of blasphemy, but He affirms His preexistence. The phrase prin Abraam 
genesthai, egō eimi (Gk.)—“Before Abraham came into being, I AM”—is a direct claim to deity 



(cf. Exodus 3:14). They attempt to stone Him, fulfilling the pattern of rejecting divine revelation. 
Jesus departs unharmed, His “hour” not yet come. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Egō eimi (Gk., v.12, 24, 58): “I am,” declaring divine self-existence. 
 
Krínō (Gk., v.15): “to judge,” here meaning to condemn; Jesus’ first coming was for salvation. 
 
Aphiemi (Gk., v.11): “to release, forgive,” complete pardon without penalty. 
 
Alētheia (Gk., v.32): “truth,” reality as revealed by God. 
 
Eleutherōsei (Gk., v.36): “shall make free,” release from bondage or constraint. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 8 reveals Jesus as both Savior and Judge, embodying perfect grace and truth. The 
woman’s forgiveness illustrates justification by grace apart from the Law. His claim to be the 
Light exposes darkness and false religion. True discipleship leads to practical freedom from 
sin’s dominion but does not determine salvation. The climactic declaration “I AM” seals His deity 
and equality with the Father. Rejecting Him results in spiritual death; believing in Him brings 
eternal life and illumination. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
Forgiveness is freely offered—no condemnation to those who believe. 
 
“I am the Light of the world” affirms Christ’s deity and saving revelation. 
 
Continuing in His word produces fellowship and freedom, not salvation. 
 
Spiritual freedom is relational, not conditional for eternal life. 
 



The contrast between Abraham’s children and the devil’s followers concerns belief, not ethnicity. 
 
“Before Abraham was, I AM” confirms eternal deity and divine authority. 
 
John 8 affirms that salvation is received through faith alone, while discipleship deepens freedom 
and fellowship within grace. 
 
John 9 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 9 records the miraculous healing of a man born blind, a vivid picture of spiritual illumination 
through Christ. The chapter contrasts physical blindness with spiritual blindness, exposing the 
hypocrisy of religious leaders who reject clear evidence. The man’s progressive 
understanding—from recognizing Jesus as “a man,” then “a prophet,” and finally 
“Lord”—illustrates the growth of faith after salvation. The central truth is that Christ alone gives 
sight, both physical and spiritual, while religion without faith remains blind. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–5. “Who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
 
The disciples reflect common Jewish assumptions that suffering directly results from sin. Jesus 
rejects this misconception: “Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of 
God should be made manifest in him.” The miracle would reveal divine purpose, not 
punishment. “I must work the works of him that sent me” shows urgency in fulfilling the Father’s 
mission. “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world” declares His role as the 
source of illumination amid darkness. 
 
 
--- 
 
6–12. “He anointed the eyes of the blind man with clay…” 
 
Jesus uses clay and saliva, not for magical effect, but to symbolize human limitation and divine 
creation—echoing Genesis 2:7. The man obeys His command to wash in the pool of Siloam 
(“Sent”) and returns seeing. Faith responds to Christ’s word even without full understanding. 
The miracle demonstrates both divine compassion and the necessity of personal obedience 
rooted in trust. 
 



 
--- 
 
13–17. “This man is not of God, because he keepeth not the sabbath day.” 
 
The Pharisees, bound by legalism, object to healing on the Sabbath. The once-blind man boldly 
testifies, “He is a prophet.” The contrast is striking: one who had no sight now sees clearly, while 
those claiming sight remain blind. The miracle forces a crisis of truth versus tradition. 
 
 
--- 
 
18–23. “His parents… said, He is of age; ask him.” 
 
Fear of excommunication silences the man’s parents. The religious authorities’ control through 
fear contrasts with the freedom Christ offers. The parents acknowledge the fact of the miracle 
but avoid confessing faith—proof that social pressure often resists spiritual truth. 
 
 
--- 
 
24–34. “Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, 
now I see.” 
 
The man’s simple testimony stands as unassailable evidence. The Pharisees resort to insult 
rather than argument. When he reasons that only a man from God could open blind eyes, they 
excommunicate him. His bold defense of Jesus reveals faith’s courage and the transforming 
power of truth. 
 
 
--- 
 
35–38. “Dost thou believe on the Son of God?” 
 
Jesus seeks out the man after his rejection. When He reveals Himself, the man responds, “Lord, 
I believe,” and worships Him. The progression from physical healing to spiritual salvation is 
complete. Faith rests in the person of Christ, not the miracle. Worship naturally flows from belief, 
not as a requirement for it. 
 
 
--- 
 
39–41. “For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see.” 
 



Christ’s presence divides humanity—those who admit blindness receive sight; those claiming 
vision remain blind. The Pharisees’ question, “Are we blind also?” elicits His rebuke: “If ye were 
blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth.” 
Self-righteousness is the greatest blindness of all. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Tuphloi (Gk., v.1): “blind,” used both physically and metaphorically for spiritual ignorance. 
 
Phōs tou kosmou (Gk., v.5): “light of the world,” divine revelation through Christ. 
 
Siloam (Gk., v.7): meaning “Sent,” typifying Christ as the One sent by the Father. 
 
Pisteuō (Gk., v.38): “to believe, trust,” personal faith resulting in salvation. 
 
Prosekynēsen (Gk., v.38): “he worshipped,” denoting reverent acknowledgment of deity. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 9 demonstrates salvation by grace through faith apart from ritual or law. Physical blindness 
symbolizes humanity’s spiritual condition; Christ, the Light, gives both sight and life. Religious 
pride blinds, while humble belief receives illumination. The healed man’s progression from 
knowledge to worship illustrates sanctification following regeneration. Divine sovereignty allows 
suffering for greater revelation, showing that God’s purposes transcend human reasoning. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
Jesus rejects the false link between suffering and personal sin. 
 
The healing shows divine grace and power to give spiritual sight. 
 
The man’s faith grows—from awareness to full belief in Christ as Lord. 
 
Salvation is personal: “Dost thou believe on the Son of God?” 



 
Worship follows salvation; it is not a condition for it. 
 
Self-righteous religion blinds, while faith in Christ opens eyes forever. 
 
John 9 proclaims that grace restores sight, truth frees the soul, and faith alone receives the 
Light of the world. 
 
John 10 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 10 presents Jesus as the Good Shepherd, contrasting His loving care with the false 
shepherds of Israel. He emphasizes His personal relationship with His sheep, His voluntary 
sacrifice, and His absolute security for all believers. The discourse also reveals His unity with 
the Father—“I and my Father are one”—affirming His deity. The theme centers on relationship, 
recognition, and eternal security, showing that those who belong to Christ can never be lost. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–6. “He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way…” 
 
The “door” represents divine authorization. False shepherds—religious leaders—entered 
unlawfully, exploiting the flock. The true Shepherd enters by the appointed way, fulfilling 
prophecy and divine approval. “The sheep hear his voice” portrays personal faith-response to 
revelation. The parable reveals His intimate knowledge and individual calling of believers. They 
“know his voice,” symbolizing discernment between truth and deception. 
 
 
--- 
 
7–10. “I am the door of the sheep.” 
 
Jesus identifies Himself as the sole entrance to eternal life. The exclusivity of salvation rests 
entirely in Him. “By me if any man enter in, he shall be saved” emphasizes universality of 
invitation and certainty of result. The thief seeks destruction; the Shepherd provides abundant 
life (perisson, Gk.)—life overflowing in grace. 
 
 
--- 



 
11–15. “I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” 
 
The adjective kalos (Gk., “good”) denotes excellence and beauty in moral character. Unlike 
hirelings who flee, Jesus willingly lays down His life. The reciprocal knowledge—“I know my 
sheep, and am known of mine”—signifies experiential fellowship. His sacrifice is voluntary, not 
coerced, fulfilling His redemptive mission. 
 
