2 Thessalonians 1 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

2 Thessalonians 1 opens Paul’s second letter to the Thessalonian church with encouragement
amid persecution and correction of misunderstandings regarding Christ’s return. Paul
commends their growing faith and love, assuring them that their endurance under affliction
reveals God’s righteous judgment — not wrath, but vindication. The Lord Jesus will return in
glory to reward believers and repay those who reject the gospel. The chapter focuses on divine
justice and eternal security: believers suffer now but will rest when Christ is revealed from
heaven.

1-2. “Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians in God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace...”

Paul again affirms their identity “in God our Father,” underscoring relationship, not religion.
Grace precedes peace — God'’s unearned favor produces lasting rest.

3—4. “We are bound to thank God always for you... because that your faith groweth exceedingly,
and the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth.”

Their faith (pistis) “groweth exceedingly” (huperauxanei, Gk.) — a rare term for flourishing
growth. Love (agap€) abounds even under persecution. Paul boasts of their endurance
(hypomoné) as an example to other churches.

5. “Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted worthy
of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer.”

Their perseverance is evidence of divine justice — not earning worthiness, but proving fitness
for reward. “Worthy” (kataxioo, Gk.) means “to deem fit,” not “to make deserving.” They suffer as
citizens of a kingdom they already possess.



6—7. “Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you;
and to you who are troubled rest with us...”

God’s justice ensures both recompense and relief. “Rest” (anesis, Gk.) means release from
pressure. It will come “when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven” — the second
phase of His return following the rapture.

8-9. “In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

These verses describe unbelievers at Christ’s revelation. “Know not God” refers to rejection of
the gospel, not ignorance. “Obey not” (mé hypakouousin) means refusal to believe the
message. Their punishment is “everlasting destruction” (olethron aidnion), meaning eternal
separation from God'’s presence, not annihilation.

10. “When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that
believe...”

The emphasis shifts to believers: Christ’s glory will be revealed in them. “Admired”
(thaumasthénai, Gk.) means marveled at — believers become living displays of His grace.

11-12. “Wherefore also we pray always for you... that our God would count you worthy of this
calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power.”

Paul’s prayer concerns reward and sanctification, not justification. “Calling” (klései) refers to

vocation and destiny in service. God fulfills the “work of faith” through divine enablement, so “the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you.”

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes



Huperauxanei (Gk., v.3): “groweth exceedingly,” increase beyond measure.

Agapé (Gk., v.3): divine love expressed sacrificially.

Hypomoneé (Gk., v.4): “patience,” steadfast endurance.

Kataxiod (Gk., v.5): “count worthy,” to regard as fit or appropriate.

Anesis (Gk., v.7): “rest,” relaxation or relief from distress.

Mé hypakouousin (Gk., v.8): “obey not,” to refuse belief.

Olethron aidnion (Gk., v.9): “everlasting destruction,” eternal separation, not extinction.
Thaumasthénai (Gk., v.10): “admired,” to marvel or wonder at.

Klesei (Gk., v.11): “calling,” vocation or divine summons.

Doctrinal Insight

2 Thessalonians 1 establishes that God’s justice operates in grace — vindicating the persecuted
and judging unbelief. The believer’s suffering is not punitive but purifying, qualifying for reward
and glory at Christ’s revelation. The passage distinguishes two groups: those who reject the

gospel face eternal separation; those who believe await rest and reward. Salvation is secure;
the focus is on recompense, not retribution for the redeemed.

Free Grace Summary

Faith growth and love overflow are fruits of fellowship, not proof of salvation.
Worthiness refers to reward, not merit for eternal life.

Suffering believers will find rest and vindication at Christ’s return.

The unbelieving face eternal separation for rejecting grace, not for failing in works.



God’s faithfulness preserves believers through persecution.

2 Thessalonians 1 reassures the suffering saint: grace saves eternally, sustains presently, and
glorifies ultimately.

2 Thessalonians 2 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

2 Thessalonians 2 clarifies confusion about “the day of Christ” and the timing of prophetic
events. False teachers had alarmed believers into thinking the Day of the Lord (a period of
divine judgment) had already begun. Paul reassures them that the Church will be gathered to
Christ before that day, emphasizing the rapture as distinct from the tribulation. He outlines the
rise of the “man of sin” (Antichrist) and the restraining ministry of the Holy Spirit, who will be
removed in His present form when the Church departs. The chapter concludes by reaffirming
the believer’s security and calling through God’s grace and truth.

1-2. “Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our
gathering together unto him...”

