Matthew 1 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew begins his Gospel by establishing Jesus Christ as the fulfilment of God’s covenant
promises to Israel. Writing to a Jewish audience, Matthew presents Jesus as both the Son of
David (the rightful heir to the throne) and the Son of Abraham (the source of blessing to all
nations). The genealogy (vv.1-17) affirms divine faithfulness through flawed humanity, while the
virgin birth narrative (vv.18-25) declares that salvation originates from God alone, not human
effort. The incarnation reveals the meeting point of deity and humanity—God entering history to
redeem mankind through grace.

1. “The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.”

Matthew introduces Jesus as the fulfillment of both the Davidic and Abrahamic covenants.
“Jesus” (Iésous, Gk.) means “Yahweh saves.” “Son of David” confirms His messianic kingship;
“son of Abraham” links Him to God’s redemptive plan for the world. Christ’s identity as Savior
and King reveals divine initiative, not human merit.

2—6. “Abraham begat Isaac... Jesse begat David the king.”

This first genealogy section (Abraham to David) displays God’s grace working through human
imperfection. The mention of women—Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba—shows God’s
mercy toward sinners and Gentiles. The lineage underscores that grace transcends gender,
status, and morality, reflecting the inclusive scope of salvation.

7-11. “And Solomon begat Roboam... unto the carrying away into Babylon.”

The second section (David to the exile) highlights Israel’s decline under sin. Even as the
monarchy fell and judgment came, God’s covenant with David stood unbroken. The Babylonian
captivity demonstrates divine discipline without forfeiting divine promise—God’s faithfulness
endures despite human failure.

12—-16. “And after they were brought to Babylon... Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was
born Jesus, who is called Christ.”

The third section (post-exile to Christ) portrays obscurity until Joseph. The phrase ex hés
egennéthé (Gk.)—“of whom was born” (feminine singular)—excludes Joseph as the physical



father, affirming the virgin birth. Jesus’ legal lineage comes through Joseph, His physical origin
from the Holy Spirit through Mary.

17. “So all the generations from Abraham to David... are fourteen generations.”

Matthew arranges the genealogy in three groups of fourteen for structure and symbolism. It
demonstrates order in God’s redemptive timeline: covenant (Abraham), kingdom (David), and
Christ (fulfillment). God’s plan unfolds in precision through the ages.

18. “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise...”

The term gennésis (Gk.) means “origin” or “birth,” linking the incarnation to divine creation.
Matthew transitions from lineage to the miracle of divine conception—grace entering human
history to accomplish redemption.

19. “Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public
example...”

“Just” (dikaios, Gk.) means righteous in character yet merciful in response. Joseph chooses
compassion over legal retribution, exemplifying godly grace. His faith-based integrity mirrors
divine righteousness expressed through mercy.

20. “But while he thought on these things... the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a
dream.”

God reassures Joseph by revelation. “Fear not” (mé phobéthés, Gk.) instructs faith over fear.
The conception is “of the Holy Ghost,” confirming divine origin. Salvation begins entirely with
God’s initiative, not human participation.

21. “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS...”

Iésous (Gk., from Heb. Yehoshua) means “Yahweh saves.” The verb sosei (Gk.)—“He shall
save”—is future active, expressing divine certainty. Christ’'s mission is redemption from sin’s
penalty, not political deliverance. Salvation is spiritual and eternal, received through faith alone.

22-23. “Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled... Behold, a virgin shall be with child...”

Matthew cites Isaiah 7:14. “Virgin” (parthenos, Gk.) verifies miraculous conception and sinless
humanity. “Emmanuel” (Emmanouél, Gk.) means “God with us,” emphasizing divine presence in
human form. The prophecy demonstrates that Jesus is both God and man—the incarnate
fulfillment of promise.



24-25. “Then Joseph... did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him...”
Joseph’s obedience flows from faith. “Knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son”

safeguards the integrity of the virgin birth. Naming the child “Jesus” legally affirms His messianic
identity and Joseph’s acceptance of God’s redemptive plan.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes
Biblos geneseds (Gk., v.1): “record of origins”; signifies a new beginning in Christ.
Iésous Christos (Gk., v.1): “Jesus the Messiah,” the anointed King and Savior.

Ex hés egennéthé (Gk., v.16): feminine singular—“of whom was born”; confirms divine
conception through Mary alone.

Parthenos (Gk., v.23): “virgin”; highlights miraculous conception apart from human agency.
Emmanouél (Gk., v.23): “God with us”; underscores deity indwelling humanity.

Sosei (Gk., v.21): “He shall save”; guarantees the certainty and completeness of divine
redemption.

Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 1 unites covenant promise and divine grace in the person of Jesus Christ. The
genealogy demonstrates God’s unbroken faithfulness through sinful generations, while the virgin
birth reveals that redemption is entirely the work of God. Jesus fulfills the covenants, combining
royal authority and divine salvation. His birth confirms that eternal life depends not on heritage,
law, or merit—but solely on faith in the One who came “to save His people from their sins.”

Free Grace Summary

Salvation originates from God’s initiative and is received by faith alone (v.21).



The genealogy highlights grace operating through sinners and Gentiles.
The virgin birth ensures Christ’s sinless humanity and divine nature.
Eternal security rests on the unchanging promise of God, not human effort.

Joseph'’s faith produced obedience, illustrating that service flows from assurance—not as a
condition for salvation.

Matthew 2 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 2 presents the early life of Jesus and the unfolding of divine protection amid human
hostility. The chapter contrasts the humble worship of the Magi with the jealous cruelty of Herod.
Each event fulfills prophecy and highlights God’s sovereign guidance over Christ’s early years.
Through angelic warnings, divine provision, and prophetic fulfillment, Matthew demonstrates
that Jesus is the promised King of Israel, born under threat but preserved by God’s plan. The
chapter emphasizes grace and providence, revealing how God’s purposes advance even
through human opposition.

1. “Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem.”

Bethlehem, meaning “house of bread,” fulfills Micah 5:2 as Messiah'’s birthplace. The “wise men”
(magoi, Gk.) were learned Gentiles, likely astronomers from Persia or Babylon, symbolizing the
nations recognizing Israel’s Messiah. Their journey displays faith in divine revelation, not mere
curiosity.

2. “Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and
are come to worship him.”

Their question acknowledges Jesus’ royal identity from birth. “Star” (astér, Gk.) may refer to a
special celestial sign directed by God. Their worship shows faith beyond sight—Gentiles

seeking grace while Israel’s leaders remain indifferent.

3. “When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.”



Herod’s fear reflects political insecurity; he was an Edomite ruling over Jews. The city’s unrest
reveals spiritual blindness—rather than rejoicing at Messiah’s arrival, they share in Herod’s
anxiety.

4—-6. “And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes... they said unto him, In
Bethlehem of Judaea.”

The religious scholars correctly cite Micah 5:2 but fail to respond in faith. Knowledge without
belief leaves them unmoved. Scripture testifies clearly, yet the truth is ignored—a warning
against empty religiosity.

7-8. “Then Herod... sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young
child...”

Herod’s deceitful intent exposes hypocrisy: he pretends to desire worship while plotting murder.
The contrast between the Magi’s sincere devotion and Herod’s hatred reveals the heart’s role in
responding to Christ.

9-10. “When they had heard the king... they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.”

Guided again by the “star,” the Magi’s joy reveals faith rewarded. God personally leads seeking
hearts to truth. The phrase “exceeding great joy” (charan megalén sphodra, Gk.) captures the
intensity of their worshipful discovery.

11. “And when they were come into the house... they saw the young child with Mary his mother,
and fell down, and worshipped him.”

Their worship of Jesus, not Mary, affirms His deity. The gifts—gold (royalty), frankincense
(divinity), and myrrh (sacrifice)}—symbolize His person and mission. Their actions prefigure
worship from all nations, fulfilling God’s covenant with Abraham.

12. “And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed
into their own country another way.”

Divine revelation again preserves Christ’s life. “Another way” (allés hodou, Gk.) implies both
physical redirection and spiritual change—those who encounter Christ never leave the same
way.



13. “And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a
dream...”

Joseph receives divine instruction to flee to Egypt. God’s timing and sovereignty govern every
movement. This fulfills Hosea 11:1, where “Out of Egypt have | called my son” prefigures both

Israel’s and Christ’s deliverance.

14-15. “When he arose... he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into
Egypt.”

Immediate obedience secures safety. Egypt, once Israel’s place of bondage, now becomes a
refuge—showing God’s power to transform places of captivity into shelters of grace.

16. “Then Herod... sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem...”

Herod’s massacre reveals sin’s depravity and Satan’s attempt to destroy the Redeemer. Though
tragic, it fulfills divine prophecy and underscores God’s sovereign control—no act of evil can
overturn His purpose.

17-18. “Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet...”

Jeremiah 31:15 describes Rachel weeping for her children, symbolizing national sorrow. Yet the

context promises restoration (Jer. 31:16—17), reminding that God’s plan ends in comfort, not
despair.

19-20. “But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to
Joseph in Egypt.”

God’s timing again directs Joseph. The command to return marks a new phase of safety and
fulfillment. Divine sovereignty rules over history—Herod dies, but God’s Son lives.

21-22. “And he arose, and took the young child and his mother... but when he heard that
Archelaus did reign...”

Joseph’s prudence and obedience coexist with divine guidance. God uses natural caution within
supernatural direction, showing how faith and wisdom align in service.

23. “And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth...”



Living in Nazareth fulfills prophecy that He would be called a Nazarene (cf. Isa. 11:1, “Branch,”
netser, Heb.). Nazareth’s obscurity highlights Christ’s humility—royalty veiled in simplicity.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes
Magoi (Gk., v.1): “wise men” or “scholars”; Gentile seekers symbolizing faith from the nations.
Aster (Gk., v.2): “star”; a divine sign guiding believers to Christ.

Charan megalén sphodra (Gk., v.10): “exceeding great joy”; expresses overwhelming rejoicing
at finding the Messiah.

Allés hodou (Gk., v.12): “another way”; implies transformation following divine encounter.

Teknon (Gk., v.13): “young child”; used affectionately, showing tender care under divine
protection.

Nazoraios (Gk., v.23): “Nazarene”; denotes one set apart, emphasizing Christ’s consecrated
humility.

Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 2 portrays Christ as the King under divine protection, fulfilling prophecy amid
opposition. The Magi’s worship demonstrates faith’s simplicity; Herod’s hostility reveals
unbelief’s blindness. Each event proves that God’s sovereignty directs history toward

redemption. Jesus, the true King, faces rejection even in infancy—foreshadowing His later
suffering and ultimate victory.

Free Grace Summary
God’s promises continue unhindered by human opposition.

Salvation’s reach extends to Gentiles, as seen in the Magi’s faith.



Obedience flows from faith, not fear or works.
Divine preservation confirms eternal security—God guards His own plan.
Prophecy fulfills God’s grace, assuring believers that His promises never fail.

Matthew 3 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 3 introduces John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, calling Israel to repentance in
preparation for the Messiah. His ministry bridges the Old and New Covenants, identifying Jesus
as both the Lamb of God and the One who baptizes with the Holy Spirit. The chapter transitions
from prophetic expectation to direct revelation of Jesus as the Son of God. John’s baptism
symbolizes identification with repentance, not salvation, and Jesus’ baptism fulfills
righteousness, inaugurating His public ministry.

1. “In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea.”

John’s arrival fulfills prophecy after centuries of silence. The “wilderness” represents spiritual
barrenness in Israel. His preaching inaugurates the renewed call to faith and
repentance—turning from dead religion to reliance upon God’s promise of redemption.

2. “And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

“‘Repent” (metanoeite, Gk.) means “to change one’s mind.” It is not turning from sin but
rethinking one’s stance toward God and His Messiah. The “kingdom of heaven” refers to God’s
rule being offered through Christ’s presence—not eternal life by works, but the near
manifestation of divine authority.

3. “For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias...”

Citing Isaiah 40:3, John fulfills the role of forerunner—*the voice crying in the wilderness.” His
mission was to prepare hearts for the coming King by pointing them away from legalism to faith

in God’s promised deliverer.

4. “And the same John had his raiment of camel’s hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins...”



John'’s attire mirrors Elijah’s (2 Kings 1:8), signifying prophetic continuity. His simple lifestyle
symbolizes separation from worldly corruption, emphasizing spiritual authenticity over religious
appearance.

5-6. “Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea... and were baptized of him in Jordan,
confessing their sins.”

John’s baptism was public identification with repentance—not regeneration. Confession

expressed acknowledgment of sin and readiness for God’s coming kingdom. This act was
preparatory, not salvific.

7. “But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism...”

These groups represented self-righteous religion. John’s rebuke exposes hypocrisy—external
ritual without inward faith. He calls them “generation of vipers,” denouncing spiritual pride and
false security in heritage.

8. “Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance.”

This does not mean good works prove salvation but that genuine repentance produces humility
and receptivity to truth. The “fruit” reflects alignment of belief with attitude, not
performance-based acceptance by God.

9. “And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father...”

John dismantles the belief that ancestry guarantees righteousness. Faith, not heritage,
determines acceptance before God. Spiritual privilege does not replace personal belief.

10. “And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees...”
This imagery warns of temporal judgment upon unfruitful Israel. “Root” symbolizes foundational

corruption, and the “axe” signifies divine readiness to remove unfaithful leadership. Yet
judgment here concerns service and privilege, not eternal destiny.

11. “l indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier
thanl...”



John contrasts his preparatory baptism with Christ’s greater work. Jesus would baptize “with the
Holy Ghost, and with fire.” The Spirit baptism unites believers to Christ at salvation; fire
represents purging judgment on unbelieving Israel.

12. “Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor...”

The imagery of winnowing grain portrays separation between believers and unbelievers. The

“‘wheat” represents those who receive the message by faith; the “chaff” symbolizes the
unrepentant. The fire refers to temporal and eschatological judgment, not loss of salvation.

13. “Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.”

Jesus, sinless, submits to baptism not for repentance but to identify with humanity and
inaugurate His ministry. His act models humility and anticipates His substitutionary death.

14. “But John forbad him, saying, | have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?”

John recognizes Jesus’ superior righteousness. His hesitation reveals reverence and
awareness of the spiritual gap between himself and the Messiah.

15. “And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now...”

“Fulfill all righteousness” (plérdsai pasan dikaiosynén, Gk.) means to complete God’s appointed
plan. Jesus validates John’s ministry and publicly identifies with the Father’s will. This baptism
affirms His role as the obedient Son, not a sinner in need of repentance.

16. “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water...”

The heavens opening symbolize divine approval and revelation. The Spirit descending “like a
dove” marks anointing for ministry, not salvation or adoption—He already was the eternal Son.

17. “And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.”
The Father’s voice affirms Jesus’ divine sonship and perfect obedience. This trinitarian

moment—Father, Son, and Spirit—demonstrates divine unity in redemption. The Father’s
pleasure establishes the foundation for Christ’s substitutionary mission.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes



Metanoeite (Gk., v.2): “change of mind,” not behavioral reformation.

Baptizo (Gk., v.6): “to immerse,” symbolizing identification and public testimony.

Genéma echidnon (Gk., v.7): “brood of vipers”; figurative rebuke of religious hypocrisy.
Plerosai pasan dikaiosynén (Gk., v.15): “to fulfill all righteousness”; to complete divine purpose.
Pneuma (Gk., v.16): “Spirit”; denotes the Holy Spirit’s visible empowerment of Christ’s mission.

Huios agapétos (Gk., v.17): “beloved Son”; affirms unique divine sonship.

Doctrinal Insight
Matthew 3 highlights repentance as a change of mind toward God, not a prerequisite for
salvation. John’s ministry prepared hearts to receive the Messiah by faith. Jesus’ baptism

demonstrated obedience and divine approval, marking Him as the sinless Son who would bear
the sins of many. The Spirit's descent and the Father’s voice confirm His deity and mission.

Free Grace Summary

Repentance means a change of mind that prepares one to believe, not a work of merit.
John’s baptism symbolized readiness for the coming Messiah, not salvation.

Jesus’ baptism identified Him with humanity and divine purpose.

Eternal life is received by faith in Christ alone, apart from repentance acts or rituals.

The Father’s declaration of pleasure assures believers of acceptance based on Christ’s
righteousness, not their own.

Matthew 4 — Study Notes



Contextual Summary

Matthew 4 records two major scenes in Christ’s early ministry: His temptation in the wilderness
and the beginning of His public preaching in Galilee. The temptations reveal Jesus as the
obedient Son who triumphs where Adam and Israel failed. Each response to Satan
demonstrates victory through the Word of God. The chapter then transitions to the light of the
gospel dawning in Galilee, where Jesus calls His first disciples. This chapter contrasts the
self-reliance of the flesh with the dependence of faith, affirming that true spiritual power flows
from submission to God’s Word.

1. “Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.”

The Spirit’s leading (anéchthé, Gk.) shows divine purpose, not chance. “Tempted” (peirasthénai,
Gk.) means “tested” or “proved.” This was not to induce sin but to display sinlessness. As Israel
was tested forty years, Christ is tested forty days—proving His qualification as the obedient Son.

2. “And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.”

Fasting symbolizes dependence and focus upon God. Jesus, fully human, experiences real
hunger, yet His reliance upon the Father remains unbroken. The test begins at the point of
physical weakness to display perfect trust.

3. “And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these
stones be made bread.”

Satan attacks identity and trust. The “if” (ei, Gk.) assumes reality—"since You are the Son of
God.” The temptation urges Jesus to act independently of the Father’s will. Turning stones into
bread would satisfy hunger but violate submission.

4. “But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”

Quoting Deuteronomy 8:3, Jesus demonstrates that obedience sustains more than physical
provision. “It is written” (gegraptai, Gk., perfect tense) emphasizes the enduring authority of
Scripture. The believer’s life depends upon divine revelation, not temporal supply.



5-6. “Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city... If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself
down.”

Satan now tempts by twisting Scripture (Ps. 91:11-12). Using truth out of context, he urges
presumption rather than faith. This appeal tempts Jesus to prove divine protection instead of
trusting divine promise.

7. “Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.”

From Deuteronomy 6:16, Jesus refuses to test God'’s faithfulness. Faith rests on God’'s Word;
presumption demands signs. The perfect Son depends on Scripture’s authority rather than
spectacle.

8-9. “Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain... All these things will |
give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.”

Satan offers dominion apart from the cross—shortcut temptation. “Fall down and worship”
(proskynéseés, Gk.) targets devotion, the heart of sin. The promise is a lie; the kingdoms of the
world already belong to God’s Son by right.

10. “Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.”

Quoting Deuteronomy 6:13, Jesus reaffirms exclusive loyalty to God. “Get thee hence” (hupage,
Gk.) commands dismissal—divine authority silencing the adversary. Victory comes through
Scripture reliance and submission to God alone.

11. “Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.”
Having resisted through faith, Jesus receives divine refreshment. Angels serve in fellowship, not

because He demanded it but because He trusted the Father. This foreshadows divine care for
all who rest in obedience.

12-13. “Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee...
dwelling in Capernaum.”