 
--- 
 
16–18. “Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold…” 
 
This prophecy includes Gentile believers, united into one flock under one Shepherd. His 
authority over life and death is unique: “No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself.” 
His resurrection validates divine sovereignty and eternal security. 
 
 
--- 
 
19–21. “There was a division therefore again among the Jews…” 
 
His words cause division—truth separates faith from unbelief. The healed blind man of chapter 
9 testifies to His works, confirming His divine compassion and power. 
 
 
--- 
 
22–30. “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” 
 
At the Feast of Dedication (Hanukkah), Jesus affirms His messiahship. The unbelieving demand 
plain declaration; He points to His works as evidence. The electing grace of God is seen in His 
relationship with believers: they hear, He knows, they follow. Verse 28 offers the clearest 
promise of eternal security: “I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” The phrase ou mē apolōntai eis ton aiōna (Gk.) 
means “they shall never, ever perish.” His hand and the Father’s hand form an unbreakable 
double guarantee of security. 
 
 
--- 
 
31–38. “I and my Father are one.” 
 



This assertion of oneness (hen, Gk.) indicates unity of essence, not mere purpose. The Jews 
recognize the claim to deity and attempt to stone Him. Jesus cites Psalm 82:6 to expose their 
inconsistency—if human judges were called “gods” by divine appointment, how much more the 
consecrated Son of God? His works authenticate His claim. 
 
 
--- 
 
39–42. “He escaped out of their hand… many believed on him there.” 
 
Though threatened, Jesus’ hour is not yet come. He withdraws beyond Jordan, where many 
recall John’s witness and believe. Faith rests on truth, not spectacle, and salvation remains 
freely available to all who receive Him. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Thura (Gk., v.7): “door” or “entrance,” symbol of exclusive access to salvation. 
 
Kalos (Gk., v.11): “good, noble,” describing moral perfection of the Shepherd. 
 
Perisson (Gk., v.10): “abundance,” referring to overflowing spiritual life. 
 
Ou mē apolōntai (Gk., v.28): emphatic double negation—“they shall never perish.” 
 
Hen (Gk., v.30): “one,” indicating unity of essence between the Father and the Son. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 10 establishes the foundation for eternal security and personal relationship. Salvation is 
entered only through Christ, the door, and rests on His voluntary death and resurrection. The 
believer’s eternal safety depends on divine promise, not human performance. The Shepherd’s 
knowledge and keeping power guarantee that no external force—or internal failure—can 
separate the believer from His hand. His unity with the Father confirms that salvation is God’s 
work from beginning to end. 
 
 
--- 



 
Free Grace Summary 
 
Jesus alone is the door of salvation; all other paths are false. 
 
The Good Shepherd gives His life freely, proving divine love. 
 
Believers receive eternal life immediately and irrevocably. 
 
“They shall never perish” affirms permanent security, not conditional endurance. 
 
The Father and Son together ensure absolute preservation of every believer. 
 
Relationship (hearing, following, knowing) flows from salvation, not toward it. 
 
John 10 exalts Christ’s deity, sufficiency, and faithfulness—the unbreakable bond between the 
Shepherd and His sheep forever. 
 
John 11 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 11 records the raising of Lazarus, the climactic miracle of Jesus’ public ministry, proving 
His authority over death and prefiguring His own resurrection. The narrative reveals His 
compassion, power, and identity as “the resurrection and the life.” It contrasts faith and unbelief, 
love and hostility, life and death. This chapter powerfully demonstrates that eternal life is granted 
by faith alone in Christ, who holds absolute power over both physical and spiritual death. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–6. “Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany…” 
 
Jesus receives word from Mary and Martha that Lazarus is ill, yet He delays two days. His 
timing is deliberate—“for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.” Divine 
purpose governs delay; love sometimes permits suffering to reveal greater truth. His love for the 
family (v.5) does not exempt them from trial but ensures divine design in it. 
 
 
--- 
 



7–16. “Let us go into Judaea again.” 
 
The disciples protest danger, recalling recent hostility. Jesus replies, “Are there not twelve hours 
in the day?”—meaning that while it is day (the time appointed by the Father), He must fulfill His 
mission. Thomas, though pessimistic, shows loyalty: “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
Faith sometimes follows even without full understanding. 
 
 
--- 
 
17–27. “Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.” 
 
Martha’s statement reveals partial faith—belief in Jesus’ healing power but not yet His authority 
over death. Jesus answers with one of His greatest declarations: “I am the resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” Eternal life transcends 
physical death; the believer’s destiny is secured forever. “Believest thou this?” invites personal 
trust, not intellectual assent. Martha’s confession—“I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of 
God”—matches the saving faith John’s Gospel seeks to produce (cf. John 20:31). 
 
 
--- 
 
28–37. “Jesus wept.” 
 
Mary’s sorrow moves Him deeply. His tears show genuine humanity and empathy, yet His anger 
(embrimaomai, Gk.) reflects indignation toward sin and death’s corruption. The shortest verse, 
“Jesus wept,” reveals the tenderness of divine compassion—God suffering alongside His 
people. 
 
 
--- 
 
38–44. “Lazarus, come forth.” 
 
At the tomb, Jesus commands the stone removed. Martha hesitates; faith struggles against 
logic. Jesus replies, “Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the 
glory of God?” After prayer to the Father, He calls with authority, “Lazarus, come forth.” The 
command demonstrates sovereign power—His voice alone imparts life. The miracle 
foreshadows the resurrection of all believers and displays His divine identity. 
 
 
--- 
 
45–53. “Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council…” 



 
Rather than believe, the religious leaders plot His death, fearing loss of position and influence. 
Caiaphas unwittingly prophesies that “one man should die for the people.” His words 
unintentionally predict substitutionary atonement. Human scheming fulfills divine purpose. 
 
 
--- 
 
54–57. “Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the Jews…” 
 
Jesus withdraws temporarily to Ephraim, awaiting the appointed hour. Passover 
approaches—God’s perfect timing for the true Lamb to die for the sins of the world. The miracle 
sets in motion the events leading to the cross. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Agapaō (Gk., v.5): “to love sacrificially,” describing divine affection for His friends. 
 
Embrimaomai (Gk., v.33): “to be deeply moved with indignation,” reflecting holy anger at sin and 
death. 
 
Dakryō (Gk., v.35): “to shed tears quietly,” expressing personal compassion. 
 
Anastasis (Gk., v.25): “resurrection,” both physical rising and eternal life through faith. 
 
Kraugē megale (Gk., v.43): “a loud voice,” denoting divine command with creative authority. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 11 confirms that Jesus Christ holds absolute authority over life and death. His delay served 
divine purpose—to glorify God through revealing His power. The raising of Lazarus proves that 
faith in Christ secures eternal life beyond physical death. His compassion shows that divine 
sovereignty and love coexist perfectly. Caiaphas’ prophecy underscores substitutionary 
redemption: Christ would die for the people, though they plotted evil. The believer’s hope rests 
in the One who is both resurrection and life, guaranteeing eternal security to all who believe. 
 
 



--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
Jesus’ delay was loving, not neglectful—meant to reveal greater faith. 
 
“I am the resurrection and the life” assures eternal life to all believers. 
 
Belief alone—not merit or ritual—secures everlasting life. 
 
“Jesus wept” reveals divine empathy for human sorrow. 
 
Lazarus’ resurrection prefigures every believer’s guaranteed resurrection. 
 
Human opposition cannot thwart divine purpose; grace triumphs over unbelief. 
 
John 11 proclaims the victory of life over death—faith alone in Christ secures eternal security 
now and forever. 
 
John 12 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 12 bridges Jesus’ public ministry and His approaching passion. The chapter opens with 
Mary’s anointing at Bethany, symbolizing worshipful devotion, and closes with His declaration 
that He must be “lifted up” to draw all men unto Himself. It includes the triumphal entry, 
prophetic reference to His death, and divine affirmation of His mission. The central themes are 
sacrificial love, the rejection of light, and the glory of the cross, showing that Christ’s death fulfills 
God’s redemptive plan and secures eternal life for all who believe. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–8. “Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard… and anointed the feet of Jesus.” 
 
Mary’s act of anointing demonstrates discernment of Christ’s approaching death and gratitude 
for grace. The costly perfume signifies devotion surpassing calculation; its fragrance fills the 
house, illustrating worship’s influence. Judas criticizes her under pretense of charity, yet Jesus 
defends her act: “Against the day of my burying hath she kept this.” True love esteems Christ 
above all material worth. 
 



 
--- 
 
9–11. “Much people… came not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might see Lazarus also.” 
 
Lazarus’ testimony draws crowds and hostility. The chief priests plot to kill both Jesus and 
Lazarus, revealing unbelief’s irrational hatred. The miracle of life becomes the reason for 
murderous envy. 
 
 
--- 
 
12–19. “Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.” 
 
The triumphal entry fulfills Zechariah 9:9, portraying the Messiah as gentle and righteous. The 
crowds shout “Hosanna” (Heb., “Save now!”) yet misunderstand His mission, expecting political 
deliverance. The disciples later perceive these events as prophetic fulfillment after His 
glorification. Religious leaders lament, “Behold, the world is gone after him,” unknowingly 
predicting the worldwide scope of salvation. 
 
 
--- 
 
20–26. “Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone…” 
 
Gentile seekers approach Philip, symbolizing the coming inclusion of all nations. Jesus explains 
that His death will bring forth much fruit—many believers through His sacrifice. “He that loveth 
his life shall lose it” refers not to salvation but discipleship—believers who cling to worldly 
comfort lose eternal reward, while those who serve Him gain honor from the Father. 
 
 
--- 
 
27–33. “Father, glorify thy name.” 
 
Jesus anticipates the cross with deep emotion: “Now is my soul troubled.” Yet His submission is 
total—“for this cause came I unto this hour.” The Father answers audibly from heaven, affirming 
divine approval. “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me” refers to His 
crucifixion, not universal salvation but universal opportunity. The cross becomes the magnet of 
grace, offering eternal life to all who believe. 
 
 
--- 
 



34–36. “While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light.” 
 
The crowd misunderstands the prophecy, expecting an everlasting earthly reign. Jesus calls for 
faith while the opportunity remains. Light rejected brings darkness; persistent unbelief leads to 
judicial hardening. 
 
 
--- 
 
37–43. “Though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him.” 
 
Quoting Isaiah 6:9–10, John explains Israel’s unbelief as fulfillment of prophecy. Divine 
hardening confirms rejection, not causes it. “Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many 
believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him.” Fear of 
excommunication silences their testimony. Verse 43 reveals the heart of compromise: “They 
loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.” 
 
 
--- 
 
44–50. “He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me.” 
 
Jesus’ final public appeal links faith in Him directly to the Father. “I am come a light into the 
world” affirms His role as revealer of truth. “The word that I have spoken, the same shall judge 
him in the last day” shows that rejection of revelation, not failure of law-keeping, brings 
judgment. His words bring eternal life to all who receive them. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Murou nardou pistikēs (Gk., v.3): “ointment of pure nard,” symbol of sincere devotion. 
 
Hosanna (Heb./Gk., v.13): “Save now,” expressing praise and messianic hope. 
 
Doxasē (Gk., v.28): “glorify,” used of divine honor through the cross. 
 
Elkysō (Gk., v.32): “draw,” meaning to attract through grace, not compel. 
 
Phōs (Gk., v.46): “light,” metaphor for divine revelation in Christ. 
 
 
 



--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 12 unites themes of worship, death, and revelation. Mary’s devotion previews sacrificial 
worship; the triumphal entry fulfills prophecy; and the voice from heaven affirms the Son’s 
mission. The “lifting up” points to substitutionary atonement, securing eternal life for all who 
believe. Belief in Christ equals belief in the Father, for their will is one. Unbelief is moral 
rebellion, not intellectual failure. The call to “walk in the light” invites fellowship and 
understanding, available to all who trust in Him. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
Mary’s anointing illustrates gratitude for grace, not meritorious works. 
 
The triumphal entry reveals Jesus as King, yet His kingdom advances through the cross. 
 
“Except a corn of wheat die” applies to discipleship and reward, not salvation. 
 
“I, if I be lifted up” offers salvation universally through faith alone. 
 
Faith secures eternal life; confession affects fellowship and reward. 
 
Jesus’ words bring life, not judgment, to believers; rejection brings accountability. 
 
John 12 magnifies Christ as the Light of the world and the Savior of all who believe—offering 
eternal life as a free, irrevocable gift. 
 
John 13 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 13 begins the Upper Room narrative, shifting from public ministry to intimate instruction. 
Jesus demonstrates servant leadership by washing the disciples’ feet, foretells His betrayal, and 
commands them to love one another as He has loved them. The chapter inaugurates the New 
Commandment and reveals divine humility—God incarnate stooping to serve His followers. The 
focus transitions from external miracles to internal fellowship, showing that while salvation is 
secured, fellowship requires ongoing cleansing through confession and humility. 



 
 
--- 
 
1–5. “Having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end.” 
 
On the eve of His crucifixion, Jesus expresses steadfast love (eis telos, Gk.)—love carried to 
completion. Though the devil had already moved Judas to betray Him, Jesus rises from supper, 
lays aside His garments, and begins washing the disciples’ feet. The act symbolizes cleansing 
from daily defilement, not regeneration. Salvation cleanses once; fellowship cleansing restores 
intimacy. 
 
 
--- 
 
6–11. “Thou shalt never wash my feet… If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.” 
 
Peter resists the act, misunderstanding its spiritual meaning. Jesus clarifies: “He that is washed 
(leloumenos, Gk.—bathed completely) needeth not save to wash (nipsasthai, Gk.—wash part 
of) his feet.” The first refers to positional cleansing at salvation; the second to practical cleansing 
through confession and repentance for fellowship (cf. 1 John 1:9). Judas, though outwardly 
among them, is inwardly unclean—illustrating unbelief amid proximity to truth. 
 
 
--- 
 
12–17. “If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one 
another’s feet.” 
 
Jesus explains the lesson: humility and mutual service mark true discipleship. The act is not a 
ritual but an example of grace-oriented leadership. “Happy are ye if ye do them” promises joy in 
obedience to truth already known. 
 
 
--- 
 
18–30. “He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me.” 
 
Quoting Psalm 41:9, Jesus identifies Judas’ betrayal as prophetic fulfillment. Even betrayal falls 
under divine foreknowledge, not compulsion. When Judas receives the sop, “Satan entered into 
him”—indicating final surrender to evil. Jesus dismisses him: “That thou doest, do quickly.” The 
disciples misunderstand, thinking Judas was sent for charitable errands. “And it was night”—a 
symbolic statement of spiritual darkness. 
 



 
--- 
 
31–35. “Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him.” 
 
With Judas gone, the focus turns to divine glory through the cross. Jesus introduces the “new 
commandment”: “That ye love one another; as I have loved you.” This love is self-giving, not 
sentimental—a pattern of sacrificial grace among believers. Such love identifies true 
discipleship, not as a test of salvation but as evidence of fellowship with Christ. 
 
 
--- 
 
36–38. “Lord, why cannot I follow thee now? I will lay down my life for thy sake.” 
 
Peter’s zeal exceeds his strength. Jesus predicts his denial, revealing that even the most 
devoted believer can fail under pressure. Yet later restoration (John 21) confirms that failure 
never nullifies salvation. Divine grace preserves despite human weakness. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Eis telos (Gk., v.1): “to the end, completely,” denoting unceasing love. 
 