With John’s arrest, Jesus’ ministry moves north. Galilee, the region of mixed nations, becomes
the first to see the light of grace. Capernaum becomes the center of His public teaching—a
symbolic shift from Jerusalem’s darkness to Gentile openness.

14-16. “That it might be fulfilled... The people which sat in darkness saw great light.”

Quoting Isaiah 9:1-2, Matthew affirms Christ as the promised Light to those in shadow.
Darkness signifies ignorance and spiritual blindness; the Light represents revelation and life
through Christ.

17. “From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.”

“‘Repent” (metanoeite, Gk.) again means “change of mind.” The message continues
John’s—inviting Israel to believe and prepare for the King. This is not a call to moral reformation
but to faith in the revealed Messiah.

18-19. “And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and
Andrew his brother... Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men.”

Jesus calls disciples from ordinary life. “Follow me” (deute opisé mou, Gk.) is both invitation and
purpose. It marks the beginning of service, not the condition for salvation. “Fishers of men”
symbolizes evangelism born from grace, not obligation.

20. “And they straightway left their nets, and followed him.”

Their response shows immediate faith and readiness. The call to discipleship demands trust in
His direction, distinct from the free gift of eternal life.

21-22. “And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren... and they immediately left the
ship and their father, and followed him.”

James and John’s response reflects total devotion to Christ’'s mission. Leaving family and trade
depicts commitment to service, not a requirement for salvation. The grace that saves freely also
calls believers to meaningful purpose.

23. “And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel
of the kingdom...”



His threefold ministry—teaching, preaching, and healing—confirms divine compassion and
authority. The “gospel of the kingdom” focuses on the near establishment of God’s rule through
the Messiah, distinct from the Church’s gospel of grace revealed later through Paul.

24-25. “And his fame went throughout all Syria... and there followed him great multitudes.”
Multitudes came for physical relief, yet Jesus’ miracles authenticated His message. The focus

remains on faith in His person, not fascination with His power. True disciples follow His Word
beyond the wonder of His works.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Peirasthénai (Gk., v.1): “to be tested”; used for trials proving character, not enticement to sin.
Gegraptai (Gk., v.4): “it is written”; perfect tense emphasizing enduring authority of Scripture.
Proskynésés (Gk., v.9): “to bow or worship”; denotes reverence and submission.

Hupage (Gk., v.10): “depart” or “be gone”; authoritative dismissal.

Metanoeite (Gk., v.17): “change of mind”; the essence of repentance as mental turning to truth.

Deute opisd mou (Gk., v.19): “follow me”; discipleship invitation, not salvation condition.

Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 4 portrays Jesus as the victorious, obedient Son. His resistance to temptation proves
His moral perfection and reliance upon God’s Word. The pattern of victory—submission,
Scripture, and trust—models the believer’s path of spiritual growth. The call to discipleship later
in the chapter demonstrates that following Christ flows from grace already received, not as a
precondition for acceptance.

Free Grace Summary



Christ’s victory affirms His qualification as Savior, not as example for earning salvation.
Dependence on God’s Word is the believer’s defense against temptation.

Repentance means changing the mind toward God’s truth, not self-reformation.
Discipleship is distinct from salvation—service flows from grace, never earns it.

Jesus’ ministry in Galilee reveals grace shining into darkness for all humanity.

Matthew 5 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 5 begins the Sermon on the Mount, delivered early in Christ’s public ministry. Jesus
teaches His disciples and the gathered multitude about righteousness in the coming kingdom —
not the means of salvation, but the attitudes, character, and conduct befitting those already
belonging to God. The sermon contrasts external religiosity with inward transformation. It exalts
grace over hypocrisy, revealing the moral ideals of God’s kingdom while exposing humanity’s
need for divine righteousness. The chapter introduces the Beatitudes, defines believers as salt
and light, affirms the enduring purpose of God’s law, and explains that true righteousness flows
from the heart — not from outward observance.

1-2. “And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain... and he opened his mouth, and
taught them, saying.”

Jesus ascends the mountain like a new lawgiver, not to reissue Mosaic law but to reveal

kingdom principles of inward righteousness. He teaches from authority, not tradition, addressing
disciples primarily yet within hearing of the crowd.

3. “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”



“Blessed” (makarioi, Gk.) means spiritually favored, contented under divine grace. The “poor in
spirit” are those who recognize spiritual bankruptcy — dependence upon God rather than
self-righteousness. The kingdom belongs to such humble faith, not to the proud or self-sufficient.

4. “Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.”

This mourning refers not to despair but contrition over sin and the world’s brokenness. Divine
comfort (parakléthésontai, Gk.) flows from God’s forgiveness and restoration.

5. “Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.”

“Meek” (praeis, Gk.) denotes gentleness under control, not weakness. The meek trust God'’s
justice rather than asserting their own rights. This future inheritance points to reward and
participation in Christ’'s kingdom, not to obtaining eternal life.

6. “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.”

This depicts believers longing for fellowship and godliness. The satisfaction (chortasthésontai,
Gk.) promised is experiential — fullness of fellowship, not salvation itself.

7. “Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.”

Mercy reflects divine compassion. Those who extend grace will experience ongoing mercy in life
and at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

8. “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.”

“Pure” (katharoi, Gk.) implies sincerity of devotion, undivided loyalty. Seeing God refers to
intimacy and fellowship, not a condition for salvation.

9. “Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.”

Peacemakers reflect God’s reconciling nature. “Children” (huioi, Gk.) emphasizes likeness, not
biological relationship; believers show their sonship by reflecting their Father’s peace.

10-12. “Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake...”

Those who stand for truth face persecution but inherit reward. The repetition (“Rejoice and be
exceeding glad”) promises heavenly compensation for earthly suffering.

13. “Ye are the salt of the earth...”



Salt preserves and purifies. Believers maintain spiritual influence in a corrupt world. If salt “loses
its savour” (moranthe, Gk., “becomes tasteless”), it becomes useless — illustrating loss of
testimony, not salvation.

14-16. “Ye are the light of the world... let your light so shine before men.”

Light symbolizes truth and witness. Believers illuminate by reflecting Christ’s character. Works
reveal fellowship, not salvation, so that others “glorify your Father,” not the servant himself.

17. “Think not that | am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: | am not come to destroy, but
to fulfil.”

“Fulfil” (plérosai, Gk.) means to complete or bring to full expression. Christ met every demand of
the law through His life and sacrifice, establishing righteousness available by grace through
faith.

18. “Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law...”

Every detail of Scripture stands until its purpose is completed. This affirms biblical inerrancy and
the permanence of divine revelation.

19-20. “Whosoever... shall break one of these least commandments...”
Jesus distinguishes between position in the kingdom (reward) and entrance into it (salvation).
“Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees”

exposes self-righteous religion as insufficient. Only imputed righteousness through faith meets
God’s standard.

21-22. “Ye have heard... Thou shalt not kill... but | say unto you.”

Jesus exposes the heart behind murder — anger. God’s righteousness addresses motives, not
just actions. Judgment here refers to divine discipline and loss of reward, not loss of salvation.

23-24. “Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar...”

Reconciliation with others takes precedence over ritual. God values mercy above sacrifice,
reflecting the spirit of grace.



25-26. “Agree with thine adversary quickly...”

An illustration of timely reconciliation. The principle warns that unresolved conflict invites
temporal judgment.

27-28. “Ye have heard... Thou shalt not commit adultery: But | say unto you, That whosoever
looketh... hath committed adultery already in his heart.”

Jesus reveals that lustful intent equals moral failure before God’s eyes. The issue is not physical
act but internal corruption, demonstrating humanity’s universal need for grace.

29-30. “If thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out... if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off.”
Figurative hyperbole emphasizing drastic separation from sin’s influence. The “body cast into

hell” (Geennan, Gk.) refers to severe temporal judgment or loss, not eternal condemnation of
believers.

31-32. “Whosoever shall put away his wife... except for fornication.”

Jesus restores marriage’s sanctity. Divorce permitted under Mosaic concession reveals
hardness of heart, not God’s design. Grace restores commitment and forgiveness.

33-37. “Swear not at all... let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay.”

Integrity eliminates the need for oaths. Simple honesty honors God more than religious
formality.

38-42. “Ye have heard... An eye for an eye...”

Christ replaces retribution with grace. Turning the other cheek and going the extra mile reflect
kingdom values of mercy over vengeance. These are discipleship principles, not conditions for
justification.

43-45. “Love your enemies... that ye may be the children of your Father.”

Loving enemies reflects the Father’s impartial grace. This command invites imitation of divine
mercy — a mark of mature fellowship, not a basis for salvation.



46-48. “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father... is perfect.”
“Perfect” (teleioi, GKk.) means mature, complete in love. Jesus calls believers to reflect God’s

character by grace-enabled living. Perfection here is spiritual maturity expressed in mercy, not
sinless performance.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Makarioi (Gk., v.3): “blessed,” inwardly satisfied through divine favor.
Praeis (Gk., v.5): “meek,” strength under submission to God.

Katharoi (Gk., v.8): “pure,” clean or sincere in heart.

Moranthé (Gk., v.13): “to lose flavor,” figuratively to lose influence.
Plérosai (Gk., v.17): “to fulfill,” to complete or bring to its intended goal.

Teleioi (Gk., v.48): “perfect,” mature, spiritually complete in love.

Doctrinal Insight
Matthew 5 describes the ethics of the kingdom and the righteousness God desires in His
children. These principles apply to discipleship, not the reception of eternal life. Christ calls His

followers to reflect the inner transformation that flows from grace. The sermon magnifies the
impossibility of self-righteousness and points to the need for imputed righteousness by faith.

Free Grace Summary
The Beatitudes describe fellowship blessings, not conditions for salvation.

Kingdom righteousness exceeds law-based religion by transforming the heart.



The Law is fulfilled in Christ; believers live under grace, not legalism.
Discipleship rewards differ from salvation, which is received by faith alone.
Spiritual maturity (“be ye perfect”) means reflecting God’s love through grace.

Matthew 6 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 6 continues the Sermon on the Mount, shifting focus from outward performance to
inward devotion. Jesus exposes religious hypocrisy and calls for sincere worship motivated by
love, not recognition. The chapter covers giving, prayer, fasting, priorities, and trust —
emphasizing relationship with the Father over ritual display. Christ contrasts temporary earthly
reward with eternal reward in heaven and teaches that believers must trust God’s provision
rather than being enslaved by anxiety or materialism. The overall theme centers on genuine
fellowship, not justification.

1. “Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them...”

Jesus warns against practicing righteousness (dikaiosynén, Gk.) for human applause. “To be
seen” (theathénai, Gk.) denotes theatrical display. Such motives trade eternal reward for
temporary recognition. The issue is not giving itself but intent.

2—-4. “When thou doest thine alms... let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth.”

Generosity should be private, flowing from gratitude, not pride. “Thy Father which seeth in
secret” promises reward. Fellowship blessing replaces outward acclaim.

5-6. “When thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are...”

Hypocrites (hypokritai, GK.) were stage actors, symbolizing pretended piety. Jesus commands
sincerity. Private prayer expresses dependence on relationship, not ritual. God’s presence is the
true reward, not public praise.



7-8. “Use not vain repetitions... for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of.”

“Vain repetitions” (battalogéséte, Gk.) means empty babble — words without thought. True
prayer rests on trust in the Father’s knowledge, not persuasion through verbosity.

9-13. “After this manner therefore pray ye...”

This model prayer provides a pattern, not a formula.

“Our Father” reveals intimacy of relationship.

“Hallowed be thy name” emphasizes reverence.

“Thy kingdom come” expresses submission to divine rule.

“Thy will be done” aligns desire with God'’s purpose.

“Give us this day our daily bread” reflects continual dependence.

“Forgive us our debts” concerns fellowship forgiveness, not justification.

“Lead us not into temptation” requests preservation from testing beyond endurance.

“Deliver us from evil” acknowledges the Father’s protection.

14-15. “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you...”
This refers to fellowship forgiveness, not eternal forgiveness. Refusing to forgive disrupts

harmony with God but does not revoke salvation. Divine discipline restores fellowship when
believers harbor bitterness.

16—-18. “When ye fast, be not as the hypocrites...”



True fasting focuses on devotion, not display. Outer humility must match inner sincerity. “Thy
Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly” affirms grace-based accountability and
reward.

19-21. “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth... but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven.”

Earthly treasures decay (apollytai, Gk.), but heavenly treasure endures. “Where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also” connects affection to stewardship. Jesus contrasts temporary
wealth with eternal reward.

22-23. “The light of the body is the eye... if thine eye be single...”

“Single” (haplous, Gk.) means clear, undivided focus. A generous, undistracted heart perceives
truth; a “bad eye” (ponéros, Gk.) symbolizes covetousness and spiritual blindness. Fellowship
depends upon inward clarity.

24. “No man can serve two masters... Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”

“‘Mammon” (Aram.) represents material wealth personified as a rival master. Divided loyalty
destroys peace. The believer must choose grace-based trust over anxious striving.

25. “Therefore | say unto you, Take no thought for your life...”

“Take no thought” (merimnate, Gk.) means “do not be anxious.” Worry denies God’s care. Jesus
calls believers to rest in divine provision rather than self-reliance.

26. “Behold the fowls of the air... your heavenly Father feedeth them.”

God’s daily care for creation assures believers of His attention. The argument is from lesser to
greater: if He feeds birds, He will sustain His children.

27-29. “Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?”

Worry adds nothing to life’s span. Faithful trust honors God’s sovereignty. Even Solomon’s glory
cannot compare to divine provision for the lilies.

30. “O ye of little faith.”



“Little faith” (oligopistoi, Gk.) describes believers with limited trust, not unbelievers. Christ
corrects anxiety as spiritual short-sightedness, not lack of salvation.

31-32. “For after all these things do the Gentiles seek...”

Unbelievers chase survival and status; believers are called to trust the Father’s care. The
distinction rests on relationship, not merit.

33. “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.”

To “seek first” (zéteite proton, Gk.) means to prioritize fellowship and service, not to earn
salvation. God promises provision when His reign and righteousness govern the heart.

34. “Take therefore no thought for the morrow...”

Anxiety over tomorrow neglects present faith. Each day contains sufficient grace for its own
needs. Living by trust releases believers from the bondage of fear.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Dikaiosynén (Gk., v.1): “righteousness,” here referring to outward religious acts.
Theathénai (Gk., v.1): “to be seen,” root of “theater,” implying display.
Hypokritai (Gk., v.5): “actors,” pretenders to virtue.

Battalogéséte (Gk., v.7): “to babble,” empty repetition in prayer.

Apollytai (Gk., v.19): “to decay or be destroyed.”

Haplous (Gk., v.22): “single,” meaning pure or undivided.

Merimnate (Gk., v.25): “be anxious or troubled.”

Zéteite proton (Gk., v.33): “seek first,” prioritize above all else.



Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 6 presents the heart of discipleship: living before God, not men. Jesus emphasizes
unseen devotion, secret giving, and inward faith over external performance. The Father’s
reward system reflects grace-based accountability, not works-based salvation. Prayer,

forgiveness, and trust flow from relationship, not ritual. Faith conquers anxiety because the
believer rests in the Father’s care.

Free Grace Summary

Righteous acts should flow from gratitude, not self-display.

Prayer and fasting express fellowship, not merit.

Forgiveness maintains fellowship, not justification.

Anxiety reflects weak faith but never loss of salvation.

Seeking God’s kingdom first means prioritizing fellowship and eternal reward, not earning life.
The believer’s security rests in the Father’s care, not personal striving.

Matthew 7 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 7 concludes the Sermon on the Mount, emphasizing discernment, humility, and
obedience to divine truth. Jesus contrasts hypocritical judgment with righteous evaluation,
encourages persistence in prayer, warns against false prophets, and calls His listeners to build
their lives upon His words. The passage ties together the moral principles of the kingdom with
the necessity of inward reality over outward show. The “two ways” and “two houses” illustrate
eternal security for those who believe, while warning believers of temporal ruin when they ignore
divine instruction.



1. “Judge not, that ye be not judged.”

“Judge” (krinete, Gk.) means to condemn or assume moral superiority. Jesus forbids
self-righteous judgment, not moral discernment (cf. v.15). Improper judgment invites divine
correction under grace’s disciplinary system.

2. “For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged...”

God measures believers by their own standard of mercy. A critical spirit forfeits fellowship joy
and reward. Grace-oriented judgment reflects Christ’s gentleness.

3-5. “Why beholdest thou the mote... and considerest not the beam...”

The imagery exposes hypocrisy. “Mote” (karphos, Gk.) is a speck; “beam” (dokos, Gk.) is a
plank. Jesus calls for self-examination before helping others. Restored fellowship qualifies
believers for discernment.

6. “Give not that which is holy unto the dogs...”

Discernment is essential. “Dogs” and “swine” symbolize those hostile to truth. Spiritual wisdom
must not be wasted on hardened rejection; grace discerns receptivity without contempt.

7-8. “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find...”

A promise of divine responsiveness in prayer. “Ask” (aiteite, Gk.), “seek” (zéteite), and “knock”
(krouete) are continuous imperatives — ongoing dependence, not a single request. God
welcomes persistent faith, not performance.

9—-11. “What man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread...”
The analogy reveals God'’s generosity. Earthly fathers give good gifts; the heavenly Father gives

far greater, especially the Spirit’s fellowship and guidance. Trust rests in His goodness, not
ritualized prayer.

12. “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to
them...”



The “Golden Rule” summarizes love in action. It is a moral reflection of God’s grace, not a
pathway to salvation. This ethic fulfills the Law’s intent when guided by divine love.

13-14. “Enter ye in at the strait gate... because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which
leadeth unto life.”

“Strait” (stenés, Gk.) means confined or precise. The gate symbolizes faith in Christ — singular
and exclusive. The “broad way” represents worldly self-righteousness and false religion. Eternal

life is entered once through faith alone, but the narrow path of discipleship remains a daily walk
of obedience and fellowship.

15. “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing...”

False teachers disguise error as truth. “Sheep’s clothing” represents innocence; inwardly they
are “ravening wolves.” Their deceit lies in doctrine, not lifestyle alone.

16—18. “Ye shall know them by their fruits...”

“Fruits” (karpon, Gk.) refers to teaching, not behavior. The context parallels Matthew 12:33-37,
where “fruit” equals words and doctrine. A prophet’s message, not moral performance, reveals
their spiritual source.

19-20. “Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down...”

Judgment upon false prophets. “Hewn down” (ekkoptetai, Gk.) implies removal from service, not
loss of salvation. Such teachers face divine discipline and exposure.

21. “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven...”

This refers to entrance into the millennial reign, not the gift of eternal life. Professing Christ
verbally without obedience forfeits reward and fellowship. Salvation is by faith alone, but
kingdom participation involves faithfulness.

22-23. “Many will say to me in that day... have we not prophesied... cast out devils... done
many wonderful works?”



Jesus condemns reliance on works. The verbs show human performance without relationship. “I
never knew you” (oudepote egnon humas, Gk.) means “I never approved” — relational intimacy
absent, not lost salvation. These are religious unbelievers who trusted deeds instead of faith.

24. “Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them...”