Leloumenos (Gk., v.10): “bathed entirely,” referring to initial salvation cleansing. 
 
Nipsasthai (Gk., v.10): “to wash part,” referring to ongoing fellowship cleansing. 
 
Entolē kainē (Gk., v.34): “new commandment,” meaning new in quality, not existence. 
 
Agapate (Gk., v.34): “love,” self-sacrificial and volitional, not emotional affection. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 13 transitions the believer’s focus from positional truth to practical fellowship. Jesus’ foot 
washing exemplifies the ongoing need for relational cleansing through confession and humility, 
not re-salvation. His foreknowledge of betrayal and denial shows omniscience without coercion. 
The New Commandment elevates love as the supreme relational principle within the 



church—reflecting divine character. Grace-based leadership and mutual service characterize 
true discipleship. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
Salvation cleansing occurs once; fellowship cleansing is continual. 
 
Judas’ betrayal demonstrates unbelief, not loss of salvation. 
 
Peter’s denial reveals failure under pressure but not forfeiture of grace. 
 
Love for one another reflects discipleship, not a condition for eternal life. 
 
Servant leadership flows from gratitude, not obligation. 
 
Christ’s love “to the end” guarantees the believer’s eternal security. 
 
John 13 illustrates that eternal salvation rests on the finished work of Christ, while fellowship 
depends on daily humility and confession under grace. 
 
John 14 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 14 opens the Upper Room Discourse, offering comfort, assurance, and revelation of the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus prepares His disciples for His departure, promising a future home, His 
continued presence through the Spirit, and the peace of divine fellowship. This chapter anchors 
the believer’s eternal security, spiritual union, and comfort through the indwelling Spirit, 
emphasizing faith in Christ’s person and promise. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–4. “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.” 
 
Jesus addresses anxiety with faith. Trust in Him equals trust in God, affirming His deity. “In my 
Father’s house are many mansions” guarantees permanent dwelling, not temporary rest. “I go to 
prepare a place for you” refers to His redemptive work, not construction; the cross secures the 



believer’s right to heaven. “I will come again” assures personal return—rapture promise and 
eternal reunion. 
 
 
--- 
 
5–7. “Lord, we know not whither thou goest… I am the way, the truth, and the life.” 
 
Thomas voices human confusion, prompting Jesus’ exclusive claim: “I am the way” (hē hodos, 
Gk.)—the sole path to the Father. “The truth” (hē alētheia) denotes full revelation of God. “The 
life” (hē zōē) affirms that all spiritual life flows from Him. No man comes to the Father except 
through faith in Christ. Salvation is exclusive yet universally offered. 
 
 
--- 
 
8–11. “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.” 
 
Philip’s request to see the Father exposes misunderstanding. Jesus reveals that He perfectly 
manifests the Father’s nature. His works and words verify divine unity. Belief in His person 
equals belief in the Father’s essence—distinct persons, shared deity. 
 
 
--- 
 
12–14. “He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also…” 
 
Believers will continue His ministry spiritually, not miraculously identical. The greater works are 
global evangelism and regeneration through the Spirit. “Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name” 
concerns prayer aligned with His will and character, not personal ambition. Such prayer glorifies 
the Father through the Son’s mediation. 
 
 
--- 
 
15–18. “If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he shall give 
you another Comforter.” 
 
Love expresses fellowship, not condition for salvation. “Another Comforter” (allon paraklēton, 
Gk.)—another of the same kind—refers to the Holy Spirit, who continues Jesus’ ministry within 
believers. The Spirit “abides with you, and shall be in you,” marking permanent indwelling 
beginning at Pentecost. “I will not leave you comfortless” assures unbroken relationship and 
companionship. 
 



 
--- 
 
19–24. “Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me.” 
 
After His resurrection, believers would continue experiencing His presence spiritually. “Because 
I live, ye shall live also” confirms eternal security and resurrection life. Obedience flows from 
love; it is the expression of relationship, not a requirement for salvation. The indwelling of Father 
and Son through the Spirit affirms personal fellowship with the triune God. 
 
 
--- 
 
25–27. “The Comforter… shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance.” 
 
The Spirit guarantees inspiration for the apostles and illumination for all believers. “My peace I 
give unto you” denotes inner stability independent of circumstances. This peace flows from trust 
in Christ’s completed work. “Let not your heart be troubled” reiterates the believer’s rest in divine 
sovereignty. 
 
 
--- 
 
28–31. “I go away, and come again unto you.” 
 
Jesus comforts them with assurance of His return and triumph over the ruler of this world. His 
voluntary submission to the Father’s plan models perfect obedience. The chapter closes with 
anticipation of the cross yet certainty of victory—love expressed in willing sacrifice. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Hē hodos (Gk., v.6): “the way,” exclusive path of access to God. 
 
Hē alētheia (Gk., v.6): “the truth,” divine reality embodied in Christ. 
 
Hē zōē (Gk., v.6): “the life,” eternal existence imparted through belief. 
 
Paraklētos (Gk., v.16): “Comforter, advocate, helper,” title of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Eirēnē (Gk., v.27): “peace,” inner rest produced by divine reconciliation. 
 



 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 14 provides the foundation for Christian assurance. Eternal life rests on Christ’s person, 
not performance. The believer’s heavenly home is secured by His finished work; His return 
guarantees reunion. The indwelling Spirit sustains fellowship and illuminates truth. Prayer in His 
name reflects unity of will with the Father. The peace of Christ transcends circumstances, 
anchoring the believer in confidence and hope. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
“Let not your heart be troubled” expresses assurance rooted in Christ’s promise. 
 
Eternal security rests on His person—He is “the way, the truth, and the life.” 
 
The indwelling Spirit guarantees continual fellowship, never abandonment. 
 
Obedience flows from love, not as a condition of salvation. 
 
The “Comforter” ensures presence, guidance, and peace for all believers. 
 
“Because I live, ye shall live also” confirms everlasting life and resurrection security. 
 
John 14 stands as the believer’s charter of assurance—Christ’s promise of home, Spirit, and 
peace for all who believe. 
 
John 15 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 15 continues the Upper Room Discourse, emphasizing fellowship and fruitfulness in the 
believer’s relationship with Christ. Using the metaphor of the vine and branches, Jesus 
illustrates that believers already possess life (“in Me”) but must abide to bear fruit. The focus is 
not on obtaining salvation but on remaining in close communion for productivity and joy. The 



chapter also introduces the world’s hatred and the ministry of the Holy Spirit in testifying of 
Christ. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–3. “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.” 
 
Jesus declares Himself the genuine source of spiritual vitality, contrasting Israel—the unfaithful 
vine—with Himself, the perfect fulfillment. The Father, as gardener, tends the branches. “Every 
branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away” can also be rendered “lifts up” (airei, 
Gk.)—meaning He supports and restores the believer, not removes them from salvation. “Ye are 
clean through the word” confirms their saved status (cf. 13:10); cleansing through truth 
precedes fruitfulness. 
 
 
--- 
 
4–6. “Abide in me, and I in you.” 
 
Abiding (menō, Gk.) means continual fellowship, not positional union. The believer already “in 
Christ” must remain in active dependence to bear fruit. “Without me ye can do nothing” declares 
the futility of self-effort. “Cast forth as a branch” (v.6) depicts divine discipline or loss of 
usefulness, not loss of salvation. A believer out of fellowship faces temporal judgment, not 
eternal condemnation. 
 
 
--- 
 
7–11. “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you…” 
 
Answered prayer flows from alignment with Christ’s word. Abiding cultivates obedience and 
harmony with divine will. “Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit” reveals God’s 
delight in productive believers. “Continue ye in my love” sustains fellowship joy, culminating in 
verse 11: “that my joy might remain in you.” This is fellowship joy, distinct from salvation security. 
 