Hearing and doing represent practical obedience. The wise man’s foundation on the rock
pictures application of truth built on Christ’s authority.

25. “And the rain descended... and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.”

“‘Rock” (petra, Gk.) represents Christ and His Word. Storms signify trials and judgment. Stability
comes from grounded faith.

26-27. “And every one that heareth... and doeth them not...”

Neglecting truth results in temporal collapse, not loss of eternal life. The “fall” represents wasted
life and loss of reward.

28-29. “The people were astonished at his doctrine: For he taught them as one having
authority...”

Jesus’ authority (exousian, Gk.) is intrinsic, not derived. His teaching exposes hypocrisy and
magnifies grace. The crowd’s amazement highlights contrast between divine truth and
man-made tradition.

Free Grace Intra Views:

Matthew 7:21-23 — Two Interpretations Within Free Grace Theology

View A — False Professors (Never Believed)

Context: Jesus concludes the Sermon on the Mount by exposing false professions—those who
claim allegiance without genuine faith in Him.

Key Phrase: “He that doeth the will of my Father...” — defined by John 6:40 as believing in the
Son for everlasting life, not performing works.



Focus: These individuals appeal to their “many wonderful works” instead of Christ’s finished
work.

Meaning of “Never Knew You”: They were never saved, never trusted in Christ alone. Their
deeds proved reliance on self-righteousness rather than faith.

Theological Implication: This passage describes unbelievers who were religious but unsaved.

Eternal Security Affirmed: True believers can never hear “I never knew you,” for Jesus promises
eternal recognition and security (John 10:27-28).

View B — Saved but Unfaithful (Intra Free Grace View)

Context: Jesus addresses disciples and listeners about kingdom accountability—not the loss of
salvation.

Audience: Regenerate believers who served and called Jesus “Lord,” but failed to live in
obedience or dependence on grace.

“Lord, Lord” Usage: Often an expression of genuine faith among believers (cf. Luke 6:46;
Matthew 25:11).

Problem: They practiced anomia (lawlessness)—Iliving out of fellowship, disregarding Christ’s
commands.

Judgment Type: This is not hell, but loss of reward and kingdom disapproval at the Judgment
Seat of Christ (Bema).

“‘Depart from Me”: Reflects disqualification or shame before the Lord, not the forfeiture of eternal
life.

Practical Warning: Salvation is secure, but reward, honor, and kingdom patrticipation require
faithfulness.

Eternal Security Affirmed: Jesus never revokes eternal life—He withholds commendation, not
salvation.

Both Free Grace perspectives uphold eternal security and salvation by faith alone.



Koine Greek Linguistic Notes
Krinete (Gk., v.1): “to judge or condemn,” implies critical faultfinding.
Karphos / Dokos (Gk., vv.3-5): “speck” and “beam,” exaggeration for hypocrisy.

Aiteite / Zéteite / Krouete (Gk., vv.7-8): continuous imperatives—keep asking, seeking,
knocking.

Stenés (Gk., v.14): “narrow, confined,” stressing exclusivity of faith in Christ.
Karpon (Gk., v.16): “fruit,” doctrinal output or teaching.
Petra (Gk., v.25): “rock,” firm foundation—Christ Himself.

Exousian (Gk., v.29): “authority,” inherent divine power to command truth.

Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 7 distinguishes between self-righteous judgment and spiritual discernment, warning
against hypocrisy while commanding vigilance against false teaching. Jesus contrasts the
narrow way of faith with the broad way of human works. The warnings are not conditions for

salvation but instructions for believers to guard fellowship, doctrine, and reward. The closing
parable underscores that wisdom lies in obedience to revealed truth, not in outward profession.

Free Grace Summary

“Judge not” prohibits condemning others, not evaluating truth.

The “narrow way” depicts faith’s exclusivity; salvation remains by faith alone.
“Fruit” refers to doctrine, not lifestyle proof of salvation.

“I never knew you” addresses unbelievers trusting works, not saved apostates.



Building on the Rock reflects obedience for fellowship and reward, not entry into eternal life.

The chapter concludes that eternal security rests in Christ’s foundation; storms only test, never
destroy, the believer’s standing before God.

Matthew 8 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 8 transitions from Jesus’ teaching to His miraculous works, confirming His authority
over disease, nature, demons, and death. These miracles authenticate His Messiahship and
reveal divine compassion. The chapter demonstrates that the King who gave the Sermon on the
Mount now acts with sovereign power. Through each event, faith—not lineage or ritual—is
shown as the means of blessing. Jesus’ touch restores, His word commands creation, and His
grace extends even to Gentiles. The focus remains on faith’s response, discipleship’s cost, and
Christ's unmatched authority.

1-2. “When he was come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed him. And, behold,
there came a leper and worshipped him...”

The leper’s approach broke social custom; leprosy represented sin’s defilement. His
faith—“Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean”—acknowledges both Christ’s power and
sovereignty. His request was for cleansing, not proof.

3. “And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him...”

Touching a leper defied Mosaic restriction, showing divine authority over ritual impurity. The
word “touched” (hépsato, Gk.) emphasizes intimate compassion. Cleansing was
instantaneous—Christ’s holiness overcomes corruption, not vice versa.

4. “See thou tell no man; but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest...”

Jesus upholds the Law’s ceremonial process (Leviticus 14) while revealing Himself as its
fulfillment. The command preserves the man’s testimony before Israel’s leaders.



5-6. “And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion...”

A Gentile officer exhibits greater faith than Israel’s elite. His concern for a servant reflects
humility and compassion uncommon for his rank.

7-9. “Lord, | am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof...”

The centurion recognizes authority and word-power. “Speak the word only” displays complete
trust in Christ’s divine command. His faith transcends covenant privilege, grounded in
recognition of Jesus’ authority.

10-12. “I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel...”

Jesus commends the centurion’s faith, contrasting Gentile belief with Jewish unbelief. “Many
shall come from the east and west” predicts Gentile inclusion. “The children of the kingdom”
(Israel’s unbelievers) face outer darkness—national, not individual, exclusion from kingdom
privilege.

13. “And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour.”

Immediate healing confirms Christ's omnipotence and validates faith’s simplicity. Distance poses
no barrier to divine action.

14-15. “And when Jesus was come into Peter’s house, he saw his wife’s mother laid, and sick
of a fever.”

Peter’s household healing shows Jesus’ concern for family and domestic life. “He touched her
hand” parallels His gentle authority—compassion coupled with power.

16—17. “He cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick.”
Fulfillment of Isaiah 53:4 — “Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.” This

concerns physical healing in His earthly ministry, not atonement for sin yet; the cross later
provides spiritual redemption.

18-19. “Now when Jesus saw great multitudes about him, he gave commandment to depart
unto the other side.”



Crowds sought miracles, not truth. The move across the sea separates curiosity seekers from
true disciples.

20. “The foxes have holes... but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.”

Discipleship demands self-denial. Salvation is free; following Christ costs comfort and
convenience. The Son of Man, rightful heir of all things, lived without worldly security.

21-22. “Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.”

The request implies delay, not immediate burial. Jesus replies, “Follow me; and let the dead
bury their dead,” calling for spiritual priority. Service must not be postponed by social obligation.

23-24. “And when he was entered into a ship... there arose a great tempest in the sea...”

The storm symbolizes life’s trials. Jesus sleeps, showing calm trust in the Father. His presence
assures safety even amid turmoil.

25-26. “Lord, save us: we perish... Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith?”

“Little faith” (oligopistoi, Gk.) again describes believers’ weak trust, not unbelief. Fear replaced
faith though He was with them. The rebuke corrects perspective, not condemns.

27. “What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him!”

Nature’s submission reveals deity. His authority extends beyond healing to creation itself,
proving He is the Lord of all.

28-29. “There met him two possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs...”

These men, violent and isolated, personify spiritual bondage. The demons recognize Jesus as
“Son of God,” acknowledging His authority and impending judgment.

30-32. “Suffer us to go away into the herd of swine.”
The demons’ request shows submission to divine permission. Jesus allows it, demonstrating

sovereign control over the spiritual realm. The destruction of the herd confirms the destructive
nature of evil.



33-34. “They that kept them fled... and behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus...”
Instead of rejoicing, the townspeople beg Jesus to depart — preferring economic loss

avoidance over divine presence. Human fear of disruption often resists God’s transforming
grace.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Hepsato (Gk., v.3): “touched,” denotes intimate compassion and power.

Logd mono eipe (Gk., v.8): “speak the word only,” highlights authority of command.
Oligopistoi (Gk., v.26): “of little faith,” indicates weak trust, not unbelief.

Anemoi kai thalassa hypakouousin (Gk., v.27): “the winds and sea obey,” portrays submission to
divine authority.

Daimonia (Gk., v.28): “demons,” unclean spirits under Satan’s dominion.

Epitimésen (Gk., v.26): “rebuked,” a term of authoritative restraint.

Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 8 confirms Jesus as the divine Messiah whose authority extends over sickness,
distance, storms, and spirits. His touch cleanses the unclean, His word commands creation, and
His grace transcends Israel's borders. Discipleship is distinct from salvation; following requires
faith and surrender, whereas salvation is received freely by trusting Christ’s finished work. The
miracles signify restoration, not reformation—God’s power reaching into human helplessness.

Free Grace Summary

Faith receives blessing apart from ritual or worthiness.



Jesus’ touch reveals grace that overcomes defilement.

Gentile faith is honored; religious heritage offers no advantage.
Discipleship is costly, salvation is free.

Fear and weak faith hinder fellowship but never annul salvation.

The King’s authority extends over all creation, affirming the believer’s eternal security under His
command.

Matthew 9 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 9 continues to showcase Jesus’ authority—now extending to the forgiveness of sins,
the calling of sinners, the healing of disease, and the raising of the dead. Each miracle
illustrates His divine identity and grace toward faith. This chapter reveals that faith, not ritual,
opens the way to divine blessing. The Lord’s compassion contrasts sharply with the cold
legalism of the Pharisees. He calls unlikely people, restores the broken, and demonstrates that
forgiveness precedes service. The chapter ends with Christ’'s compassion for the multitudes and
His call for laborers in the harvest field.

1-2. “And he entered into a ship... they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed...”
The paralytic’s friends show faith through action. Jesus, seeing their faith, declares, “Son, be of
good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.” Spiritual healing precedes physical. “Be forgiven”
(aphientai, Gk.) is perfect tense—permanent and completed forgiveness.

3. “And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth.”

The religious leaders accuse Jesus of usurping divine authority. Their disbelief reveals hardened
hearts blinded by tradition.

4-6. “Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk?”

Jesus demonstrates visible authority to prove invisible power. The miracle validates His divine
right to forgive. Healing confirms His deity and compassion.



7-8. “He arose, and departed to his house... they glorified God, which had given such power
unto men.”

The crowd recognizes divine power but misunderstands its source. Their awe, though genuine,
falls short of saving faith.

9. “And as Jesus passed forth... he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of
custom...”

Matthew (Levi), a tax collector despised for corruption, becomes an apostle. His call—‘Follow
me”—demonstrates grace toward the unworthy. Immediate obedience shows faith’s simplicity.

10-11. “And it came to pass... many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him...”

Jesus fellowships with outcasts. The Pharisees’ criticism reveals self-righteousness, rejecting
grace. True holiness attracts the broken, not repels them.

12-13. “They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick... | will have mercy, and
not sacrifice.”

Jesus cites Hosea 6:6 to reveal God’s heart. The “whole” are the self-righteous; the “sick” are

those aware of sin. “| am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” means to a
change of mind leading to faith, not moral reform.

14. “Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees fast oft...”

John’s disciples, though sincere, still operate under pre-cross expectation. Jesus’ answer marks
the transition from Law to grace.

15. “Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them?”

Jesus identifies Himself as the Bridegroom—reason for joy, not mourning. Fasting symbolizes
absence; His presence brings fullness.

16—17. “No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment...”



The metaphors of cloth and wineskins illustrate incompatibility between old legal systems and
new grace. The gospel cannot be contained within Mosaic ritual.

18-19. “While he spake these things... there came a certain ruler, and worshipped him...”
Jairus’ plea for his daughter’s life reveals faith in Christ’s authority over death. “My daughter is
even now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall live.” Faith looks beyond
impossibility.

20-22. “And, behold, a woman... touched the hem of his garment.”

Her twelve-year affliction contrasts with Jairus’ twelve-year-old child. Touching the hem reflects
humility and faith. Jesus’ words, “Thy faith hath made thee whole” (sesoken se, Gk., perfect
tense), affirm complete and lasting healing.

23-26. “The maid is not dead, but sleepeth.”

Physical death for believers is “sleep” because resurrection is assured. Jesus restores life by
His word alone—foreshadowing His power over death itself.

27-30. “Two blind men followed him, crying... Thou son of David, have mercy on us.”
Calling Him “Son of David” recognizes Messianic authority. Jesus asks, “Believe ye that | am
able to do this?” Faith, not formula, opens the door. “According to your faith be it unto you”
underscores personal trust, not merit.

31. “They... spread abroad his fame.”

Though instructed to remain silent, their joy overflowed. Obedience faltered, but gratitude
abounded.

32-33. “As they went out, behold, they brought to him a dumb man possessed with a devil.”

The mute man’s deliverance reveals Christ’'s power over spiritual bondage. Speaking
symbolizes restored fellowship and testimony.



34. “But the Pharisees said, He casteth out devils through the prince of the devils.”

This accusation attributes divine work to Satan—a foreshadowing of the blasphemy of the Spirit
(12:31-32). Their unbelief was willful, not ignorant.

35. “And Jesus went about all the cities and villages...”

Jesus continues teaching, preaching, and healing—His compassion encompassing all strata of
society. Ministry flows from mercy, not prestige.

36. “When he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them...”

“Moved with compassion” (splagchnistheis, Gk.) conveys deep emotional mercy. The people are
“sheep having no shepherd,” lost and vulnerable, not unsaved but directionless.

37-38. “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few...”

The harvest field represents souls ready for spiritual growth and salvation. Prayer precedes
mission—God’s work depends on willing servants.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Aphientai (Gk., v.2): “are forgiven,” perfect tense—complete and continuing forgiveness.
Sesoken se (Gk., v.22): “has made you whole,” perfect tense—permanent healing.
Metanoian (Gk., v.13): “repentance,” change of mind leading to faith.

Splagchnistheis (Gk., v.36): “moved with compassion,” denotes deep inner mercy.

Pisteuete (Gk., v.28): “do you believe,” present tense—active trust.

Doctrinal Insight



Matthew 9 reveals the heart of grace. Christ forgives before healing, fellowships before
reforming, and calls sinners before they change. His miracles validate His authority to forgive
and His compassion to restore. Faith is not work but receptive trust. Legalists resist grace
because it removes their control. True disciples recognize dependence on divine mercy, not
merit.

Free Grace Summary

Forgiveness is instantaneous and permanent upon faith.
Repentance means a change of mind leading to belief, not penance.
Jesus calls sinners, not the self-righteous.

Grace and the Law cannot coexist as systems of justification.
Healing miracles illustrate restoration, not earning salvation.

The harvest represents God’s desire for all to believe, while laborers are those who serve out of
gratitude, not obligation.

Matthew 10 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 10 records Jesus commissioning the twelve apostles for their first mission. It marks a
transition from His solo ministry to shared ministry. The instructions are specific to Israel at that
time but reveal enduring discipleship principles—dependence on God, faithfulness under
persecution, and eternal perspective. The chapter distinguishes between apostolic authority
(miraculous power to authenticate the message) and discipleship responsibility (loyalty to
Christ). Salvation remains a free gift by faith; discipleship involves cost, endurance, and reward.

1. “And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean
spirits...”



The term “power” (exousian, Gk.) denotes delegated authority. Jesus empowers them to heal
and cast out demons as signs confirming the kingdom’s nearness. These gifts authenticated
their message, not personal merit.

2—-4. “Now the names of the twelve apostles are these...”

“‘Apostle” (apostoloi, Gk.) means “sent ones.” The list includes Matthew the tax collector and

Simon the Zealot—diverse men unified by grace. Judas Iscariot’s inclusion shows that proximity
to truth does not guarantee faith.

5-6. “Go not into the way of the Gentiles... but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.”

This initial mission targets Israel alone. The gospel of the kingdom (v.7) offered Messiah’s reign
to the covenant nation. Later, the commission would expand to all nations (Matthew 28:19).

7-8. “As ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

“Preach” (kerussontes, Gk.) means to proclaim publicly. The message focuses on the nearness
of the promised kingdom through the King’s presence. The miracles—healing, cleansing,
raising, casting out—authenticated this announcement.

9-10. “Provide neither gold... for the workman is worthy of his meat.”

Dependence on divine provision exemplifies faith. God’s servants rely on His supply through
others, not personal wealth.

11-13. “Into whatsoever city... inquire who in it is worthy...”

“Worthy” refers to receptivity, not moral superiority. The peace pronounced was a blessing
contingent on acceptance of their message.

14-15. “Whosoever shall not receive you... shake off the dust of your feet.”

A symbolic gesture declaring separation from rejection. Judgment (“more tolerable for Sodom”)
reflects temporal severity, not eternal condemnation.



16. “Behold, | send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves...”

The metaphor depicts vulnerability amid hostility. “Be ye wise as serpents, and harmless as
doves” calls for discernment without deceit—balancing truth and grace.

17-18. “Beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils...”

Persecution is certain. Believers serve under divine authority even when facing human injustice.
The Spirit’s enabling (v.20) ensures testimony under pressure.

19-20. “Take no thought how or what ye shall speak...”

“Take no thought” (merimnéséte, Gk.) means “do not be anxious.” The Holy Spirit provides
words of wisdom during trial—dependence, not rehearsal, is the key.

21-22. “Brother shall deliver up brother to death...”

Following Christ can divide families. “He that endureth to the end shall be saved” (s6thésetai,
Gk.) refers to deliverance or preservation through persecution, not eternal salvation.
Faithfulness results in reward and rescue from temporal consequences.

23. “When they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another...”

Flight, not fatalism, is permitted. Perseverance involves prudence.

24-25. “The disciple is not above his master...”

If Christ suffered, His followers should expect the same. Sharing His reproach brings fellowship
and reward, not condemnation.

26-27. “Fear them not therefore... what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops.”

Courage comes from divine sovereignty. Truth once whispered must be boldly proclaimed. Fear
of man fades when faith rests in eternal perspective.



28. “Fear not them which kill the body... but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul
and body in hell.”

“Destroy” (apolesai, Gk.) means to bring ruin or loss, not annihilation. For believers, this warns
of divine discipline and temporal judgment, not loss of salvation. The focus is reverence, not
terror.

29-31. “Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing?... ye are of more value than many sparrows.”

Divine care extends to minute details. God’s sovereignty guarantees safety within His purpose.
“Fear not” affirms security in divine providence.

32-33. “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men...”

“Confess” (homologései, Gk.) means to openly acknowledge. This relates to public testimony,
not justification. Jesus will likewise acknowledge faithful believers at the Bema Seat (cf. 2 Tim.
2:12).

34-36. “Think not that | am come to send peace on earth...”