 
--- 
 
12–17. “This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.” 
 
Love marks abiding discipleship. “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends.” Jesus models sacrificial devotion, not a requirement for justification but an 
example for sanctification. “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you” indicates 



intimacy, not entrance into eternal life. He calls them “friends” rather than “servants,” signifying 
revelation shared through relationship. 
 
 
--- 
 
18–21. “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.” 
 
Abiding disciples will face opposition. The world’s hatred stems from rejecting divine truth, not 
personal failure. Believers identified with Christ share in His reproach. Yet persecution becomes 
proof of fellowship, not loss of favor. 
 
 
--- 
 
22–25. “If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin.” 
 
Jesus exposes guilt by revealing light. Rejection of His words magnifies responsibility. “They 
hated me without a cause” fulfills Psalm 69:4, showing the irrational nature of unbelief. 
 
 
--- 
 
26–27. “When the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father…” 
 
The Holy Spirit (Paraklētos, Gk.) continues Christ’s witness through believers. He proceeds from 
the Father and testifies of the Son. The disciples, empowered by the Spirit, will also bear 
witness. The Spirit’s ministry centers entirely on glorifying Christ, never self-promotion or 
works-based righteousness. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Airei (Gk., v.2): “lifts up” or “takes away”; context favors restoration over removal. 
 
Kathairei (Gk., v.2): “to cleanse or prune,” referring to sanctification for fruitfulness. 
 
Menō (Gk., v.4): “to abide, remain,” continuous fellowship, not salvation status. 
 
Karpos (Gk., v.5): “fruit,” representing spiritual productivity and godly influence. 
 



Paraklētos (Gk., v.26): “Comforter, advocate,” referring to the Holy Spirit’s empowering 
presence. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 15 teaches fellowship truth, not salvation conditions. Every believer is already “in Christ,” 
yet fruitfulness depends on abiding relationship—continued trust, obedience, and communion. 
Unfruitful believers remain saved but unproductive, subject to divine discipline. The Spirit 
enables fruit-bearing through inward dependence, not outward effort. Love, prayer, and 
obedience characterize the abiding life, while hatred from the world tests faithfulness. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
“In Me” denotes secure position; “abide” describes ongoing fellowship. 
 
The unfruitful branch is lifted, cleansed, and disciplined—not cast into hell. 
 
Fruit-bearing flows from intimacy, not effort. 
 
Joy, answered prayer, and spiritual vitality belong to abiding believers. 
 
Love for one another identifies discipleship, not salvation. 
 
The world’s hatred cannot undo divine favor. 
 
John 15 affirms eternal security—rooted in the unchanging Vine—while calling believers to 
fruitful fellowship through grace-filled abiding. 
 
John 16 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 16 continues the Upper Room Discourse, preparing the disciples for persecution, the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, and the transition from Christ’s physical presence to the Spirit’s 



indwelling ministry. Jesus comforts them with promises of divine guidance, answered prayer, 
and ultimate victory. The chapter emphasizes that while sorrow is inevitable, joy and peace flow 
from the Spirit’s ongoing work and from faith in Christ’s finished triumph. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–4. “These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended.” 
 
Jesus forewarns of opposition so His disciples will not stumble. “They shall put you out of the 
synagogues” foretells religious persecution, fulfilled in Acts. Their enemies will think they serve 
God—religion without truth often produces hostility. “Because they have not known the Father, 
nor me” identifies ignorance of God as the source of persecution. 
 
 
--- 
 
5–7. “It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto 
you.” 
 
His departure grieves them, but it is necessary for the Spirit’s indwelling. The Spirit’s coming 
marks a new dispensation of continual presence rather than external visitation. “Expedient” 
(sympherei, Gk.) means advantageous—the Spirit’s ministry will empower and sustain them 
beyond what physical presence could accomplish. 
 
 
--- 
 
8–11. “He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.” 
 
The Spirit’s convicting ministry exposes truth to an unbelieving world: 
 
Sin—“because they believe not on me.” Unbelief is the root of condemnation. 
 
Righteousness—“because I go to my Father.” His ascension proves His righteous standing and 
validates His atonement. 
 
Judgment—“because the prince of this world is judged.” Satan’s defeat is accomplished at the 
cross; judgment on him guarantees deliverance for believers. 
 
 
 
--- 
 



12–15. “He will guide you into all truth.” 
 
The Spirit’s role includes revelation (to apostles) and illumination (to all believers). “He shall not 
speak of himself” means His ministry is Christ-centered. “He shall glorify me” underscores that 
the Spirit never draws attention to Himself but magnifies the Son. “All things that the Father hath 
are mine” reveals unity within the Godhead and the Spirit’s role in disclosing divine truth. 
 
 
--- 
 
16–22. “A little while, and ye shall not see me… again, a little while, and ye shall see me.” 
 
Jesus refers to His impending death, resurrection, and post-resurrection appearances. The 
disciples’ sorrow would turn into joy—like a woman’s labor pains followed by new life. Their grief 
is temporary; resurrection joy is permanent. Verse 22 assures enduring comfort: “Your joy no 
man taketh from you.” 
 
 
--- 
 
23–28. “Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you.” 
 
Prayer “in My name” means petition consistent with His person and will, not mere formula. “The 
Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me” affirms direct access to God through 
Christ, eliminating priestly intermediaries. Their faith will mature from dependence on visible 
signs to confidence in His word. 
 
 
--- 
 
29–32. “Now are we sure that thou knowest all things.” 
 
The disciples profess faith, but Jesus predicts their scattering. “Ye shall be scattered, every man 
to his own… and shall leave me alone.” Yet He adds, “I am not alone, because the Father is 
with me.” His faithfulness under abandonment models divine fellowship sustaining the believer 
in loneliness. 
 
 
--- 
 
33. “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace.” 
 



This verse summarizes the entire discourse. “In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the world.” Peace and victory are positional realities secured by 
His finished work. Believers rest in His triumph, not their perseverance. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Sympherei (Gk., v.7): “advantageous, beneficial,” describing necessity of Christ’s departure. 
 
Elegxei (Gk., v.8): “to convict, expose,” the Spirit’s ministry of truth to the world. 
 
Dikaiosynē (Gk., v.10): “righteousness,” divine standard fulfilled in Christ. 
 
Thlipsis (Gk., v.33): “tribulation, pressure,” external affliction faced by believers. 
 
Nikaō (Gk., v.33): “to conquer, overcome,” signifying Christ’s decisive victory. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 16 presents the Spirit as the divine continuation of Christ’s presence. His ministry centers 
on revealing, convicting, and glorifying the Son. The Spirit’s indwelling ensures illumination for 
believers and conviction for the world. Jesus’ foreknowledge of persecution underscores divine 
sovereignty; His victory secures peace amid tribulation. Eternal security remains unshaken, for 
the believer’s peace rests on His triumph, not human resolve. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
The Spirit convicts the world of unbelief, not of failing to live righteously. 
 
His indwelling empowers believers and secures continual fellowship. 
 
Prayer in Christ’s name reflects harmony with His will, not a condition for acceptance. 
 
“Your joy no man taketh from you” affirms enduring assurance. 
 



Christ’s victory over the world guarantees peace and security for every believer. 
 
Tribulation is certain, but condemnation is impossible for those in Him. 
 
John 16 concludes with Christ’s words of comfort: salvation secure, Spirit present, and victory 
already won. 
 