The gospel divides because truth exposes falsehood. Peace follows belief; conflict accompanies
its rejection. Family strife arises from allegiance to Christ, not aggression.

37. “He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me.”

“Worthy” means fit for fellowship and reward, not for eternal life. True discipleship demands
prioritizing Christ’s will above all relationships.

38. “And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.”

The “cross” symbolizes willingness to suffer rejection for Christ’'s sake. This is the cost of
service, not the condition of salvation.

39. “He that findeth his life shall lose it...”

“Life” (psychén, Gk.) refers to temporal experience. Self-preservation forfeits eternal reward;
surrender for Christ’s sake secures it.



40-42. “He that receiveth you receiveth me...”

Partnership in ministry yields shared reward. A “cup of cold water” given in faith will “in no wise
lose his reward.” God remembers every act done in grace.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Exousian (Gk., v.1): “authority,” delegated divine power.

Apostoloi (Gk., v.2): “sent ones,” official messengers.

Kérussontes (Gk., v.7): “proclaiming,” public announcement.

Merimnéséte (Gk., v.19): “be anxious,” trust replaces worry.

Sothésetai (Gk., v.22): “will be saved,” meaning delivered or preserved, not eternally justified.
Apolesai (Gk., v.28): “to bring to ruin,” temporal loss or judgment.

Homologései (Gk., v.32): “to confess or acknowledge openly.”

Psychén (Gk., v.39): “life,” referring to temporal existence, not eternal destiny.

Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 10 clarifies the distinction between apostleship, salvation, and discipleship. The
apostles’ miraculous authority was unique, but the principles of reliance, boldness, and reward
apply to all believers. Salvation is free through faith; discipleship is costly and tested through
loyalty under pressure. Confession before men is a fruit of fellowship, not a condition of
salvation. Fear of persecution cannot nullify eternal security, though it may affect reward.

Free Grace Summary

Jesus grants power for service, not salvation.



Endurance under persecution brings reward, not justification.

Confessing Christ ensures acknowledgment at the Judgment Seat, not entry into heaven.
Losing one’s life for Christ refers to sacrificial living, not eternal loss.

Grace secures eternal salvation; discipleship concerns temporal faithfulness and eternal reward.

God’s care guarantees that no believer perishes eternally, even when earthly suffering is
severe.

Matthew 11 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 11 marks a turning point in Jesus’ ministry. John the Baptist, now imprisoned, sends a
question of reassurance, and Jesus responds with compassion and evidence of fulfilled
prophecy. The chapter exposes the unbelief of Israel despite overwhelming proof of the
Messiah’s identity. Christ denounces unrepentant cities yet offers rest to all who come to Him by
faith. This chapter highlights the contrast between rejection and reception, unbelief and rest,
judgment and grace. It also introduces Jesus’ gentle self-revelation as the One who gives
spiritual rest — not through law or labor, but through faith in His person.

1. “And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of commanding his twelve disciples...”

After instructing the twelve, Jesus continues preaching in Galilean cities. His mission continues
even as He empowers others, emphasizing divine compassion despite national unbelief.

4

2-3. “Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples...’
John’s question, “Art thou he that should come?” shows temporary doubt, not disbelief. The
Messiah’s actions differed from his expectations of judgment. Even faithful servants can wrestle

with uncertainty under suffering.

4-6. “Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and see...”



Jesus answers not with rebuke but evidence: the blind see, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed,
and the poor hear the gospel. These fulfill Isaiah 35:5-6 and 61:1. “Blessed is he, whosoever
shall not be offended in me” calls John (and believers) to trust beyond circumstance.

7-9. “What went ye out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the wind?”

Jesus affirms John’s character — steadfast, not unstable. “A prophet? yea, and more than a
prophet” honors his unique role as the forerunner who personally announced the Messiah.

10. “Behold, | send my messenger before thy face...”

Citing Malachi 3:1, Jesus identifies John as the prophesied messenger preparing the way. His
ministry bridges the Law and the Messiah’s arrival.

11. “Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist...”
John’s greatness lies in privilege, not nature. “He that is least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he” refers to positional blessing of those in the new covenant era—having full
revelation of Christ's completed work.

12. “From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence...”

The “violence” (biazetai, Gk.) refers to eager, forceful pursuit—many pressing to seize the
blessing of the kingdom. It pictures urgency, not hostility.

13-15. “For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.”
John marks the close of the prophetic era and the dawn of fulfillment. “If ye will receive it, this is

Elias, which was for to come” indicates that John functioned in Elijah’s role, though not literally
Elijah.

16—19. “Whereunto shall | liken this generation?”

Jesus compares Israel’s unbelief to children refusing both John’s austerity and Christ’s grace.
They rejected both law-based warning and gospel invitation. “Wisdom is justified of her children”
means God’s wisdom is vindicated by those who accept His truth.



20-24. “Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty works were done...”

Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum receive stern warnings. Greater light brings greater
accountability. “It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon... than for you” reveals degrees of
judgment. Yet this judgment concerns temporal and eschatological consequence, not loss of
salvation for believers.

25. “At that time Jesus answered and said, | thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth...”

Christ rejoices that divine truth is hidden from the proud and revealed to the humble. The “wise
and prudent” represent self-righteous scholars; the “babes” symbolize the teachable who trust
God’s grace.

26-27. “Even so, Father... All things are delivered unto me of my Father...”
This verse declares Jesus’ divine authority and unique relationship with the Father. Knowledge

of God comes exclusively through the Son’s revelation — salvation rests on knowing Christ, not
human intellect.

28. “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.”

The invitation shifts from national rejection to personal appeal. “Labour” (kopiontes, Gk.) and
“heavy laden” (pefortismenoi, Gk.) describe those burdened by religious effort and guilt. “I will
give you rest” (anapauso, Gk.) means spiritual refreshment—salvation by grace, not striving.

29. “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me...”

The “yoke” symbolizes discipleship under grace. Unlike the yoke of the Law, it brings freedom
and joy. “Learn of me” (mathete ap’ emou, Gk.) calls believers into fellowship, not servitude.
Christ’'s meekness invites trust, not fear.

30. “For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

“Easy” (chréstos, Gk.) means kind or well-fitting. Serving under grace aligns with one’s new

nature in Christ. The burden of grace is light because it rests upon divine empowerment, not
human effort.



Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Biazetai (Gk., v.12): “to press into,” depicts earnest pursuit, not aggression.
Kopiontes (Gk., v.28): “to labor,” tire from toil or struggle.

Pefortismenoi (Gk., v.28): “to be burdened,” overloaded with obligation.

Anapauso (Gk., v.28): “to refresh, cause to rest,” denotes spiritual relief.

Mathete ap’ emou (Gk., v.29): “learn of me,” discipleship through personal fellowship.

Chrestos (Gk., v.30): “good, kind, gracious,” describing Christ’s yoke.

Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 11 reveals the contrast between human expectation and divine fulfillment. John’s doubt
reflects human weakness, but Christ’'s response shows grace and patience. The rejection of
miracles by Israel underscores unbelief, while the final invitation (“Come unto me”) displays

open grace to individuals. Jesus’ rest is salvation by faith alone, apart from works. His “yoke”
represents fellowship and learning in grace — not performance for acceptance.

Free Grace Summary

John’s doubt did not nullify his faith; believers may waver yet remain secure.

Judgment of cities refers to temporal and proportional accountability, not loss of salvation.
Jesus’ invitation promises rest from legalism, not labor for righteousness.

The “yoke” of Christ is discipleship rooted in relationship, not religious burden.

Salvation brings rest; discipleship brings growth. Both depend on grace, never merit.



Eternal security is implicit: once one comes to Christ, rest is a permanent gift, not a temporary
condition.

Matthew 12 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 12 records a decisive escalation of conflict between Jesus and the religious leaders.
The chapter centers on Israel’s rejection of their Messiah through hardened unbelief and
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. Jesus affirms His lordship over the Sabbath, heals in mercy,
and exposes the hypocrisy of external religion. When accused of casting out demons by Satan’s
power, He demonstrates that their rejection of truth brings judgment. Despite growing
opposition, Christ extends grace to all who do the Father’s will. The chapter contrasts lifeless
religion with Spirit-empowered reality, marking a turning point in Israel’s national rejection.

1-2. “At that time Jesus went on the sabbath day through the corn...”

The disciples’ act of plucking grain was lawful by Deuteronomy 23:25 but condemned by
Pharisaic tradition. Their accusation—“Behold, thy disciples do that which is not
lawful”—illustrates religion elevating man’s rules over God’s mercy.

3—4. “Have ye not read what David did... when he was an hungred?”

Jesus cites David eating the showbread (1 Samuel 21:6) to prove that human need outweighs
ceremonial ritual. Mercy aligns with God’s character more than rigid observance.

5-6. “Or have ye not read in the law... that the priests in the temple profane the sabbath, and
are blameless?”

Priests worked on the Sabbath performing sacrifices, yet were guiltless. Jesus—“in this place is
one greater than the temple”—declares Himself the divine fulfillment of all temple worship.

7-8. “But if ye had known what this meaneth, | will have mercy, and not sacrifice...”

Quoting Hosea 6:6 again, Jesus rebukes their lack of compassion. “The Son of man is Lord
even of the sabbath day” affirms His divine prerogative to define its purpose.



9-10. “And, behold, there was a man which had his hand withered...”

The leaders watch to accuse Him. Their hardness exposes hypocrisy—preferring rules over
restoration.

11-12. “What man shall there be among you, that shall have one sheep...?”

If rescuing a sheep on the Sabbath is lawful, how much more restoring a man? Jesus upholds
life and mercy above ritual.

13. “Then saith he to the man, Stretch forth thine hand...”

Christ heals by command, not effort. His word restores fully, proving divine power unhindered by
human limitation.

14. “Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council against him, how they might destroy him.”

This marks formal opposition—Israel’s leadership now plots His death, fulfilling Isaiah’s
prophecy of rejection.

15-16. “But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself...”

Christ’'s withdrawal is strategic humility, not fear. He avoids premature confrontation, fulfilling the
servant role predicted in Isaiah 42:1-4.

17-21. “Behold my servant, whom | have chosen...”
Matthew quotes Isaiah to emphasize Jesus’ gentle Messiahship—He brings justice through

grace, not coercion. “A bruised reed shall he not break” reveals His mercy toward the weak. “In
his name shall the Gentiles trust” anticipates the gospel’s global reach.

22-23. “Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb...”

Jesus heals instantly, proving divine authority. The amazed crowd wonders, “Is not this the son
of David?” recognizing messianic implication.



24. “But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by
Beelzebub...”

Their charge attributes divine power to Satan. This deliberate inversion of truth forms the basis
of the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit—persistent rejection of clear revelation.

25-26. “Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation...”

Jesus refutes their logic. Satan would not undermine his own dominion. Division leads to
destruction, not victory.

27-28. “If | by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast them out?... but if | cast
out devils by the Spirit of God...”

His works, empowered by the Spirit, confirm the kingdom’s arrival in their midst. Rejection of the
Spirit's witness reveals hardened unbelief.

29. “How can one enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods...”

Christ binds Satan through divine authority. His power demonstrates victory over demonic
control, not partnership with evil.

30. “He that is not with me is against me...”

Neutrality toward Christ is impossible. Rejection equals opposition.

31-32. “All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men...”

The “blasphemy against the Holy Ghost” refers to willful, national rejection of the Spirit's
testimony regarding Christ—not a single utterance, nor a sin a believer can commit. It was
unique to that generation of Israel who saw the miracles firsthand yet ascribed them to Satan.
33-37. “Either make the tree good, and his fruit good...”

Here, “fruit” (karpos, Gk.) refers to speech and doctrine, not moral behavior. False teaching

exposes a corrupt heart. “By thy words thou shalt be justified” means vindicated before men; “by
thy words thou shalt be condemned” means exposed as false, not eternally lost.



38-40. “Master, we would see a sign from thee...”

Their request for proof ignores abundant evidence. Jesus offers only “the sign of the prophet
Jonas”—His death and resurrection. The Gentile Ninevites repented at Jonah’s preaching;
Israel’s leaders refused greater light.

41-42. “The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment... the queen of the south...”

Gentile responsiveness contrasts Jewish rejection. “A greater than Jonas... and Solomon is
here” underscores their accountability.

43-45. “When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man...”
The parable pictures Israel’s national condition—temporarily cleansed by reformation under
John’s ministry but unfilled by faith in Christ. The “seven other spirits” represent intensified

apostasy. Their “last state” (post-rejection) would be worse, fulfilled in A.D. 70 through national
devastation.

46-50. “While he yet talked... his mother and his brethren stood without...”
Jesus redefines family: “Whosoever shall do the will of my Father... the same is my brother, and

sister, and mother.” Spiritual kinship transcends physical ties. Doing the Father’s will means
responding in faith to His Word, not achieving moral perfection.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Biazetai (Gk., v.12): “to press forcefully,” from earlier in Matthew 11, echoes pursuit of truth
despite opposition.

Karpos (Gk., v.33): “fruit,” denotes teaching or spoken doctrine.
Beelzeboul (Gk., v.24): “lord of flies,” a title for Satan.

Blasphemia (Gk., v.31): “defiant speech,” here rejection of revealed truth.



Anapheretai (Gk., v.32): “to be carried away,” implies guilt retained due to unbelief.

Metanoed (Gk., v.41): “to change the mind,” describes Nineveh’s repentance unto belief.

Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 12 marks the official turning point of Israel’s rejection. The leaders’ accusation of
demonic power demonstrates national unbelief. The blasphemy of the Spirit cannot occur
today—it was specific to eyewitness rejection of the Messiah’s miracles. Yet its principle warns
against resisting the Spirit’s conviction. True fruit is doctrinal fidelity, not moral display. The

unclean-spirit parable warns of reformation without regeneration. Spiritual relationship with
Christ depends on faith, not flesh.

Free Grace Summary

Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath; grace supersedes ritual.

The blasphemy of the Spirit refers to Israel’s national rejection, not individual loss of salvation.
“Fruit” means doctrine and confession, not works proving faith.

Reformation without faith leaves the soul empty and exposed.

True kinship with Christ is based on faith, not blood or effort.

Eternal security stands firm: rejection forfeits fellowship and reward, not salvation, for those who
have believed.

Matthew 13 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary



Matthew 13 introduces Jesus’ parables of the kingdom, revealing new truths about the mystery
form of the kingdom during the present church age—after Israel’s rejection but before the
millennial reign. Speaking from a boat to the multitude, Jesus unveils how truth will be received,
opposed, and mixed with error. The parables conceal truth from unbelievers while revealing it to
receptive hearts. The chapter transitions from Israel’s public opportunity to a hidden, spiritual
phase of God’s rule through faith. Each parable highlights responses to the gospel, counterfeit
influences, and future judgment—all within the framework of grace, not works.

1-3. “The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side...”
Leaving “the house” (Israel) and sitting by “the sea” (Gentile imagery) symbolizes the shift in His

ministry’s focus. Parables become the method of revealing spiritual truth to believers while
concealing it from the hard-hearted.

4-9. The Parable of the Sower

Seed = the Word of God; Sower = Christ and His messengers; Soils = responses of human
hearts.

“By the way side” — hard hearts where Satan snatches away truth before belief (unsaved).

“Stony places” — emotional hearers with shallow understanding who believe but fall away under
pressure (saved but unfruitful).

“Among thorns” — believers distracted by worldliness; they remain saved but unproductive.
“Good ground” — receptive believers who understand and bear fruit—fellowship, service, or

discipleship fruit, not proof of salvation.

“Fruit” (karpos, Gk.) in this context refers to spiritual productivity or teaching, not evidence of
regeneration.

10-13. “Why speakest thou unto them in parables?”



Jesus explains that parables reveal truth to disciples but conceal it from rejecters. “It is given
unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom” — mysteria (Gk.) = truths once hidden, now
disclosed through Christ. This partial blindness anticipates Israel’s national rejection.

14-15. “By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand...”

Quoting Isaiah 6:9-10, Jesus describes judicial hardening upon unbelieving Israel. Their
blindness is self-inflicted through refusal to believe.

16-17. “Blessed are your eyes, for they see...”

Believers are privileged to receive revelation hidden from prophets and righteous men of old.
Grace opens the heart to understanding.

18-23. Interpretation of the Sower

The explanation confirms that reception of the Word determines fruitfulness, not salvation. Only
the first soil represents unbelievers; the others are saved individuals with varying responses to
truth. The “good ground” produces fruit “some an hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty"—diversity of reward, not diversity of salvation.

24-30. The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares

A man sows good seed (true believers) while an enemy sows tares (false professors). The field
= the world, not the church. Both grow together until the harvest (end of the age). Separation
occurs at Christ’'s coming, not through human reform. The tares resemble wheat
externally—false doctrine and hypocrisy within professing Christendom.

31-32. The Parable of the Mustard Seed



The mustard seed, smallest among herbs, grows into a “tree,” symbolizing abnormal expansion
of Christendom into worldly power. “Birds” nesting in branches recall evil agents from
v.4—illustrating corruption mingling with growth.

33. The Parable of the Leaven

Leaven (zymé, GKk.) represents pervasive influence—always evil in Scripture. It pictures
doctrinal corruption spreading within the kingdom’s outward form until all is leavened.

34-35. “Without a parable spake he not unto them...”

Jesus fulfills Psalm 78:2, revealing “things which have been kept secret from the foundation of
the world.” Parables unveil the interim period between His rejection and return.

36—43. The Explanation of the Wheat and Tares
The “Son of man” sows; the “field” is the world. The “good seed” are believers; the “tares” are
unbelievers within outward Christendom. “The harvest is the end of the world” (sunteleia tou

aionos, Gk.), meaning the consummation of the age. Angels separate the wicked for judgment;
the righteous shine in the kingdom. This depicts eschatological separation, not loss of salvation.

44. The Parable of the Hidden Treasure

The treasure represents Israel, hidden in the world but still precious to God. Christ, the man,
sells all (gives His life) to purchase the field (world) to redeem His treasure.

45-46. The Parable of the Pearl of Great Price

The merchant seeking goodly pearls pictures Christ again. The “one pearl of great price”
represents the Church—one unified body of great value purchased by His blood.

47-50. The Parable of the Dragnet



The dragnet gathers fish of every kind. At the end of the age, angels separate the wicked from
the just. This judgment concerns unbelievers, not backslidden saints. The “furnace of fire”
signifies eternal separation for the unsaved.

51-52. “Every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven...”
A true teacher brings forth treasures old and new—connecting Old Testament prophecy with

New Testament revelation. Understanding Scripture involves seeing continuity without confusion
between Israel and the Church.

53-58. “A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country...”

In Nazareth, unbelief limits miracles—not God’s power but His purpose. Familiarity bred
contempt. Their rejection fulfills the broader theme: light refused leads to darkness.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Mysteria (Gk., v.11): “secret truths,” now revealed regarding the kingdom’s hidden form.
Karpos (Gk., v.8): “fruit,” refers to spiritual results or teaching, not proof of salvation.
Zymé (Gk., v.33): “leaven,” symbolizing corruption or false doctrine.

Sunteleia tou aidonos (Gk., v.39): “end of the age,” final phase before kingdom restoration.
Therismos (Gk., v.39): “harvest,” picturing judgment and separation.