John 17 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 17 is often called the High Priestly Prayer of Jesus. It provides the most intimate glimpse 
into the inter-Trinitarian relationship between the Father and the Son, revealing Christ’s role as 
Intercessor and Advocate. The prayer divides into three parts: (1) Jesus prays for Himself 
(vv.1–5), (2) for His disciples (vv.6–19), and (3) for all future believers (vv.20–26). The themes 
include divine glory, sanctification through truth, spiritual unity, and eternal security. This chapter 
confirms that salvation is complete, irreversible, and grounded in God’s eternal plan. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–5. “Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee.” 
 
Jesus’ “hour” now arrives—the cross. His request for glorification refers not to escape from 
suffering but to divine vindication through His death and resurrection. “Thou hast given him 
power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.” Eternal 
life is God’s gift, not human attainment. Verse 3 defines it: “This is life eternal, that they might 
know thee… and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” Eternal life is a relationship, not a 
process. His preexistence (“the glory which I had with thee before the world was”) affirms full 
deity. 
 
 
--- 
 
6–10. “I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me.” 
 
Christ reveals the Father’s character through His words and works. The disciples believed His 
message—saving faith already exercised. “Thine they were, and thou gavest them me” 
highlights divine ownership, not determinism. All who believe are kept by divine power. “I am 
glorified in them” shows that believers honor Christ through continued faith and witness. 
 



 
--- 
 
11–13. “Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me.” 
 
Jesus prays for preservation, not salvation. “Keep” (tēreō, Gk.) means to guard or protect. 
Eternal life cannot be lost, but fellowship and unity can be disrupted by the world’s influence. 
“That they may be one, as we are” refers to spiritual harmony, not organizational uniformity. His 
joy fulfilled in them (v.13) describes inner satisfaction from communion with God. 
 
 
--- 
 
14–19. “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” 
 
“Sanctify” (hagiason, Gk.) means to set apart for service, not to make sinless. Jesus 
distinguishes believers from the world through the transforming power of Scripture. Verse 18 
connects sanctification with mission: “As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also 
sent them.” His own consecration (v.19) refers to His dedication to the cross, securing both 
salvation and the basis for our service. 
 
 
--- 
 
20–23. “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their 
word.” 
 
Jesus includes all future believers—every generation of the redeemed. The request for unity is 
spiritual oneness rooted in shared life with Christ, not ecumenical uniformity. “That the world 
may believe that thou hast sent me” reveals that the Church’s loving unity testifies of the 
gospel’s truth. Verse 22: “The glory which thou gavest me I have given them” refers to the 
imparted honor of divine relationship, not deification. 
 
 
--- 
 
24–26. “Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am.” 
 
This verse expresses Christ’s ultimate desire—believers’ eternal presence with Him. The phrase 
“I will” (thelō, Gk.) carries sovereign authority, assuring fulfillment. Eternal security reaches its 
climax: all given to the Son will be with Him forever. The prayer ends in love—“that the love 
wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them.” Divine love permanently indwells every believer 
through the Spirit. 
 



 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Tēreō (Gk., v.11): “to guard, keep,” indicating secure preservation. 
 
Hagiason (Gk., v.17): “sanctify, set apart,” denoting consecration for service. 
 
Thelō (Gk., v.24): “to will, desire with authority,” expressing divine intent. 
 
Doxa (Gk., v.5): “glory,” the manifestation of divine excellence. 
 
Zōē aiōnios (Gk., v.3): “eternal life,” experiential knowledge of God through faith. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 17 confirms the absolute assurance of salvation and Christ’s ongoing intercession. His 
prayer reveals the believer’s security (“keep them”), sanctification (“through thy truth”), and 
future glorification (“be with me where I am”). Unity in Christ flows from shared life, not human 
organization. The Father’s love and the Son’s obedience unite in securing redemption eternally. 
This prayer—uttered before the cross—shows that salvation’s outcome rests entirely on divine 
faithfulness. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
Eternal life is knowing the Father and the Son—relationship, not performance. 
 
Jesus’ intercession guarantees every believer’s preservation and glorification. 
 
“Keep them” affirms eternal security, not conditional perseverance. 
 
Sanctification concerns service and fellowship, not earning salvation. 
 
The unity of believers is spiritual and grace-based, not institutional. 
 
Christ’s desire that we “be with Him” assures the believer’s final destiny. 



 
John 17 reveals that salvation begins, continues, and concludes in divine grace—secured 
forever by the prayer and power of the Son of God. 
 
John 18 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 18 records Jesus’ arrest, trials, and Peter’s denial, marking the transition from His public 
ministry to His sacrificial death. The chapter emphasizes divine sovereignty amid human 
betrayal. Christ willingly submits to the Father’s will while protecting His disciples. Unlike the 
Synoptic Gospels, John focuses on Jesus’ composure and authority—He is not a victim but the 
voluntary Redeemer. This passage demonstrates that salvation rests on Christ’s obedience and 
power, not on human strength or loyalty. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–3. “When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples over the brook 
Cedron.” 
 
The “brook Cedron” (Kidron) recalls David’s flight from Absalom—both betrayals mirror suffering 
under divine plan. The garden setting evokes Eden’s failure, now reversed through Christ’s 
obedience. Judas arrives with soldiers and officers, symbolizing religious and political rejection. 
 
 
--- 
 
4–6. “Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto 
them, Whom seek ye?” 
 
His foreknowledge affirms omniscience. When He answers, “I am he” (egō eimi, Gk.), divine 
authority bursts forth—echoing the covenant name “I AM.” The soldiers fall backward, a display 
of His voluntary surrender. He yields only because the hour appointed by the Father has come. 
 
 
--- 
 
7–9. “If therefore ye seek me, let these go their way.” 
 



Even in arrest, He protects His disciples. Verse 9 fulfills His earlier promise (17:12): “Of them 
which thou gavest me have I lost none.” This reflects both physical and eternal security—He 
intercedes for their preservation. 
 
 
--- 
 
10–11. “Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it.” 
 
Peter’s zeal contrasts with Christ’s submission. “Put up thy sword” demonstrates divine control; 
the kingdom advances by grace, not violence. “The cup which my Father hath given me, shall I 
not drink it?” reflects His full acceptance of redemptive suffering. 
 
 
--- 
 
12–14. “Then the band and the captain and officers… took Jesus.” 
 
Bound though omnipotent, He allows Himself to be led. Annas, the former high priest, 
interrogates Him first—an informal inquisition to gather evidence. Caiaphas, who had 
prophesied that one man should die for the people, unwittingly spoke truth of substitutionary 
atonement. 
 
 
--- 
 
15–18. “Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple.” 
 
Peter enters the courtyard through acquaintance with the high priest’s household. His first denial 
occurs as he stands among the servants, warming himself by their fire. The contrast is striking: 
the eternal Word faces trial while His follower falters in fear. 
 
 
--- 
 
19–24. “The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his doctrine.” 
 
Jesus answers openly, defending truth without self-defense. “I spake openly to the world… in 
secret have I said nothing.” His transparency exposes the injustice of the trial. When struck by 
an officer, He calmly appeals to righteousness: “If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil.” 
Grace maintains composure under abuse. 
 
 
--- 



 
25–27. “Art not thou also one of his disciples? He denied it, and said, I am not.” 
 
Peter’s denials fulfill Jesus’ prophecy. At the cock’s crow, Luke notes that Jesus looked upon 
Peter—a moment of conviction, not condemnation. Peter’s failure demonstrates human 
weakness but not forfeiture of salvation. Restoration follows (John 21). 
 
 
--- 
 
28–32. “Then led they Jesus… unto the hall of judgment.” 
 
Ironically, the Jewish leaders avoid ceremonial defilement while plotting murder. Their hypocrisy 
contrasts with Christ’s purity. They cannot legally execute, so they appeal to Rome—fulfilling 
prophecy that He would die by crucifixion, not stoning. 
 
 
--- 
 
33–38. “Art thou the King of the Jews?” 
 