Polytimos (Gk., v.46): “of great price,” denotes exceeding value of redeemed people.

Doctrinal Insight



Matthew 13 unveils the mystery kingdom—the period of mixed belief and unbelief between
Christ’s ascension and return. Salvation remains by faith alone, but outward Christendom
becomes a field of both wheat and tares. “Fruit” signifies usefulness and fellowship, not
evidence of life. Christ’s parables reveal grace working amidst corruption and foretell a final
separation when truth is vindicated.

Free Grace Summary
Only the first soil pictures the unsaved; the others are saved with varied fruitfulness.
“Fruit” concerns growth and reward, not proof of regeneration.

The wheat and tares illustrate coexistence of believers and unbelievers in the world, not loss of
salvation.

The leaven and mustard tree depict corruption entering professing Christendom.
The hidden treasure and pearl portray Christ’'s redeeming love for Israel and the Church.
Eternal security remains intact—true believers remain wheat, never turned to tares.

Matthew 14 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 14 presents two contrasting scenes: the death of John the Baptist under Herod’s
corruption and the compassionate power of Christ through miraculous provision and dominion
over nature. The chapter highlights faith amid fear, divine sufficiency in scarcity, and Christ’s
authority in the storm. John’s martyrdom reveals the world’s hostility toward truth; the feeding of
the five thousand displays grace meeting human need; and Peter’s brief walk on water
demonstrates faith’s triumph and failure. Through every event, the lesson is clear — salvation
rests on Christ’s identity, while discipleship tests trust and obedience.

1-2. “At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus...”



Herod Antipas, ruler of Galilee, mistakes Jesus for John resurrected. His superstition reflects
guilt rather than faith. The world’s conscience fears resurrection power but rejects repentance.

3—4. “For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him...”

John rebuked Herod’s unlawful marriage to Herodias (his brother’s wife), proving that truth
confronts sin regardless of consequence. The prophet’s imprisonment marks the price of
fearless testimony.

5-8. “When Herod’s birthday was kept... the daughter of Herodias danced before them...”

Herod’s feast becomes a stage of moral collapse. Herodias’ manipulation leads to John’s death,
demonstrating how political compromise and lust destroy righteousness.

9-12. “And the king was sorry: nevertheless for the oath’s sake...”

Herod’s weak conscience bows to social pressure. John’s execution illustrates the world’s
rejection of God’s messenger, foreshadowing the rejection of the Messiah.

13. “When Jesus heard of it, he departed thence by ship into a desert place apart...”
In grief and solitude, Jesus withdraws — not from fear, but for quiet communion. Even the Son
of Man sought rest and renewal with the Father. Yet the multitudes followed, and compassion

overruled weariness.

14. “And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved with compassion toward
them, and he healed their sick.”

“Moved with compassion” (splagchnistheis, Gk.) indicates deep inner mercy. Despite rejection,
His heart overflows with grace.

15-17. “When it was evening... We have here but five loaves, and two fishes.”

The disciples see insufficiency; Jesus sees opportunity. Their practical reasoning contrasts
divine provision. “We have but...” expresses human limitation; grace begins where self ends.

18-19. “He said, Bring them hither to me.”



Christ blesses the inadequate and multiplies it. The act of blessing before breaking foreshadows
the cross — His body broken to give life to many.

20-21. “And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the fragments that remained
twelve baskets full.”

Nothing is wasted in divine economy. “Filled” (echortasthésan, Gk.) denotes complete
satisfaction. God’s supply exceeds need — grace always overflows.

22. “And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship...”

“Constrained” (énankasen, Gk.) shows deliberate purpose. Jesus sends them into the storm to
test faith, not punish fear.

23. “And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray.”

Christ intercedes while His disciples struggle — a picture of His heavenly advocacy today. The
storm reveals dependence, not distance.

24-25. “But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves... and in the fourth
watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea.”

The fourth watch (3—6 a.m.) represents the darkest hour before dawn. Christ’'s delay is
purposeful — faith matures in testing. His approach shows mastery over chaos.

26. “It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear.”

Their terror shows misperception; fear always distorts vision. Faith recognizes presence where
fear sees threat.

27. “But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is |; be not afraid.”

“Itis I” (egd eimi, Gk.) echoes God’s divine name — “I AM.” His identity dissolves fear, not
because danger vanishes, but because deity is near.

28-29. “Peter answered him... Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.”



Peter’s request reflects courage born of faith. Jesus’ word “Come” (elthe, Gk.) empowers
obedience. Faith walks on the impossible when fixed on Christ.

30. “But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid...”

Distraction breaks confidence. The moment focus shifts from the Lord to circumstances, faith
sinks. Yet Peter’s cry, “Lord, save me,” shows instant dependence — not regeneration, but
deliverance.

31. “Immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand...”

Grace responds faster than failure. Jesus’ rebuke, “O thou of little faith,” diagnoses doubt, not
disbelief. Faith may waver, but it cannot be lost once rooted in Him.

32-33. “When they were come into the ship, the wind ceased... They worshipped him, saying,
Of a truth thou art the Son of God.”

The calm reveals recognition. This confession is the first recorded worship from the disciples —
acknowledgment of His divine sonship.

34-36. “They came into the land of Gennesaret... they sent out into all that country round
about...”

The crowds immediately gather, seeking healing. Even touching “the hem of his garment”
(kraspedou, Gk.) brings restoration. The emphasis remains faith in His person, not ritual touch.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Splagchnistheis (Gk., v.14): “moved with compassion,” deep inner mercy.
Echortasthésan (Gk., v.20): “they were filled,” completely satisfied.
Enankasen (Gk., v.22): “to compel or constrain,” showing divine intention.
Ego eimi (Gk., v.27): “| am,” divine self-identification.

Elthe (Gk., v.29): “come,” a single word of command and enablement.



Kraspedou (Gk., v.36): “fringe or hem,” symbolic of authority and presence.

Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 14 juxtaposes rejection and revelation. John’s death exposes worldly corruption, while
Jesus’ miracles display divine compassion. The feeding of the multitude demonstrates that
human lack never limits God’s provision. Peter’s experience on the sea illustrates faith’s fragility

but Christ’s sufficiency. The narrative confirms that security lies in the Savior’s hand, not the
believer’s steadiness.

Free Grace Summary

Faith may falter but remains faith; salvation is secure despite weakness.

The feeding miracle symbolizes grace—Christ provides abundantly for human need.
Fear arises from misperceiving Christ’s presence; faith rests in His Word.

“Lord, save me” expresses dependence, not initial salvation.

Grace responds instantly to faltering faith and restores fellowship.

Worship grows from experiencing Christ's saving power, affirming His divinity and care.

Matthew 15 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 15 contrasts human tradition with divine truth, showing that external religion cannot
purify the heart. Jesus exposes the Pharisees’ hypocrisy in elevating man-made customs above
God’s commandments. He teaches that defilement arises from within, not from ceremonial
violations. The chapter also reveals faith’s simplicity through a Gentile woman’s persistence and
divine sufficiency as He feeds four thousand. The theme centers on heart reality over ritual
performance—grace over human effort.



1-2. “Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees... Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition
of the elders?”

Their question reveals misplaced authority. “Tradition of the elders” (paradosin ton presbyteron,
Gk.) was oral rabbinic law, not Scripture. They accused the disciples of unwashed hands—ritual
impurity, not moral sin.

3-6. “Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?”

Jesus overturns their charge: tradition violates divine command. He cites their loophole

“Corban” vow—declaring possessions dedicated to God to evade parental duty—thus nullifying
the fifth commandment. Religion often excuses neglect under the guise of devotion.

7-9. “Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you...”

Quoting Isaiah 29:13, Jesus declares their worship vain. Their lips honor God, but their hearts
are distant. Man’s invented religion replaces divine revelation, producing empty ritualism.

10-11. “Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man...”

Jesus redefines purity: defilement arises from the heart’s moral corruption, not dietary contact.
This pronouncement anticipates the end of ceremonial food laws.

12—-14. “Knowest thou that the Pharisees were offended...”
Truth always offends pride. Jesus calls them “blind leaders of the blind.” Their system cannot

guide to righteousness because it originates from self. “Every plant... not planted by my Father,
shall be rooted up” refers to false religious systems destined for divine uprooting.

15-20. “Declare unto us this parable.”



Peter’s request allows Jesus to explain that spiritual uncleanness flows from inner
corruption—evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, thefts. “Out of the heart” (ek tés kardias, Gk.)
summarizes depravity. Man’s core problem is internal, proving salvation must come from divine
grace, not human purification.

21-22. “Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon...”

His withdrawal into Gentile territory previews worldwide grace. A Canaanite woman cries for
mercy—an outsider appealing to Israel’'s Messiah, calling Him “Son of David.”

23-24. “He answered her not a word... | am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.”

Jesus’ silence tests faith and affirms His covenant priority. Yet His mission includes Gentiles
ultimately (cf. 28:19). Her persistence reveals true belief.

25-27. “Lord, help me... Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs...”

Her humility and logic display remarkable faith. She accepts her unworthiness but trusts His
goodness. Her reasoning—“even dogs eat crumbs”—shows confidence in grace’s overflow.

28. “O woman, great is thy faith...”

Christ commends her trust, not her argument. Her daughter’s instant healing proves salvation
and blessing are by faith alone, beyond ethnicity or ritual.

29-31. “Jesus departed... and went up into a mountain...”

He heals multitudes—lame, blind, maimed—fulfilling Messianic prophecy (Isaiah 35:5-6). The
crowds glorify the “God of Israel,” recognizing divine power revealed in compassion.

32-34. “| have compassion on the multitude...”

Again His splagchnizomai (Gk.)—deep compassion—moves Him to provide. The disciples’
forgetfulness mirrors human limitation; divine patience repeats the lesson learned in chapter 14.



35-38. “He took the seven loaves and the fishes...”

Seven loaves (number of completeness) symbolize sufficient grace for Gentiles as well as Jews.
All “did eat, and were filled,” affirming spiritual satisfaction in Christ alone.

39. “He sent away the multitude, and took ship, and came into the coasts of Magdala.”

The feeding of four thousand closes this section with Christ’s care extending beyond Israel,
foreshadowing gospel outreach to the nations.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Paradosis (Gk., v.2): “tradition,” human teaching transmitted beside Scripture.
Hypokrités (Gk., v.7): “actor,” one wearing a mask; used for religious pretenders.
Kardia (Gk., v.19): “heart,” center of thought and will.

Splagchnizomai (Gk., v.32): “to be moved with compassion,” intense inner mercy.

Kunas (Gk., v.27): “dogs,” diminutive form here meaning house pets, not scavengers—implying
Gentiles’ humble access to grace.

Echortasthésan (Gk., v.37): “were filled,” completely satisfied, both physically and spiritually.

Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 15 exposes religion’s failure to cleanse and exalts grace that transforms. Outward acts
cannot purify inward sin. The Gentile woman’s faith demonstrates salvation apart from covenant
privilege or merit. Christ's compassion extends beyond boundaries; His provision satisfies all
who come in faith. True holiness flows from inward renewal, not external compliance.

Free Grace Summary



Human tradition cannot cleanse the heart; only faith in Christ saves.

Defilement originates within, proving man’s need for divine grace.

The Canaanite woman’s faith shows that salvation is universally available by belief alone.
Jesus’ compassion reveals God’s sufficiency for all, Jew or Gentile.

Grace satisfies completely—*“they did all eat and were filled.”

Eternal security rests in God’s work within, not man’s outward religion.

Matthew 16 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 16 marks a pivotal shift in Jesus’ ministry—from public proclamation to private
preparation of His disciples. The chapter opens with demands for signs from unbelieving
leaders and culminates with Peter’s confession of Christ’s identity and Jesus’ first clear
prediction of His death and resurrection. It also introduces the Church, distinct from Israel,
founded on the confession that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. Jesus rebukes
human reasoning, warns of false teaching, and explains that discipleship involves self-denial,
not as a condition of salvation but as a call to follow the One who guarantees it.

1-3. “The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him that he would
shew them a sign from heaven.”

These rival groups unite in unbelief. They demand heavenly proof while ignoring clear evidence
of His works. Jesus rebukes them for interpreting weather signs but not spiritual ones—blind to
the dawn of the Messianic age.

4. “A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign...”

“Adulterous” describes covenant unfaithfulness. Only “the sign of the prophet Jonas” (His
resurrection) will be given. Faith that depends on signs is not faith at all.



5-7. “Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.”

The disciples misunderstand, thinking of literal bread. Jesus uses “leaven” (zymée, Gk.) to
symbolize doctrinal corruption—legalism from the Pharisees and rationalism from the
Sadducees.

8-12. “O ye of little faith... how is it that ye do not understand?”

He reminds them of prior miracles—proof of divine provision. Forgetting grace breeds fear and
confusion. Finally, they grasp that “leaven” refers to false teaching, not food.

13. “When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, Whom do
men say that | the Son of man am?”

In a region filled with pagan shrines, Jesus raises the ultimate question of identity. Popular
views—John, Elijah, Jeremiah—fall short of acknowledging His deity.

14-16. “But whom say ye that | am? And Simon Peter answered... Thou art the Christ, the Son
of the living God.”

Peter’s confession declares both Messiahship and divine sonship. Faith recognizes Christ’'s
person and promise, not merely His power.

17. “Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.”

True understanding is spiritual revelation, not human reasoning. Salvation depends on divine
initiative, not intellect or works.

18. “Thou art Peter, and upon this rock | will build my church...”
“Peter” (Petros, Gk.) = a small stone; “rock” (petra, Gk.) = massive foundation. Christ builds His
Church upon the truth Peter confessed—Jesus Himself as the Son of the living God. The

Church is distinct from Israel and invincible against “the gates of hell.”

19. “I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven...”



Peter receives authority to open the gospel to Jews (Acts 2) and Gentiles (Acts 10). “Keys”
symbolize stewardship of the message, not control of entrance.

20. “Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.”

Because Israel had rejected Him, public proclamation gives way to private instruction. The
kingdom offer is withdrawn until His return.

21. “From that time forth began Jesus to shew... how that he must go unto Jerusalem... and be
killed, and be raised again the third day.”

This marks the first clear prophecy of His death and resurrection. The phrase “from that time
forth” signals a major transition—from offer of the kingdom to preparation for the cross.

22-23. “Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him... Be it far from thee, Lord.”
Peter’s affection clashes with divine necessity. Jesus’ rebuke—"“Get thee behind me,

Satan”—reveals that human reasoning aligned with the tempter’s agenda when it resists the
Cross.

24. “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.”

This invitation concerns discipleship, not salvation. To “deny self’ means surrendering personal

ambition for service; “take up his cross” anticipates suffering for faithfulness, not earning eternal
life.

25-26. “For whosoever will save his life shall lose it...”

Paradox of discipleship: self-preservation forfeits spiritual reward. Eternal life is a gift; the “life”
here refers to experiential fulfilment and reward in Christ's coming kingdom.

27. “For the Son of man shall come... and then he shall reward every man according to his
works.”



Judgment for believers occurs at the Bema Seat, assessing faithfulness for reward, not
salvation. Works reveal service, not eternal destiny.

28. “There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man
coming in his kingdom.”

Fulfilled in the next chapter’s transfiguration, where Peter, James, and John witness a preview
of His glory—assurance that the kingdom will come despite rejection.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes
Zymé (Gk., v.6): “leaven,” symbol of corruption or false doctrine.

Petros / Petra (Gk., v.18): “small stone” / “massive rock,” distinguishing Peter from Christ the
foundation.

Ekklesia (Gk., v.18): “assembly,” the Church as Christ’s called-out body.
Kleidés (Gk., v.19): “keys,” symbolizing entrusted authority to open truth.
Mathetés (Gk., v.24): “disciple,” a learner or follower, not equivalent to believer.

Misthos (Gk., v.27): “reward or recompense,” granted for faithfulness, not salvation.

Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 16 establishes foundational church truth: Christ is the Rock, not Peter; salvation rests
on divine revelation of His person. The Church is built by Christ and guaranteed against failure.
Discipleship calls believers to self-denial and cross-bearing, not as prerequisites for salvation
but as paths of growth and reward. The promise of judgment according to works concerns
service accountability, not eternal destiny.

Free Grace Summary



Salvation rests on confessing Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God.
The “rock” is Christ Himself, not Peter or his successors.

Discipleship involves following Christ in obedience and sacrifice, distinct from receiving eternal
life.

Rewards are based on faithfulness; eternal life is the free gift of grace.

The Church’s foundation and future are secure in Christ's promise—"“the gates of hell shall not
prevail.”

Matthew 17 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 17 records the Transfiguration, affirming Jesus’ divine glory and the Father’s approval
of His Son. The chapter contrasts heavenly revelation with earthly unbelief. Three disciples
witness Christ’'s majesty, while others struggle with faith below the mountain. The lesson
emphasizes that the One destined for the cross is also the King of glory. It includes Jesus’
power over demons, His prophecy of death and resurrection, and a miraculous provision for the
temple tax, revealing His deity and humility.

1-2. “After six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into
an high mountain apart.”

These three form the inner circle of intimacy. “After six days” links the event to the prior promise
(16:28). The “high mountain” likely refers to Mount Hermon.

“And was transfigured before them...”

“Transfigured” (metemorphothé, Gk.) means “transformed in appearance.” The glory normally
veiled by flesh shone outward—His face like the sun, His garments white as light. This reveals
His deity, not a change of nature but of manifestation.

3—4. “Behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him.”



Moses represents the Law; Elijah the Prophets—both testifying to Christ’s fulfillment. They
speak of His upcoming death (Luke 9:31). Peter’s suggestion to build three tabernacles
misunderstands equality—Christ surpasses all.

5. “While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them...”
The Shekinah glory cloud, symbol of God’s presence, envelops them. The Father’s voice
declares, “This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased; hear ye him.” This reaffirms the

Son’s unique authority and pleasure of the Father, echoing His baptism (3:17).

6-8. “They fell on their face... Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not
afraid.”

Divine majesty overwhelms them, but Christ’s touch restores calm. Grace bridges fear and

fellowship. When they lift their eyes, they “saw no man, save Jesus only"—the central truth of
faith: Christ alone remains.

9. “Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from the dead.”

The revelation of glory must await the resurrection to be rightly understood. Glory follows
suffering; resurrection confirms identity.

10-13. “Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come?”

Jesus clarifies that Elijah’s ministry has a preliminary fulfillment in John the Baptist—coming “in
the spirit and power of Elijah.” Israel’s rejection of John parallels their rejection of the Messiah.

14-16. “There came to him a certain man, kneeling down to him, and saying, Lord, have mercy
on my son...”

The disciples’ failure to heal the demoniac reveals inadequate dependence on divine power.
The boy’s symptoms (seizures, self-destruction) illustrate Satan’s cruelty.

17. “O faithless and perverse generation...”



Jesus laments unbelief—not the boy’s father, but the broader generation. Faithless Israel
mirrors the disciples’ spiritual weakness.

18. “And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him...”

His authority is absolute. Deliverance occurs instantly—showing His word’s supremacy over
demonic power.

19-20. “Why could not we cast him out?... Because of your unbelief.”

Faith is not measured by quantity but by its object. “If ye have faith as a grain of mustard
seed...” (kokkon sinapeds, Gk.) means that even minimal genuine faith in divine power
accomplishes great things. The issue is not saving faith but operational trust.

21. “Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.”

Prayer indicates dependence; fasting sharpens focus. Spiritual victory depends on reliance, not
ritual.

22-23. “The Son of man shall be betrayed... and they shall kill him, and the third day he shall
be raised again.”

This second passion prediction reinforces the certainty of His mission. The disciples’ sorrow
reveals continued misunderstanding—they focus on death, not resurrection.

24. “They that received tribute money came to Peter, and said, Doth not your master pay
tribute?”

The “tribute” (didrachmon, Gk.) refers to the temple tax, not Roman tribute. The collectors
assume Jesus’ obligation as a Jewish teacher.

25-26. “Of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute? of their own children, or of
strangers?”



Jesus’ logic: royal sons are exempt from temple tax—He, as Son of God, is free. Yet He
chooses submission to avoid unnecessary offense.

27. “Go thou to the sea, and cast an hook... thou shalt find a piece of money...”
A miracle of sovereignty and humility. The coin (stater, Gk.) exactly covers both Peter and

Jesus, symbolizing Christ’s identification with His people. The one who owns creation willingly
pays His own due.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Metemorphothé (Gk., v.2): “transfigured,” to change outward form while essence remains.
Phos (Gk., v.2): “light,” radiant brilliance of divine presence.

Shekinah (Aram. concept, v.5): “dwelling glory” of God’s presence.

Kokkon sinapeos (Gk., v.20): “grain of mustard seed,” smallest known seed symbolizing genuine
but small faith.

Didrachmon (Gk., v.24): “two-drachma tax,” temple contribution from Exodus 30:13.

Stater (Gk., v.27): silver coin equal to four drachmas, sufficient for two men’s tax.

Doctrinal Insight
Matthew 17 bridges revelation and redemption. The Transfiguration affirms Jesus’ deity and
anticipates His kingdom glory, while the cross remains central to His purpose. Faith’s power

depends on dependence, not size. The temple-tax miracle blends majesty and
meekness—Christ, the Son, voluntarily subjects Himself for others’ sake.

Free Grace Summary

The Transfiguration reveals the eternal Son’s divine glory.



“Jesus only” emphasizes the exclusivity of faith in Him for salvation.

Faith’s power is derived from dependence, not human strength.

The prophecy of His death confirms redemption’s necessity and certainty.

Christ’'s payment of the tax illustrates voluntary humility—freedom expressed through love.
Eternal security rests in the Son’s finished work, who shares both glory and grace with His own.

Matthew 18 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 18 presents Jesus’ teaching on humility, forgiveness, and fellowship among believers.
The chapter shifts from questions of greatness to instructions on how God’s children should
treat one another in the community of faith. It emphasizes childlike dependence, protection of
the weak, restoration of the fallen, and the necessity of forgiveness as an outflow of grace—not
as a requirement for salvation. The passage clarifies that God disciplines His children in love,
and believers reflect His heart when they restore others rather than retaliate.

1. “At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom
of heaven?”

Their question reveals ambition rather than submission. Jesus redirects their thinking from
position to posture.

2—-4. “Jesus called a little child unto him... Except ye be converted, and become as little
children...”

“Converted” (strephéte, Gk.) means “to turn” or “change direction.” The call is not to be sinless
but humble and trusting. True greatness in the kingdom reflects dependence on God, not

superiority over others.

5. “Whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me.”



To welcome believers (symbolized by children) in Christ’s name is to honor Him. Fellowship is
rooted in grace, not merit.

6—7. “Whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me...”

“Offend” (skandalizd, Gk.) means “to cause to stumble.” God severely warns against harming
believers through false teaching or abuse of authority. The millstone image underscores the
seriousness of leading others astray.

8-9. “If thy hand or foot offend thee, cut them off...”

Figurative language illustrating the need for radical separation from sin’s influence, not literal

mutilation. The contrast between life and “hell fire” (geenna, Gk.) reflects temporal judgment and
divine discipline for sin, not loss of eternal life.

10. “Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones...”

Angels “do always behold the face of my Father” signifies divine concern and heavenly
representation for every believer—each one precious to God.

11. “For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost.”

This verse summarizes Christ’s mission: to rescue, not condemn. His purpose in context
extends beyond salvation from hell—it includes restoration from spiritual wandering.

12—14. Parable of the Lost Sheep
The shepherd leaves ninety-nine to find one lost sheep. The parable illustrates divine pursuit of

straying believers. God rejoices more over one restored than over many who never wandered. It
concerns fellowship restoration, not initial salvation.

15-17. “If thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault...”



This outlines church discipline rooted in grace:

1. Private confrontation.

2. Small-group confirmation.

3. Corporate admonition.
The goal is restoration, not punishment. Persistent refusal may result in loss of fellowship, not
eternal condemnation.

18. “Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven...”

Authority here concerns church discipline and reconciliation, not salvation. Heaven ratifies what
is done in accordance with God’s revealed Word.

19-20. “Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst of them.”

Christ’s presence guarantees divine sanction where believers act in unity under His authority.
This is a promise of spiritual fellowship, not a requirement for prayer’s validity.

21. “Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and |
forgive him?”

Peter’s suggested limit of seven times seems generous, but Jesus expands forgiveness
infinitely.

22. “l say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.”

Forgiveness must reflect God’s unlimited grace. It is not numerical but attitudinal—a continual
willingness to restore fellowship.

23-27. Parable of the Unforgiving Servant



The king’s forgiveness of an unpayable debt represents divine mercy in salvation. The servant’s
refusal to forgive a minor debt illustrates hypocrisy in those who receive grace yet deny it to
others.

28-31. “He laid hands on him, and took him by the throat...”

The image portrays cruelty and ingratitude. The forgiven servant’s behavior contradicts the
character of the grace he received.

32-34. “O thou wicked servant... shouldest not thou also have had compassion?”

The master delivers him to “tormentors”—a picture of divine discipline, not eternal damnation.
Temporal chastisement follows unforgiveness among believers.

35. “So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you...”

The warning applies to fellowship, not justification. Refusing forgiveness brings divine
correction, not loss of salvation.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Strephéte (Gk., v.3): “to turn” or “be converted,” indicating change of attitude, not regeneration.
Skandalizo (Gk., v.6): “to trip, cause to stumble,” moral or doctrinal harm.

Geenna (Gk., v.9): “Valley of Hinnom,” symbol of judgment, not loss of eternal life.

Ekklesia (Gk., v.17): “assembly” or “church,” corporate fellowship body.

Ded / Lud (Gk., v.18): “bind / loose,” authority to apply discipline or restoration in alignment with
heaven’s will.

Charizomai (Gk., v.27): “to grant freely,” the grace-based verb for forgiveness.

Doctrinal Insight



Matthew 18 emphasizes humility, holiness, and forgiveness within the believing community. God
values each believer and disciplines lovingly to restore fellowship. True greatness lies in serving
others, not asserting power. The forgiven must become forgiving, reflecting God’s own mercy.
The chapter deals with relational accountability among the saved, not conditions for eternal life.

Free Grace Summary

“Converted” means turning to humility, not earning salvation.

Discipline and “hell fire” depict divine correction, not loss of eternal security.
The lost sheep parable illustrates restoration of a straying believer.

Binding and loosing concern church discipline, not salvation authority.
Forgiveness among believers flows from grace already received.

Eternal life remains secure; God’s discipline restores fellowship, not salvation.

Matthew 19 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 19 transitions from kingdom teaching to practical discipleship, confronting issues of
marriage, wealth, and eternal life. Jesus affirms God’s original design for marriage, blesses
childlike faith, and exposes the rich young ruler’s misplaced confidence in works. The chapter
distinguishes between salvation as a free gift and discipleship as costly service. Christ’s
conversation with the rich man illustrates that eternal life cannot be earned by law-keeping or
sacrifice. God’s grace alone saves, while faithful following brings reward in the coming kingdom.

1-2. “And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these sayings, he departed from
Galilee...”

As He heads toward Judea, His Galilean ministry closes. Crowds follow, and He heals—proof
that compassion and power accompany truth.



3. “The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him...”

Their question about divorce aims to trap Him between rabbinic schools: Hillel (liberal) and
Shammai (strict). The issue exposes their legalistic manipulation of Moses’ allowance.

4-6. “Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and
female...”

Jesus grounds marriage in creation, not in rabbinic debate. “They twain shall be one flesh”
affirms lifelong union. What God joins, man must not sever.

7-8. “Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement?”

Moses permitted divorce for hardness of heart (sklérokardia, Gk.), not as divine approval but
concession to sin’s reality. Jesus restores God'’s original intent—fidelity and grace.

9. “Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication...”
The “exception clause” applies to marital unfaithfulness within Jewish betrothal custom. Jesus

addresses Israel’s law context, not universal civil procedure. Adultery breaks fellowship, not
salvation; grace still forgives.

10-12. “His disciples say... If the case of the man be so... it is not good to marry.”

Their reaction shows the difficulty of divine standards. Jesus affirms celibacy as a gift for some,
not a requirement. The “eunuchs” here include those unmarried for the kingdom’s service,
voluntarily abstaining to serve undistractedly.

13-15. “Then were there brought unto him little children...”

The disciples rebuke them, misunderstanding the nature of grace. Jesus declares, “of such is
the kingdom of heaven.” Childlike trust—not innocence or effort—illustrates the attitude of
saving faith.



16. “Behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall | do, that | may
have eternal life?”

The rich young ruler’s question exposes a works-based mindset. He seeks to do rather than
believe.

17-19. “If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.”

Jesus answers according to his premise. The law demands perfection—thus exposing his
inability. “Keep the commandments” demonstrates that human righteousness falls short.

20-21. “All these things have | kept from my youth up: what lack | yet?”

His self-confidence reveals blindness to sin. Jesus tests him: “Sell that thou hast... and follow
me.” This call exposes idolatry, not an additional requirement for salvation. Eternal life is free;
discipleship costs everything.

22. “He went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.”

His sorrow proves bondage to wealth. He loved riches more than Christ, choosing security over
faith. The issue is not loss of salvation opportunity, but failure to believe.

23-24. “A rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.”

Riches deceive with self-sufficiency. “Camel through the eye of a needle” expresses
impossibility—salvation cannot be achieved through human effort or privilege.

25-26. “Who then can be saved?... With men this is impossible; but with God all things are
possible.”

Here salvation’s simplicity shines: impossible by works, possible only by grace through faith.
God alone saves.

27. “Then answered Peter... behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we
have therefore?”



Peter moves from salvation to reward. Following Christ involves cost, but reward is assured.
28. “Ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

The apostles’ reward concerns millennial authority. Their service will be honored in the coming
kingdom.

29. “Every one that hath forsaken houses... shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit
everlasting life.”

Eternal life is inherited (possessed) by grace; reward is multiplied through service. The
“hundredfold” reflects divine generosity, not earned salvation.

30. “But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first.”

God'’s reward system reverses worldly values. Grace exalts the humble and tests motives of
service, not status.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Sklérokardia (Gk., v.8): “hardness of heart,” stubborn resistance to God’s will.
Paidia (Gk., v.13): “little children,” emphasizing dependence and simplicity of faith.
Teleios (Gk., v.21): “perfect,” meaning complete or mature, not sinless.

Plousios (Gk., v.23): “rich man,” one relying on abundance for security.

Adynaton (Gk., v.26): “impossible,” emphasizing divine necessity for salvation.

Misthos (Gk., v.29): “reward or recompense,” distinct from the gift (dorea) of eternal life.

Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 19 clarifies the distinction between eternal life (a gift) and discipleship (a rewardable
calling). The rich young ruler’s problem was unbelief masked by moral pride. Jesus used the law



to reveal sin and redirect him to grace. Eternal life cannot be purchased, earned, or inherited by
works—it is received through faith alone. However, following Christ in faithful obedience brings
eternal rewards and joy in His coming kingdom.

Free Grace Summary

Marriage and celibacy are divine callings, not means of merit.

Childlike faith alone gains entrance to eternal life.

The rich young ruler failed because he trusted himself, not Christ.

Salvation is impossible by human effort but freely possible by God’s grace.
Discipleship costs, but salvation is free.

Rewards in the kingdom are based on service; eternal life is based on faith alone.

Matthew 20 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 20 continues Jesus’ teaching on the contrast between grace and merit. The Parable of
the Laborers in the Vineyard demonstrates God'’s sovereignty and generosity in reward,
emphasizing that service is a privilege, not a negotiation. The chapter also contains Jesus’ third
clear prophecy of His death and resurrection, the disciples’ struggle for status, and the healing
of two blind men who cry for mercy. The overarching message is that God’s grace governs both
salvation and service — eternal life is freely given, and rewards are graciously distributed
according to faithfulness, not hierarchy.

1-2. “For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder...”

The “householder” represents God; the “vineyard” His work. Workers hired at various hours
illustrate differing times and lengths of service. The agreed wage—a denarius—symbolizes
reward by grace, not time served.



3-7. “He went out about the third hour... and the eleventh hour...”

The continual hiring shows God'’s readiness to involve all who are willing, even latecomers. The
“eleventh hour” laborers depict believers who enter service near life’s end yet receive full
acceptance.

8—10. “Call the labourers, and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first.”

This reversal illustrates grace: God honors faithfulness, not duration. All receive the same
denarius—symbolizing equal standing in Christ, not identical rewards.

11-12. “They murmured against the goodman of the house...”

The early workers’ complaint reveals envy rooted in self-comparison. Grace offends those who
view service transactionally.

13-15. “Friend, | do thee no wrong... Is thine eye evil, because | am good?”

God’s generosity exposes man'’s jealousy. Divine justice and goodness coexist: He wrongs none
but rewards as He wills.

16. “So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen.”

“Called” (kletoi, Gk.) refers to all invited to service; “chosen” (eklektoi, Gk.) to those rewarded for
faithful labor. This pertains to discipleship privilege, not salvation election.

17-19. “Behold, we go up to Jerusalem...”

Jesus predicts His betrayal, condemnation, crucifixion, and resurrection for the third time. The
precision reveals His voluntary submission and sovereign control. Grace flows through suffering.

20-21. “Then came to him the mother of Zebedee’s children...”

James and John, through their mother, request seats of honor. Their ambition misunderstands
kingdom greatness.

22-23. “Ye know not what ye ask... Are ye able to drink of the cup that | shall drink of?”



“The cup” (potérion, Gk.) symbolizes suffering. They affirm readiness, yet only later understand
through persecution. Jesus promises they will share in His suffering but positions of honor are
sovereignly assigned.

24-27. “When the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation...”

Their anger shows equal pride. Jesus teaches: greatness in His kingdom is measured by
servanthood, not status. “Whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant.”

28. “Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life
a ransom for many.”

This verse summarizes the gospel. “Ransom” (lytron, Gk.) denotes substitutionary payment. His
death secures redemption for all, guaranteeing eternal security to those who believe.

29-30. “And as they departed from Jericho... behold, two blind men sitting by the way side...”

These men symbolize spiritual blindness in Israel but faith’s cry for mercy. Despite the crowd’s
rebuke, they persist, addressing Him as “Son of David,” a Messianic title.

31-33. “Jesus stood still... What will ye that | shall do unto you?”

His question draws confession of need—faith must express dependence. “Lord, that our eyes
may be opened.”

34. “So Jesus had compassion on them, and touched their eyes: and immediately their eyes
received sight, and they followed him.”

Instant healing reflects the nature of saving grace—immediate and complete. Sight leads to
discipleship: they “followed him,” not to gain salvation, but out of gratitude.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes
Klétoi (Gk., v.16): “called,” invited to service or privilege.

Eklektoi (Gk., v.16): “chosen,” selected for reward or special role.



Potérion (Gk., v.22): “cup,” figurative for suffering or divine appointment.
Diakonos (Gk., v.26): “servant,” one who ministers voluntarily.
Lytron (Gk., v.28): “ransom,” price of release by substitution.

Splagchnistheis (Gk., v.34): “moved with compassion,” inner mercy leading to action.

Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 20 affirms that God’s dealings rest on grace, not merit. The parable teaches divine
generosity in both salvation and reward. Service is a privilege, not a negotiation; faithfulness,
not position, determines eternal reward. Jesus’ ransom secures redemption for all, while His

example defines leadership as sacrificial servanthood. The blind men’s healing demonstrates
that spiritual sight begins with recognizing need and calling upon the Son of David.

Free Grace Summary

Salvation is by grace alone, not earned by labor or merit.

“Few chosen” refers to faithful servants rewarded, not to selective salvation.
Greatness in the kingdom comes through humble service, not ambition.
Christ’s “ransom for many” guarantees eternal redemption for all who believe.
Faith receives sight instantly; gratitude motivates service thereafter.

Eternal security rests in the finished ransom, not in human performance.

Matthew 21 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary



Matthew 21 opens the Passion Week and reveals Jesus’ royal authority as Israel’s rejected
King. The triumphal entry fulfills prophecy, yet the same crowds that cry “Hosanna” soon call for
His crucifixion. The chapter contrasts divine authority and human unbelief through the cleansing
of the temple, the cursing of the fig tree, and two parables exposing Israel’s rebellion. Jesus
asserts that outward religion without faith produces fruitlessness. Grace now extends to those
who will believe, while judgment falls on those who reject the Son.

1-3. “When they drew nigh unto Jerusalem... Go into the village over against you...”
Jesus’ instructions reveal omniscience and authority. The colt represents humility and peace,
not military power. “The Lord hath need of them” shows divine sovereignty working through

ordinary means.

4-5. “All this was done, that it might be fulfilled... Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and
sitting upon an ass.”

Quoting Zechariah 9:9, Matthew emphasizes fulfillment. Israel’s King arrives as the Prince of
Peace, not as a conqueror. Prophecy affirms His legitimate claim to David’s throne.

6-9. “They brought the ass, and the colt... and the multitudes that went before... cried,
Hosanna to the Son of David.”

“‘Hosanna” (hosanna, Gk., from Heb. hoshia‘ na) means “save now.” The crowd honors Him as
Messiah, yet their expectation is political deliverance, not spiritual redemption.

10-11. “All the city was moved, saying, Who is this?”

“‘Moved” (eseistheé, Gk.) means “shaken.” The entire city trembles with curiosity and confusion.
Their answer, “Jesus the prophet of Nazareth,” shows partial recognition but not full faith.

12-13. “Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought...”

The cleansing of the temple exposes religious corruption. Merchants exploited worshippers
under the guise of devotion. Quoting Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11, Jesus declares, “My house
shall be called the house of prayer... but ye have made it a den of thieves.” The action is both
symbolic judgment and restoration of true worship.

14-16. “And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple; and he healed them.”



Jesus restores those religion had excluded. The children’s cry “Hosanna to the Son of David”
affirms His messianic identity. The religious leaders’ indignation exposes their hardened hearts.

17-19. “He left them... and when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it... and found nothing
thereon, but leaves only...”