Pilate’s interrogation reveals ignorance of spiritual truth. Jesus answers, “My kingdom is not of 
this world.” His rule is spiritual and moral, rooted in truth. “To this end was I born… that I should 
bear witness unto the truth.” Pilate’s cynical response—“What is truth?”—shows the blindness of 
worldly philosophy. 
 
 
--- 
 
39–40. “But ye have a custom, that I should release unto you one at the Passover.” 
 
Barabbas, a robber and murderer, is chosen instead of the sinless Savior. Humanity prefers 
rebellion to redemption. The exchange symbolizes substitution—Christ takes the sinner’s place. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Egō eimi (Gk., v.5): “I am,” divine self-identification affirming deity. 
 
Poterion (Gk., v.11): “cup,” figurative for divine assignment of suffering. 
 
Anēr lēstēs (Gk., v.40): “robber, bandit,” describing Barabbas. 



 
Basileia (Gk., v.36): “kingdom,” denoting spiritual dominion rather than earthly rule. 
 
Aletheia (Gk., v.37): “truth,” reality revealed through divine revelation. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 18 underscores Christ’s sovereign control in redemption. His arrest fulfills prophecy; His 
words demonstrate deity; His surrender secures salvation. Peter’s denial illustrates human 
frailty under pressure, yet grace restores the fallen believer. Pilate’s question epitomizes 
unbelief’s blindness. Throughout, Christ’s authority shines through every injustice—He yields 
not to force but to divine purpose. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
Jesus’ voluntary surrender reveals sovereignty, not weakness. 
 
“I am he” confirms His deity and willingness to redeem. 
 
Peter’s denial results in temporal failure, not eternal loss. 
 
Substitution is pictured in Barabbas’ release—Christ died in the sinner’s place. 
 
The believer’s security rests on the same grace that restored Peter. 
 
John 18 magnifies the Savior’s control: betrayed yet sovereign, bound yet victorious, silent yet 
redeeming. 
 
John 19 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 19 records the crucifixion of Jesus Christ—the centerpiece of redemption. The chapter 
reveals the fulfillment of Scripture in every detail, displaying divine sovereignty over human 



cruelty. From Pilate’s judgment hall to the garden tomb, Christ’s death secures eternal salvation 
for all who believe. The cross stands not as a tragedy but as a triumph, where substitution, 
propitiation, and completion converge. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–5. “Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him.” 
 
The scourging, though brutal, fulfills prophecy (Isaiah 53:5). The soldiers mock Him with a crown 
of thorns—symbol of the curse from Genesis now borne by the Redeemer. Pilate’s declaration, 
“Behold the man!” unintentionally exalts His dignity. The perfect Man stands condemned so 
sinners may be justified. 
 
 
--- 
 
6–11. “Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above.” 
 
The religious leaders demand crucifixion, but Jesus asserts divine sovereignty: Pilate’s authority 
exists only under God’s decree. The statement reveals that redemption unfolds according to 
plan, not chance. Those who delivered Him bear greater guilt, yet all remains under divine 
control. 
 
 
--- 
 
12–16. “Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.” 
 
Israel’s leaders reject their Messiah, choosing political allegiance over divine truth. Their 
statement seals national apostasy yet fulfills prophecy (Genesis 49:10). Jesus is condemned 
not by Rome’s law but by Israel’s unbelief. 
 
 
--- 
 
17–22. “And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull.” 
 
Carrying His cross signifies personal submission to divine purpose. “Golgotha” recalls death’s 
ugliness—yet from this hill flows eternal life. Pilate’s inscription, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of 
the Jews,” written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, declares His universal kingship, despite human 
scorn. 
 
 



--- 
 
23–24. “They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots.” 
 
This fulfills Psalm 22:18, confirming inspiration and sovereignty. Even in suffering, prophecy 
guides every act. The seamless robe—woven in one piece—symbolizes His unified 
righteousness, never divided or torn. 
 
 
--- 
 
25–27. “Woman, behold thy son… Behold thy mother.” 
 
In His agony, Jesus ensures Mary’s care through John. This act reflects tender humanity and 
complete obedience to filial duty under the Law. His compassion under suffering reveals divine 
love fully expressed. 
 
 
--- 
 
28–30. “After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished… said, It is finished.” 
 
The Greek tetelestai means “it has been completed” (perfect tense, Gk.), indicating a finished 
and permanent result. Redemption’s work is done—sins paid in full. The cry is not defeat but 
victory. Eternal salvation rests entirely upon this declaration. 
 
 
--- 
 
31–37. “A bone of him shall not be broken.” 
 
The soldiers break the legs of the others but not Jesus’, fulfilling Exodus 12:46 and Psalm 
34:20. Instead, His side is pierced, fulfilling Zechariah 12:10. Blood and water symbolize 
atonement and cleansing—judicial forgiveness and daily fellowship. John’s eyewitness record 
authenticates divine completion. 
 
 
--- 
 
38–42. “There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews’ preparation day.” 
 
Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicodemus, once secret disciples, boldly claim His body. Their 
actions display faith emerging from fear. The burial in a new tomb fulfills Isaiah 53:9, maintaining 
the pattern of precise prophecy and sovereign design. 



 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Tetelestai (Gk., v.30): “it is finished,” perfect tense—completed action with enduring effect. 
 
Basileus (Gk., v.19): “king,” title of authority and fulfillment of messianic prophecy. 
 
Himation (Gk., v.23): “garment,” referring to the outer robe symbolizing righteousness. 
 
Haima kai hydōr (Gk., v.34): “blood and water,” emblematic of justification and sanctification. 
 
Entaphiō (Gk., v.40): “to prepare for burial,” showing reverence in death’s defeat. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 19 encapsulates the essence of the gospel—Christ’s substitutionary, sufficient, and 
finished work. Every act fulfills prophecy, proving the reliability of Scripture. The cross satisfies 
divine justice (propitiation), secures eternal redemption (substitution), and proclaims finality 
(completion). Salvation is entirely by grace—Christ’s work, not man’s merit. His death conquers 
sin; His cry, “It is finished,” anchors eternal security. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
The cross reveals God’s grace fulfilling prophecy in every detail. 
 
Tetelestai ensures complete and permanent forgiveness. 
 
Jesus’ control under suffering confirms sovereignty and victory. 
 
No additional sacrifice or perseverance is required—salvation is final. 
 
Blood and water signify full redemption and ongoing fellowship. 
 
The burial fulfills Scripture and secures resurrection hope. 



 
John 19 stands as the unshakable foundation of eternal security—Christ’s finished work, once 
for all, forever complete. 
 
John 20 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 20 records the resurrection of Jesus Christ—the cornerstone of faith and proof of eternal 
life. Every event affirms that His sacrifice was accepted and that believers now possess 
everlasting security. The empty tomb, His appearances, and Thomas’s confession unite to 
confirm that salvation rests on belief in the risen Lord. The chapter ends with the purpose of 
John’s Gospel: that through faith in Jesus, one receives eternal life. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–2. “The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark.” 
 
Mary’s devotion leads her to the tomb, expecting to mourn, not to witness triumph. The stone 
rolled away signifies not escape but evidence of victory. Her message to Peter and John, “They 
have taken away the Lord,” reflects misunderstanding—faith has not yet grasped resurrection 
truth. 
 
 
--- 
 
3–10. “Then went in also that other disciple… and he saw, and believed.” 
 
Peter enters first, but John believes upon seeing the grave clothes undisturbed. The Greek word 
eiden (Gk., “saw”) means “perceived with understanding.” The linen wrappings lay intact—proof 
that the body was not stolen but transformed. Verse 9 clarifies: they did not yet fully 
comprehend the Scripture that He must rise again. Faith dawns gradually, grounded in divine 
revelation. 
 
 
--- 
 
11–18. “Jesus saith unto her, Mary.” 
 



Mary’s sorrow turns to joy when the risen Christ calls her by name. Recognition comes through 
relationship, not sight. “Touch me not” (mē mou haptou, Gk.) means “Do not cling to me,” 
indicating that His glorified state has begun and His relationship with believers will now be 
spiritual through the Spirit. “Go to my brethren” introduces a new term—believers are now 
brothers in resurrection life. The relationship has changed from servants to family. 
 
 
--- 
 
19–23. “Then the same day at evening… came Jesus and stood in the midst.” 
 
The locked doors emphasize His glorified body—material yet unrestricted. “Peace be unto you” 
fulfills His promise (14:27). He shows them His hands and side as credentials of identity and 
atonement. “As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you” commissions them for testimony. 
Verse 22: “He breathed on them” symbolizes imparted spiritual life and anticipates Pentecost’s 
empowerment. 
 
 
--- 
 
24–29. “Thomas… was not with them.” 
 
Thomas’s skepticism illustrates the tension between reason and revelation. “Except I shall 
see… I will not believe” reveals the limits of empirical faith. Jesus graciously meets his 
condition: “Reach hither thy finger.” Thomas’s confession, “My Lord and my God,” (ho kurios 
mou kai ho theos mou, Gk.) stands as one of the strongest affirmations of Christ’s deity. Verse 
29 highlights saving faith’s nature: blessed are those who believe without seeing—trust based 
on testimony, not evidence. 
 
 
--- 
 
30–31. “These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 
that believing ye might have life through his name.” 
 
This is John’s purpose statement. Eternal life is granted through belief alone—no mention of 
works, commitment, or endurance. Faith’s object is the person of Christ; its result is eternal life. 
“Through his name” signifies faith in His authority, deity, and finished work. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 



Eiden (Gk., v.8): “saw, perceived with understanding,” signifying intelligent faith. 
 
Mē mou haptou (Gk., v.17): “stop clinging to me,” recognizing a new spiritual relationship. 
 
Eirēnē (Gk., v.19): “peace,” restored harmony through reconciliation. 
 
Emphysaō (Gk., v.22): “to breathe upon,” recalling Genesis 2:7—symbol of new spiritual life. 
 
Ho kurios mou kai ho theos mou (Gk., v.28): “my Lord and my God,” explicit confession of deity. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 20 proves that salvation rests on faith in the risen Christ. The resurrection validates His 
deity and the sufficiency of His sacrifice. Believers are not saved by experiences or 
appearances but by trusting the testimony of Scripture. The chapter affirms eternal security: the 
resurrection guarantees justification (Romans 4:25) and ensures that believers share in His 
indestructible life. Christ’s greeting of peace and His breath of life symbolize fellowship restored, 
not re-salvation. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
The resurrection confirms the permanence of redemption—sin debt fully paid. 
 
Faith alone secures eternal life (v.31); works are absent. 
 
“Peace be unto you” reflects reconciliation already accomplished. 
 
Thomas’s confession shows salvation rests on belief in Jesus’ identity and authority. 
 
The risen Christ calls believers His brethren, confirming their secure family status. 
 
The resurrection life is the believer’s assurance of unbreakable union with Christ. 
 
John 20 completes the gospel message: faith in the risen Son brings eternal life, unearned, 
unending, and unshakable. 
 
John 21 – Study Notes 



 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
John 21 provides the epilogue to the Gospel, showing the risen Christ restoring, commissioning, 
and fellowshipping with His disciples. The chapter emphasizes grace toward failure, renewal of 
purpose, and eternal assurance of belonging. Through the miraculous catch of fish and Peter’s 
restoration, Jesus teaches that His relationship with believers is unbroken—even when 
fellowship is temporarily lost through sin. Eternal security remains intact while service and 
fellowship are lovingly renewed. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–3. “After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias.” 
 
Seven disciples return to fishing, uncertain of their future. Peter’s decision to resume his old 
occupation reflects discouragement, not apostasy. Despite their efforts, they catch 
nothing—symbolizing fruitless labor apart from dependence on Christ. 
 
 
--- 
 
4–6. “Jesus stood on the shore… Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find.” 
 
Christ’s command results in abundance, recalling their first call in Luke 5. The miracle illustrates 
that spiritual success depends entirely on obedience to divine direction. “They were not able to 
draw it for the multitude of fishes” shows that grace, not skill, produces fruitfulness. 
 
 
--- 
 
7–11. “It is the Lord!” 
 
John recognizes Jesus first—spiritual perception precedes physical recognition. Peter’s 
impulsive leap into the sea shows affection restored despite former failure. The unbroken net 
containing 153 fish symbolizes complete and preserved blessing—none lost, echoing John 
6:39. 
 
 
--- 
 



12–14. “Come and dine.” 
 
Jesus prepares a meal, displaying intimate fellowship and provision. The risen Lord serves His 
disciples, affirming relationship over reproach. His ministry continues in love and 
nourishment—grace providing both forgiveness and fellowship. 
 
 
--- 
 
15–17. “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?” 
 
Three questions correspond to Peter’s three denials. Jesus uses agapaō (Gk.) and phileō (Gk.) 
interchangeably, revealing not degrees of love but restoration of fellowship. “Feed my lambs… 
shepherd my sheep… feed my sheep” commissions Peter for pastoral care, emphasizing 
service as gratitude, not guilt. Restoration replaces shame with purpose. 
 
 
--- 
 
18–19. “When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself… but when thou shalt be old, another 
shall gird thee.” 
 
Christ predicts Peter’s martyrdom, indicating future faithfulness. The call “Follow me” reinstates 
discipleship. Grace not only forgives but also recommissions the repentant believer for lifelong 
usefulness. 
 
 
--- 
 
20–23. “Lord, and what shall this man do?” 
 
Peter’s curiosity about John’s future draws a gentle rebuke: “What is that to thee? Follow thou 
me.” Each believer’s calling is individual; comparison hinders service. The rumor that John 
would not die was a misunderstanding, highlighting the need to interpret Jesus’ words carefully. 
 
 
--- 
 
24–25. “This is the disciple which testifieth of these things.” 
 
John affirms his eyewitness authority and the selective nature of the Gospel record. The 
statement that “the world itself could not contain the books” poetically conveys the infinite 
significance of Christ’s works. His revelation is sufficient for faith and assurance. 
 



 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Agapaō (Gk., v.15): “to love selflessly,” divine devotion rooted in will. 
 
Phileō (Gk., v.17): “to love affectionately,” relational warmth and friendship. 
 
Boske (Gk., v.15): “feed,” referring to spiritual nourishment of believers. 
 
Poimaine (Gk., v.16): “shepherd,” denoting care and oversight of the flock. 
 
Akolouthei moi (Gk., v.19): “follow me,” ongoing discipleship and obedience. 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
John 21 portrays restoration under grace, not re-salvation after failure. Peter never lost eternal 
life, only fellowship and confidence. The risen Christ demonstrates that His call endures despite 
human weakness. Service flows from restored relationship, not obligation. The unbroken net 
signifies that no believer will be lost—eternal security remains absolute. Grace reclaims the 
fallen, restores purpose, and refocuses discipleship on Christ alone. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
Peter’s failure did not nullify his salvation—grace restores, not replaces. 
 
“It is the Lord” highlights recognition through revelation, not performance. 
 
The miraculous catch depicts divine sufficiency and secure preservation. 
 
Jesus’ threefold question renews fellowship, not requalification for eternal life. 
 
Discipleship is personal—“Follow me” calls believers to service, not to earn salvation. 
 
The chapter closes John’s Gospel affirming that eternal life is secure, while fellowship and 
fruitfulness depend on abiding in grace. 



 
John 21 ends with unshakable assurance: Christ finishes what He began, and His love never 
lets go. 