The fig tree symbolizes Israel’s outward profession without inward fruit. Jesus’ curse illustrates
judicial judgment—Israel’s rejection brings national barrenness until His return.

20-22. “How soon is the fig tree withered away!”

The disciples marvel; Jesus teaches the power of believing prayer. “If ye have faith, and doubt
not...” refers to confidence in God’s will, not presumption.

23. “By what authority doest thou these things?”

The chief priests and elders question His right to cleanse the temple. They acknowledge no
authority outside their system.

24-27. “The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men?”

Jesus exposes their hypocrisy. They reject both John’s message and its source. Their refusal to
answer reveals unbelief, not ignorance.

28-31. Parable of the Two Sons

The first son refuses but later obeys; the second agrees but never acts. The first represents
repentant sinners entering the kingdom; the second, self-righteous leaders with empty words.
Obedience of faith pleases God, not verbal compliance.

32. “John came... and ye believed him not: but the publicans and the harlots believed him.”

Faith, not reputation, determines acceptance. The outcasts respond to grace; the religious elite
reject it.



33-41. Parable of the Wicked Husbandmen

The vineyard owner (God) sends servants (prophets) and finally his son (Christ). The tenants
(Israel’s leaders) kill them all, seizing the inheritance. The parable predicts the crucifixion and
Israel’'s removal from stewardship of the kingdom message.

42. “The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner...”

Quoting Psalm 118:22—-23, Jesus identifies Himself as the rejected cornerstone—divinely
appointed despite human rejection. The Church will be built upon this Stone.

43-44. “The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the
fruits thereof.”

Refers not to Gentile replacement, but to a new people (believers in Christ) bearing spiritual fruit
through faith. Those who reject the Stone face crushing judgment.

45-46. “They perceived that he spake of them... but when they sought to lay hands on him,
they feared the multitude.”

Recognition does not equal repentance. They know the truth yet reject it, confirming their guilt.
Fear of man restrains action, not conscience.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Hosanna (Gk., v.9): “save now,” a plea for deliverance.

Egeirein (Gk., v.12): “to drive out or cast out,” signifying forceful cleansing.
Eiseisthé (Gk., v.10): “was stirred” or “shaken,” describing emotional upheaval.
Sémaind (Gk., v.19): “to signify,” referring to the symbolic act of cursing the fig tree.

Lithos akrogoniaios (Gk., v.42): “cornerstone,” foundational stone uniting two walls—Christ
joining Jew and Gentile in one body.



Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 21 declares Jesus as King, Prophet, and Priest. His entry fulfills prophecy; His temple
cleansing purifies worship; His parables indict unbelief. The cursing of the fig tree and the
parable of the vineyard signify Israel’s national rejection and temporary setting aside. God’s

kingdom program now advances through the Church until Israel’s restoration. Faith is the only
condition for participation in His grace.

Free Grace Summary

Jesus fulfills prophecy as Israel’s rightful King.

Outward religion without inward faith produces barrenness.

The fig tree represents unfruitful Israel under judgment, not loss of individual salvation.
The kingdom is entrusted to believers who respond in faith, regardless of background.
The cornerstone (Christ) is rejected by men but remains the foundation of salvation.
Eternal security rests on faith in the rejected yet exalted Son—the true King of grace.

Matthew 22 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 22 continues Jesus’ confrontation with Israel’s leaders through parables and debates
that expose unbelief and hypocrisy. The Parable of the Wedding Feast illustrates God'’s gracious
invitation to salvation and Israel’s rejection of it, followed by Gentile inclusion. Later, three
groups—the Pharisees, Herodians, and Sadducees—attempt to trap Jesus with questions about
taxes, resurrection, and the law, but He silences them with divine wisdom. The chapter
concludes with Jesus posing His own question about the Messiah’s identity, revealing His deity
as David’s Lord. The central truth: grace invites all, but only those who believe enter the feast.



1-2. “And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said, The kingdom of
heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son.”

The “king” represents God the Father; the “son,” Christ; and the “marriage feast” depicts
fellowship in the kingdom. The invitation symbolizes the gospel call.

3—4. “And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden...”

The first invitation represents God’s call to Israel through the prophets. Their refusal shows
national unbelief. The second invitation, given after preparation, depicts the renewed gospel
offer through Christ and His apostles.

5-7. “They made light of it... and slew his servants.”

Israel’s rejection culminated in violence against God’'s messengers. The king’s
judgment—burning their city—anticipates Jerusalem’s destruction in A.D. 70.

8-10. “Go ye therefore into the highways...”

The servants now invite all—symbolizing Gentile inclusion. The “both bad and good” emphasize
that salvation is offered without distinction; the basis is grace, not merit.

11-13. “When the king came in to see the guests... he saw there a man which had not on a
wedding garment.”

The garment represents righteousness imputed by faith, not works. Rejecting this garment
pictures self-righteousness. The man’s speechlessness reveals guilt. Being “cast into outer
darkness” symbolizes exclusion from fellowship and reward, not loss of salvation for believers.

14. “For many are called, but few are chosen.”

All are invited to receive salvation; “chosen” refers to those who accept by faith. God’s call is
universal; election is realized through belief in Christ.

15-17. “The Pharisees took counsel... Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar?”



They attempt to trap Jesus politically. A “yes” answer would anger the Jews; a “no” would
provoke Rome.

18-21. “Shew me the tribute money... Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are
Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s.”

Jesus transcends the trap: human government has rightful authority, but ultimate allegiance
belongs to God. The coin bears Caesar’s image; man bears God’s.

23-28. “The same day came to him the Sadducees... saying, There is no resurrection.”

They deny resurrection and attempt a hypothetical about marriage in the afterlife. Their question
assumes earthly categories that do not apply to glorified life.

29-32. “Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.”
Jesus affirms that in resurrection, marriage ceases—believers become “as the angels.” Quoting

Exodus 3:6, He argues that God is “the God of Abraham... Isaac... Jacob,” proving they live
unto Him—resurrection implied in the present tense “l am.”

34-36. “Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him...”
They shift from political to theological testing: “Which is the great commandment in the law?”
37-40. “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God... and thy neighbour as thyself.”

Jesus summarizes the entire Law and Prophets in two principles—love for God and neighbor.
Love fulfills law, not as means of salvation but as fruit of faith.

41-42. “While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them...”

He turns the tables: “What think ye of Christ? whose son is he?” They answer, “The son of
David.”

43-45. “How then doth David in spirit call him Lord... The LORD said unto my Lord...”



Quoting Psalm 110:1, Jesus reveals the Messiah’s dual nature—David’s Son (human) and
David’s Lord (divine). Their silence shows unwillingness, not inability, to believe.

46. “No man was able to answer him a word.”

Truth exposes pride. The debates end; His authority stands vindicated.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes
Gamos (Gk., v.2): “wedding feast,” symbol of joyful fellowship in God’s kingdom.
Endyma gamou (Gk., v.11): “wedding garment,” signifying imputed righteousness through faith.

Exoteros skotos (Gk., v.13): “outer darkness,” metaphor for exclusion from kingdom joy or
reward.

Eikon (Gk., v.20): “image,” used of Caesar’s likeness on the coin; spiritually, man bears God’s
image.

Agapé (Gk., v.37): “love,” unconditional devotion of will toward God and others.

Kyrios (Gk., v.44): “Lord,” affirming Messiah’s deity from Psalm 110:1.

Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 22 contrasts human rejection with divine invitation. God offers salvation freely, yet only
those clothed in Christ’s righteousness participate. Religious, political, and philosophical
arguments cannot evade this central truth: Jesus is both David’s Son and David’s Lord. Outward
conformity without inward faith results in exclusion from kingdom joy, not loss of salvation. God’s
grace triumphs over man’s schemes, and His Son alone is worthy of faith and allegiance.

Free Grace Summary



The wedding feast portrays salvation’s free invitation to all.

The garment symbolizes imputed righteousness received by faith alone.

“Outer darkness” represents loss of fellowship and reward, not eternal condemnation.
Rendering to Caesar affirms earthly duty; rendering to God affirms spiritual devotion.
Resurrection is real—believers live unto God eternally.

The greatest commandment flows from grace, not law-keeping.

Christ’s identity as both David’s Son and Lord confirms His deity and authority as the giver of
eternal life.

Matthew 23 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 23 records Jesus’ final public sermon before His crucifixion—an uncompromising
denunciation of Israel’s religious hypocrisy. Speaking to the crowds and His disciples, He
exposes the scribes and Pharisees for outward show and inward corruption. Seven woes (or
laments) reveal the emptiness of man-made religion that substitutes tradition for truth. Though
the tone is severe, the heart behind it is compassionate; Jesus grieves over Jerusalem’s
rejection, longing to gather her children as a hen gathers her chicks. The chapter contrasts
religious performance with authentic humility and ends with the announcement of Israel’s
coming desolation until they welcome Him at His return.

1-3. “Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, saying, The scribes and the
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat...”

“Moses’ seat” refers to the teaching authority derived from the Law. Jesus acknowledges their
position but warns against their hypocrisy. “Do what they say” means obey Scripture, not imitate
their hypocrisy.

4. “They bind heavy burdens... but they themselves will not move them with one of their
fingers.”



Their legalistic traditions imposed impossible requirements. Religion without compassion
crushes rather than comforts.

5-7. “But all their works they do for to be seen of men...”

They enlarged phylacteries and lengthened tassels to display piety. Titles such as “Rabbi” or
“Master” fed spiritual pride. True service seeks God’s approval, not human recognition.

8-12. “Be not ye called Rabbi... for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.”
Hierarchy has no place among God’s children. Greatness in the kingdom flows from humility.

“Whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased” reveals divine reversal—God opposes pride
and honors lowliness.

13. “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven
against men...”

Their false teaching blocked access to truth. They neither entered by faith nor allowed others to
believe. This refers to hindering salvation, not losing it.

14. “Woe unto you... for ye devour widows’ houses...”

They exploited the vulnerable while masking greed under long prayers. Religious performance
without mercy offends God.

15. “Woe unto you... ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte...”

Their zeal produced converts to legalism, not life. “Twofold more the child of hell” (Gehenna,
Gk.) refers to shared judgment for hypocrisy, not eternal destiny for true believers.

16-22. “Woe unto you, ye blind guides...”

Their casuistry twisted oaths into loopholes—swearing by the temple meant nothing, but by the
gold meant obligation. Jesus exposes this inversion of values: the altar sanctifies the gift, not
vice versa. Blindness to spiritual reality characterizes legalism.



23-24. “Woe unto you... ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the
weightier matters of the law...”

They were meticulous in trivial externals but ignored justice, mercy, and faith. “Straining at a
gnat and swallowing a camel” humorously portrays misplaced priorities.

25-26. “Woe unto you... ye make clean the outside of the cup... but within they are full of
extortion and excess.”

External polish hides inner decay. True purity begins within—the heart must be cleansed by
grace before behavior reflects holiness.

27-28. “Woe unto you... ye are like unto whited sepulchres...”

Tombs were whitewashed for ritual purity, outwardly beautiful but containing death. Religious
pretenders appear righteous but remain spiritually lifeless without faith.

29-31. “Woe unto you... ye build the tombs of the prophets...”

They claimed to honor dead prophets while plotting against the living Christ. Their actions
completed their ancestors’ guilt.

32-33. “Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers...”

This prophetic indictment reveals the culmination of rebellion. Jesus speaks as Judge, yet His
heart breaks as Redeemer.

34-36. “Behold, | send unto you prophets... some of them ye shall kill and crucify...”

God’s patience continues even amid rejection. Judgment for the blood of the righteous will fall
upon that generation—fulfilled in Jerusalem’s destruction (A.D. 70).



37-39. “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem... how often would | have gathered thy children together... and
ye would not!”

Christ laments over Israel's unbelief. “Your house is left unto you desolate” refers to the temple’s

coming ruin. “Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the
name of the Lord.” Restoration awaits national repentance at His Second Coming.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes
Kathedra Mouseds (Gk., v.2): “Moses’ seat,” symbol of authoritative teaching of the Law.
Hypokrités (Gk., vv.13-29): “actor,” pretender who performs righteousness outwardly.

Gehenna (Gk., v.15): “Valley of Hinnom,” a symbol of divine judgment, not loss of salvation for
believers.

Dikaiosyné (Gk., v.23): “righteousness,” here meaning justice and faithfulness.
Katharizo (Gk., v.26): “to cleanse,” used figuratively for inward purification by grace.

Eremos (Gk., v.38): “desolate,” indicating abandonment and devastation of the temple.

Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 23 unveils the difference between religious pride and true spirituality. The scribes and
Pharisees typify self-righteousness that exalts form over faith. Jesus’ seven woes are not curses
of damnation but exposures of hypocrisy. Divine grace demands humility and sincerity. The
chapter closes with both judgment and mercy: Israel’s temple will fall, yet restoration remains
promised. The true disciple walks in transparency before God, not in self-display before men.



Free Grace Summary

Hypocrisy corrupts worship; humility invites grace.

“Woes” describe judgment on false religion, not loss of salvation.
Outward show cannot substitute for inward regeneration.

God desires mercy and faithfulness above ritual precision.
Christ’'s lament reveals love even toward the rejecting nation.

Eternal security remains intact for all who believe, though temporal judgment falls on hardened
hearts.

The true hope for Israel—and all—is in the returning Messiah whom they will one day receive by
faith.

Matthew 24 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 24 begins the Olivet Discourse, where Jesus answers His disciples’ questions about
Israel’s future, the end of the age, and His second coming. Speaking from the Mount of Olives,
He outlines prophetic events including tribulation, deception, and final deliverance. This chapter
concerns Israel’s national future, not the Church, which was not yet revealed. The emphasis is
on vigilance, not fear. Jesus predicts the destruction of the temple, worldwide turmoil, the rise of
false messiahs, the abomination of desolation, and His glorious return. Though the Church will
be raptured before this period, these truths prepare believers to trust God’s sovereign plan for
history.

1-2. “And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple... there shall not be left here one stone
upon another...”

As He leaves the temple, judgment is pronounced. Fulfilled partially in A.D. 70 when Rome
destroyed Jerusalem, it prefigures greater tribulation ahead.



3. “Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end
of the world?”

Three questions: (1) When will the temple fall? (2) What sign marks Your return? (3) What ends
the age? Jesus answers chronologically—tribulation precedes the Second Coming.

4-5. “Take heed that no man deceive you.”

Deception will dominate. False christs arise, claiming divine authority. Spiritual discernment is
vital.

6-8. “Ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars... nation shall rise against nation...”

These describe early birth pains, not the end itself. Such turmoil marks the world’s ongoing
unrest until the tribulation intensifies.

9-14. “Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted...”

Refers to persecution of Israel and believing witnesses during the tribulation. Apostasy spreads;
false prophets deceive many. Verse 13—"He that shall endure unto the end shall be
saved”—speaks of deliverance from physical destruction, not eternal salvation. Verse 14—“This
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world"—refers to the worldwide proclamation
of Christ’s coming reign during the end-time period.

15. “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the
prophet...”

This event occurs midway through the tribulation when the Antichrist desecrates the rebuilt
temple (Daniel 9:27). Jesus validates Daniel’s prophecy.

16—-20. “Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains...”

This is specific to Israel, urging immediate flight for survival. The warning’s geographic focus
(“Judaea”) confirms a Jewish context.



21-22. “For then shall be great tribulation...”

The “great tribulation” marks the second half of the seven-year period. It will surpass all previous
suffering. Divine mercy shortens those days for the elect—believing Israel and tribulation saints.

23-26. “If any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ...”

False messiahs and counterfeit miracles multiply. Genuine revelation of Christ’s return will be
global and unmistakable, not secretive.

27. “For as the lightning cometh out of the east... so shall also the coming of the Son of man
be.”

His return will be sudden, visible, and worldwide. The imagery conveys speed and clarity, not
hidden appearance.

28. “For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.”

This proverb depicts judgment. The “carcase” (spiritually dead world system) attracts divine
wrath (“eagles” = agents of judgment).

29-30. “Immediately after the tribulation of those days... then shall appear the sign of the Son of
man in heaven.”

Cosmic disturbances precede His return. The “sign” is the visible appearance of Christ Himself.
The nations mourn—not in repentance but in dread.

31. “He shall send his angels... and they shall gather together his elect...”

This gathering refers to regathered Israel and believing survivors, not the Church. The Rapture
occurs prior to these events (1 Thess. 4:13-18).

32-33. “Learn a parable of the fig tree...”



The fig tree symbolizes Israel. Its budding represents national revival and prophetic readiness
preceding Christ’s return.

34-35. “This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.”

“Generation” (genea, Gk.) may mean the generation alive when signs begin, or the Jewish race
itself, which endures until the end. God’s Word guarantees fulfillment.

36-39. “But of that day and hour knoweth no man...”

Only the Father knows the exact timing. The days of Noah illustrate complacency before
judgment—ordinary life continues until sudden destruction.

40-41. “Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.”

This is not the Rapture, but separation in judgment—unbelievers taken for destruction, believers
left to enter the kingdom.

42-44. “Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.”

Watchfulness calls for spiritual readiness. Believers anticipate His coming with faith and
obedience, not fear.

45-47. “Who then is a faithful and wise servant...”
Faithful servants, symbolizing believers who serve diligently, receive reward at Christ’s coming.
48-51. “But if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming...”

Neglect and unbelief bring temporal judgment. “Weeping and gnashing of teeth” reflects regret
and loss of reward, not loss of salvation.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Parousia (Gk., v.3): “coming,” meaning personal arrival and visible presence.



Thlipsis megalé (Gk., v.21): “great tribulation,” intense period of distress.
Abomination of desolation (v.15): literal desecration of the temple by Antichrist.
Genea (Gk., v.34): “generation” or “race,” indicating enduring lineage.
Paratéreo (Gk., v.42): “watch attentively,” signifying alert expectancy.

Paralambanetai (Gk., v.40): “taken,” meaning taken in judgment, not in rapture.

Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 24 is prophetic, not soteriological. It describes God’s future dealings with Israel, not the
Church’s experience. The “end” refers to the tribulation culminating in Christ’'s second advent.
The passage warns against deception, emphasizes endurance under persecution, and assures

final deliverance for believers. Jesus’ prophecy proves divine omniscience and affirms that
God’s plan unfolds precisely as foretold.

Free Grace Summary

Salvation is not the subject; endurance here concerns physical deliverance, not eternal life.
The Church is absent; the focus is Israel’s tribulation and restoration.

“Taken” refers to judgment, while “left” refers to survivors entering the millennial kingdom.
The faithful servant symbolizes rewarded believers; the evil servant faces loss, not hell.
God’s Word will not fail—His promises to Israel and the Church remain secure.

Eternal security is unshaken: the same Lord who foretells judgment assures everlasting life to
all who have believed.

Matthew 25 — Study Notes



Contextual Summary

Matthew 25 continues the Olivet Discourse, focusing on readiness and reward during Christ’s
future return. Through three parables—the Ten Virgins, the Talents, and the Sheep and
Goats—Jesus illustrates accountability for believers and judgment for nations at His Second
Coming. The chapter emphasizes watchfulness, faithfulness, and discernment, not works-based
salvation. The context remains Israel and the Tribulation, leading into the establishment of the
millennial kingdom. Eternal security remains grounded in Christ’s finished work; the warnings
concern service, reward, and temporal judgment, not the loss of eternal life.

1-4. “Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins...”

The ten virgins represent those awaiting the Bridegroom’s arrival—primarily Israel’s professing
believers during the Tribulation. Five are wise (true believers with faith’s oil); five are foolish
(professors without faith). The “oil” signifies the Holy Spirit received through belief, not good
deeds.

5-7. “While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept...”

The delay tests expectancy. Both groups sleep—indicating spiritual drowsiness—but only the
wise are ready when awakened. Grace provides readiness through faith, not vigilance alone.

8-9. “Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.”

Salvation cannot be transferred or borrowed. Each must personally believe in Christ. The foolish
discover too late that ritual or association cannot replace regeneration.

10-12. “And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came...”

Those prepared (believers) enter the marriage feast—fellowship and reward. The others are
shut out, symbolizing exclusion from the kingdom blessing, not post-salvation loss. “I know you
not” means they were never His, not that He disowns believers.

13. “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour.”

The call is to faith and spiritual alertness. Readiness is not merit but trust in the Bridegroom’s
provision.



14-15. “For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country...”

This Parable of the Talents depicts Christ entrusting His servants (believers) with responsibilities
during His absence. “Talents” (talanta, Gk.) symbolize opportunities and resources for service,
not salvation. Each receives “according to his several ability’—grace distributes differently, yet
all are accountable.

16—-18. “Then he that had received the five talents went and traded...”

Faithful stewardship results in multiplication. Service reflects gratitude, not fear. The one who
buries his talent represents spiritual negligence, not unbelief.

19-23. “After a long time the lord of those servants cometh...”

This judgment occurs at Christ’s return. Faithful servants hear, “Well done... enter thou into the
joy of thy lord.” This “joy” refers to reward and fellowship, not initial entrance into heaven.

24-27. “Lord, | knew thee that thou art an hard man...”

The unfaithful servant misjudges his master’s character, reflecting distrust, not damnation. His
loss concerns reward, not salvation. Grace misunderstood leads to fruitless living.

28-30. “Take therefore the talent from him... and cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer
darkness.”

“Outer darkness” represents loss of fellowship, joy, and reward—symbolic of regret, not eternal
condemnation. The “weeping and gnashing of teeth” conveys shame before the Bema Seat, not
hellfire.

31-32. “When the Son of man shall come in his glory... before him shall be gathered all
nations.”

This introduces the Judgment of the Nations, distinct from the Great White Throne or Bema
Seat. Survivors of the Tribulation are judged based on their response to Christ through
treatment of His brethren (Israel and His messengers).

33-34. “He shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left... Come, ye blessed
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you.”



“Sheep” represent Gentile believers who aided Christ’s people; “inherit the kihgdom” denotes
participation in the millennial reign, not salvation by works. Their acts prove faith, not earn merit.

35-40. “l was an hungred, and ye gave me meat...”

Their kindness flows from regeneration. Christ identifies Himself with His suffering people—“as
ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren.”

41-46. “Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire...”
“Goats” symbolize unbelievers who rejected Christ and His witnesses. Their works expose

unbelief, not lack of charity. “Everlasting fire” denotes eternal separation for the unsaved.
Believers’ security remains absolute; this judgment addresses the nations at Christ’s return.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Elaion (Gk., v.3): “oil,” representing the Holy Spirit received by faith.

Talanta (Gk., v.15): “talents,” meaning entrusted resources or responsibilities.
Euchares (Gk., v.21): “joyful,” the delight of reward and fellowship.

Skotos exoteros (Gk., v.30): “outer darkness,” figurative for exclusion from joy, not hell.
Ethne (Gk., v.32): “nations,” Gentile peoples judged at Christ’s return.

Aionios kolasis (Gk., v.46): “everlasting punishment,” eternal separation of unbelievers from
God.

Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 25 underscores readiness through faith, responsibility in service, and the certainty of
divine reward. The virgins highlight faith’s necessity; the talents emphasize stewardship; the
sheep and goats affirm accountability. Salvation is by grace through faith alone, while
faithfulness determines reward and position in the kingdom. God’s justice is impartial, and His
grace is abundant. Christ’'s coming will vindicate believers, restore Israel, and inaugurate His
righteous reign.



Free Grace Summary

The virgins’ oil represents faith and regeneration, not moral performance.

The talents teach stewardship and reward, not works-based salvation.

“Outer darkness” reflects loss of reward, not eternal damnation.

The sheep and goats judgment concerns nations’ treatment of Israel, not the Church’s destiny.
Believers’ salvation is eternally secure; accountability relates to fellowship and reward.

Grace grants life freely; faithfulness determines future honor in Christ’s kingdom.

Matthew 26 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 26 marks the beginning of Christ’s passion narrative—the transition from public
ministry to private suffering. The chapter unfolds in six major scenes: (1) the plot to kill Jesus,
(2) the anointing at Bethany, (3) Judas’s betrayal, (4) the Last Supper, (5) Gethsemane’s agony,
and (6) the arrest and trials before Caiaphas and the council. Throughout, Jesus demonstrates
full awareness and control. His voluntary submission fulfills prophecy and reveals divine
sovereignty over human evil. The narrative magnifies substitutionary atonement—Christ willingly
offers Himself for sinners.

1-2. “Ye know that after two days is the feast of the passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to
be crucified.”

Jesus predicts His death precisely timed with Passover, portraying Him as the true Lamb of
God. The cross was not fate but fulfillment.

3-5. “Then assembled together the chief priests... and consulted that they might take Jesus by
subtilty.”



Religious leaders plot secretly; fear of public reaction restrains them temporarily. Human
schemes serve divine purposes.

6-9. “Now when Jesus was in Bethany... there came unto him a woman having an alabaster
box of very precious ointment.”

Mary (John 12:3) anoints Jesus in worship. The disciples, led by Judas, criticize the cost. True
devotion values the Savior above all material worth.

10-13. “She hath wrought a good work upon me... she did it for my burial.”

Jesus defends her act as prophetic preparation for His burial. Wherever the gospel is preached,
her act of love is remembered—grace magnifies gratitude.

14-16. “Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests...”
Judas bargains for thirty pieces of silver—the price of a slave (Exod. 21:32). His betrayal fulfills

Zechariah 11:12—-13. His participation in ministry never implied regeneration; he believed not
from the beginning (John 6:64).

17-19. “Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the passover?”

Jesus keeps the Passover with His disciples, orchestrating every detail. Divine foreknowledge
governs even betrayal.

20-25. “Verily | say unto you, that one of you shall betray me.”

The disciples’ sorrow—*Lord, is it I?"—reveals human frailty. Judas’s pretense—“Master, is it
I?”—unmasks unbelief.

26-29. “Jesus took bread... this is my body... this is my blood of the new testament.”



Instituting the Lord’s Supper, Christ transforms the Passover into a memorial of redemption. The
bread symbolizes His body offered; the cup, His blood sealing the new covenant. “For many for

the remission of sins” declares substitution, not repetition. “Remission” is granted at belief (Acts

10:43).

30-35. “All ye shall be offended because of me this night...”

Quoting Zechariah 13:7, Jesus foretells desertion. Peter’s boast, “I will never be offended,”
contrasts grace with self-reliance. Failure does not nullify faith, but humbles the believer.

36-39. “Then cometh Jesus... unto a place called Gethsemane.”

In His humanity, Jesus endures intense sorrow. “If it be possible, let this cup pass...” expresses
submission, not reluctance. The “cup” signifies bearing sin and divine wrath. His prayer—*‘not as
I will, but as thou wilt"—models perfect obedience.

40-41. “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation...”

Disciples’ weakness illustrates the flesh’s frailty. The spirit is willing (prothymon, Gk.), but the
flesh is weak (asthenés, Gk.).

47-50. “While he yet spake, lo, Judas... came, and with him a great multitude...”

The betrayal kiss reveals hypocrisy cloaked in affection. Jesus addresses him, “Friend,”
displaying grace even toward His enemy.

51-54. “Put up again thy sword into his place...”

Peter’s defense misunderstands God’s plan. Jesus willingly surrenders—twelve legions of
angels were at His command, yet love restrained power.



57-60. “They that had laid hold on Jesus led him away to Caiaphas...”

The illegal night trial violates Jewish law. False witnesses twist truth, but Scripture must be
fulfilled.

61-64. “Tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God.”

Jesus affirms His identity, quoting Daniel 7:13: “Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on
the right hand of power.” His confession seals His death sentence yet proves His deity.

69-75. “Peter sat without in the palace...”

Peter’s three denials fulfill prophecy. His bitter weeping signifies restored repentance, not loss of
salvation. Grace restores the fallen; failure never annuls eternal life.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Paradidotai (Gk., v.2): “is betrayed,” divine passive—His surrender fulfills prophecy.

Muron (Gk., v.7): “ointment,” fragrant oil symbolizing honor and devotion.

Diatheke kainé (Gk., v.28): “new covenant,” the divine agreement ratified by Christ’s blood.
Eucharisted (Gk., v.27): “to give thanks,” root of “Eucharist,” denoting gratitude.

Prothymon (Gk., v.41): “willing,” expressing readiness of the regenerated spirit.

Asthenés (Gk., v.41): “weak,” describing human inability apart from divine strength.

Doctrinal Insight

Matthew 26 reveals Christ’s voluntary submission to the Father’s redemptive plan. Every
event—betrayal, anointing, denial—unfolds under divine control. The Lord’s Supper signifies
remembrance, not re-sacrifice; faith rests in His once-for-all offering. Gethsemane displays the



depth of His obedience and the perfection of His humanity. Judas’s unbelief contrasts Peter’s
failure under grace—one never believed, the other faltered yet remained secure.

Free Grace Summary

Christ’s sacrifice fulfills prophecy and secures eternal redemption.

The Lord’s Supper commemorates His finished work, not reapplication of grace.
Peter’s denial shows failure within faith, not apostasy.

Judas’s betrayal illustrates unbelief, not loss of salvation.

Divine foreknowledge governs all; nothing thwarts God’s redemptive plan.

Eternal security stands unshaken—believers may stumble, but the Shepherd keeps His own
forever.

Matthew 27 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 27 records the crucifixion of Christ—the central act of redemption. The chapter unfolds
the final stages of the Passion: Jesus' trial before Pilate, the crowd’s choice of Barabbas, the
soldiers’ mockery, the crucifixion at Golgotha, the darkness over the land, His death, the torn
veil, and His burial in Joseph’s tomb. Each scene fulfills prophecy, proving Jesus is Israel’'s
promised Messiah and the Savior of the world. Human injustice becomes the instrument of
divine salvation. This chapter reveals substitution, forgiveness, and the unchanging faithfulness
of God’s redemptive plan.

1-2. “When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders... delivered him to Pontius
Pilate.”



The Jewish leaders hand Jesus to Rome for execution, confirming both Jewish and Gentile
guilt. Their rejection fulfills Psalm 2:2—*The kings of the earth set themselves... against the
LORD.”

3-5. “Then Judas... repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver.”

Judas experiences remorse (metamelétheis, Gk.), not saving repentance (metanoia, Gk.). His
despair leads to suicide, proving remorse without faith cannot save. His death fulfills Zechariah
11:13.

6—10. “They took counsel, and bought with them the potter’s field...”

The priests’ scruples about “blood money” reveal hypocrisy—they reject truth yet uphold ritual
purity. The “potter’s field” fulfills prophecy concerning Messiah’s rejection.

11-14. “And Jesus stood before the governor...”

Pilate recognizes Jesus’ innocence but yields to public pressure. Christ’s silence before
accusation fulfills Isaiah 53:7—He opened not his mouth.”

15-23. “Whom will ye that | release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ?”

Barabbas, a murderer, is freed while the Innocent is condemned—an exact picture of
substitutionary atonement. The guilty go free because the righteous dies in their place.

24-26. “When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing... he took water, and washed his
hands...”

Pilate’s symbolic act cannot absolve guilt. Moral neutrality in the face of truth becomes
complicity. Jesus is scourged and delivered to crucifixion.

27-31. “Then the soldiers... stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe.”

Mocked as “King of the Jews,” He bears ridicule, thorns, and blows. Every insult fulfills divine
purpose—Isaiah 50:6 foretold His suffering.

32-34. “And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon... him they compelled to
bear his cross.”



Roman law allowed forced labor. Simon’s act portrays discipleship—sharing Christ’s reproach.

35-37. “And they crucified him... and set up over his head his accusation written, THIS IS
JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.”

The inscription, intended as mockery, declares truth. Crucifixion fulfills Psalm 22:16—“They
pierced my hands and my feet.”

38-44. “Then were there two thieves crucified with him...”

One reviles, one believes. The penitent thief’s faith secures instant salvation (Luke
23:42—-43)—a clear witness to grace through belief alone.

45-50. “Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land...”

The darkness represents divine judgment. Jesus cries, “My God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me?” quoting Psalm 22:1. Separation is relational, not ontological—He bears sin’s
penalty but remains the eternal Son. His final words, “It is finished” (John 19:30), signify full
payment for sin.

51-54. “And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain...”

The torn veil signifies open access to God through Christ’s death. The earthquake and open
tombs confirm divine testimony. Even the centurion confesses, “Truly this was the Son of God.

55-61. “And many women were there beholding afar off...”

Faithful women, including Mary Magdalene, witness His burial by Joseph of Arimathea. Their
devotion contrasts with the disciples’ fear. The tomb’s sealing fulfills prophecy (lsaiah 53:9).

62-66. “Sir, we remember that that deceiver said... After three days | will rise again.”

Religious leaders secure a Roman guard, ironically validating the resurrection they fear. Their
unbelief cannot prevent divine triumph.



Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Metamelétheis (Gk., v.3): “remorse,” emotional regret without faith.

Metanoia (Gk., cf. Acts 20:21): “change of mind,” true repentance unto life.

Basileus ton loudaion (Gk., v.11): “King of the Jews,” a messianic title.

Estaurosan (Gk., v.35): “they crucified,” indicating completed action—His sacrifice is final.
Teled (Gk., v.30, John 19:30): “It is finished,” meaning fully accomplished, paid in full.

Katapetasma (Gk., v.51): “veil,” barrier between God and man, now torn by Christ’'s death.

Doctrinal Insight
Matthew 27 centers on substitutionary atonement. Christ’s innocence and willing death satisfy
divine justice, reconcile humanity, and secure eternal salvation. Every event—from Judas’s

remorse to Pilate’s verdict and the temple veil’s tearing—demonstrates that redemption is God’s
plan, not man’s tragedy. The cross reveals grace triumphant over guilt.

Free Grace Summary

Judas’s remorse was sorrow without faith—no salvation without belief.
Barabbas illustrates substitution: the guilty freed because the innocent dies.
The cross fully paid sin’s debt—nothing remains to earn or maintain salvation.
The torn veil guarantees eternal access and security for every believer.

The centurion’s confession shows faith born from revelation, not ritual.

Christ’s finished work ensures the believer’s eternal forgiveness and position before
God—forever secure in grace.



Matthew 28 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

Matthew 28 proclaims the climax of the Gospel: the resurrection of Jesus Christ and His
commission to His disciples. The chapter transitions from despair to triumph, from death to
victory. The risen Lord appears to women first, then to His followers in Galilee, confirming the
truth of His power and His promise. The empty tomb validates redemption’s completion. The
Great Commission concludes the Gospel with Christ’s universal authority, the ongoing mission
to disciple nations, and His abiding presence until the end of the age. The believer’s faith rests
not on a fallen martyr but on a risen Savior whose work ensures eternal security.

1-4. “In the end of the sabbath... came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the
sepulchre.”

At dawn, the women find the tomb opened by divine power. The angel’'s appearance, brilliant as
lightning, causes the guards to tremble and become as dead men. The supernatural setting
affirms the reality of resurrection power.

5-7. “Fear not ye... He is not here: for he is risen, as he said.”

The angel’'s declaration fulfills Jesus’ own words (Matt. 16:21). “As He said” underscores divine
reliability—every promise stands true. The resurrection validates His deity, the sufficiency of His
atonement, and the believer’s eternal life. The command, “Go quickly and tell,” inaugurates the
gospel’s announcement.

8-10. “They departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy.”
Holy fear and overflowing joy mingle as they encounter the risen Lord. His greeting, “All hail,”

expresses reassurance and affection. Their worship confirms faith’s response to resurrection
truth.

11-15. “Some of the watch came into the city, and shewed unto the chief priests all the things
that were done.”



The leaders bribe the guards to spread the false report that the disciples stole the body. This
fabricated narrative exposes the hardness of unbelief: even direct evidence cannot move hearts
that reject truth.

16—17. “Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had
appointed them.”

Their obedience fulfills His earlier promise (26:32). The mixture of worship and doubt illustrates
human frailty—even eyewitnesses can struggle with faith. Grace accommodates weakness;
Jesus meets them in mercy.

18. “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”

“Power” (exousia, Gk.) means authority—the right and ability to rule. The risen Christ possesses
sovereign dominion over all creation. His resurrection transfers Him from suffering Servant to
exalted Lord (Phil. 2:9-11).

19. “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”

The command “teach” (mathéteusate, Gk.) means “make disciples.” The scope is universal—“all
nations.” Baptism identifies believers publicly with the triune God, symbolizing association, not

salvation. Salvation precedes baptism; faith alone saves.

20. “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, | am with
you alway, even unto the end of the world.”

Discipleship involves instruction and growth, distinct from justification. Christ’s promise of

presence (“| am with you”) assures divine companionship and sustaining grace through every
generation. His continual presence ensures both mission success and eternal security.

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Exousia (Gk., v.18): “authority,” signifying sovereign power to rule universally.



Mathéteusate (Gk., v.19): “make disciples,” emphasizing instruction and spiritual growth, not
conversion by works.

Baptizontes (Gk., v.19): “baptizing,” indicating identification with the triune God, not the means
of regeneration.

Didaskontes (Gk., v.20): “teaching,” denotes ongoing instruction in obedience motivated by love,
not law.

Eimi meth’ hymon (Gk., v.20): “| am with you,” expressing continuous presence—Christ’s
abiding fellowship.

Doctrinal Insight

The resurrection completes redemption. It proves Christ’s deity, validates justification, and
guarantees eternal life for all believers (Romans 4:25). The Great Commission establishes the
Church’s mission: evangelize, baptize, and teach under Christ’s authority. These imperatives

flow from salvation already received by grace through faith, not as conditions to obtain it. The
risen Christ remains with His people forever, empowering service and preserving security.

Free Grace Summary

The resurrection confirms salvation’s permanence—eternal life rests on a living Savior.
“All authority” assures believers of Christ’s sovereign rule over both life and eternity.
The command to make disciples follows faith, distinguishing salvation from service.
Baptism and teaching express obedience and fellowship, not conditions for justification.
Christ’s promise, “I am with you always,” secures unbroken relationship and fellowship.

The Gospel of Matthew ends in victory—grace accomplished, redemption secure, and presence
everlasting.