Paul appeals to the rapture (“our gathering together unto Him,” episynagogés, Gk.) to correct
their fear that the Day of the Lord had arrived. The “day of Christ” is not the same as the “Day of
the Lord.” The former concerns reward and joy; the latter, judgment.

3—4. “Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed...”

“Falling away” (apostasia, Gk.) means departure — likely referring to the physical departure of
the Church, not a spiritual defection. Only after this will the “man of sin” (Antichrist) be revealed,
exalting himself in the temple as God.



5-7. “Remember ye not, that, when | was yet with you, | told you these things? And now ye
know what withholdeth...”

The “restrainer” (to katechon, Gk.) holds back lawlessness. This refers to the Holy Spirit’'s
restraining influence through the Church. When the Church is raptured, the restraining presence
is “taken out of the way” (genétai ek mesou).

8. “And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his
mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming.”

Christ’s victory is effortless. “Consume” (analGsei) and “destroy” (katargései) signify complete
neutralization. Evil's rise will be temporary, ending at the Second Coming.

9-10. “Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying
wonders...”

The Antichrist will counterfeit divine miracles to deceive unbelievers. “Lying wonders” (pseudeis
terasin) appeal to sight over faith. Those who “received not the love of the truth” rejected the
gospel, not lost their salvation — they never believed.

11-12. “And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie.”

This judicial hardening occurs during the tribulation. “Delusion” (planén) means deception
permitted as divine judgment upon willful unbelief. It affects those who “had pleasure in
unrighteousness” — unbelievers, not the Church.

13—14. “But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you... because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.”

This “salvation” refers to deliverance from the coming wrath. “Chosen” (heilato) means selected
for participation, not predestined to faith. The means of participation is “belief of the truth,” not
works.



15-17. “Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught...”
Paul exhorts them to steadfastness. “Traditions” (paradoseis) refers to apostolic teachings —

both written and spoken. He prays for comfort (parakalesai) and strengthening (stérixai) from
Christ Himself, the source of eternal consolation (paraklésis aidnian).

Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Episynagogés (Gk., v.1): “gathering together,” the rapture of the Church.
Apostasia (Gk., v.3): “departure,” possible reference to physical removal (rapture).
To katechon (Gk., v.6): “that which restrains,” the restraining influence of the Spirit.
Genétai ek mesou (Gk., v.7): “taken out of the way,” removed from midst.
Analosei (Gk., v.8): “consume,” utterly destroy.

Katargései (Gk., v.8): “render powerless.”

Pseudeis terasin (Gk., v.9): “lying wonders,” counterfeit miracles.

Planén (Gk., v.11): “delusion,” error, deception.

Heilato (Gk., v.13): “chosen,” selected or appointed.

Paradoseis (Gk., v.15): “traditions,” authoritative apostolic teachings.

Doctrinal Insight

2 Thessalonians 2 distinguishes between the rapture and the Day of the Lord. Believers will be
gathered to Christ before the time of wrath; thus, they should not fear being left behind. The
Antichrist’s revelation and deception occur after the Church’s removal. God’s justice allows



delusion for unbelievers who rejected truth, not for believers who are secure in Christ. Salvation
in this context is deliverance, not justification — the Church is promised escape, not endurance,
through divine grace.

Free Grace Summary

The rapture (“gathering”) precedes the Day of the Lord’s judgments.

The restrainer (Holy Spirit through the Church) prevents the Antichrist’s rise until removal.
The “falling away” points to the Church’s departure, not spiritual ruin.

Election is to deliverance and service, not forced belief.

Believers are eternally secure, comforted, and preserved by grace.

2 Thessalonians 2 reinforces the believer’s hope: salvation is settled, deliverance is promised,
and deception will never overcome those in Christ.

2 Thessalonians 3 — Study Notes

Contextual Summary

2 Thessalonians 3 concludes Paul’s correspondence with practical instructions for daily
Christian living and community order. After requesting prayer for the spread of the gospel, Paul
reminds the believers of God’s faithfulness and urges them to separate from idle, disorderly
brethren who refused to work. He clarifies that grace never promotes laziness but motivates
diligence and integrity. The chapter balances grace and discipline — believers are to live
responsibly, respect authority, and show love even in correction. Paul’s closing benediction
highlights the peace and sustaining presence of “the Lord of peace Himself.”

1-2. “Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be
glorified...”



“Free course” (trech&, Gk.) means to run swiftly — a metaphor for unhindered progress of the
gospel. Paul seeks deliverance from “unreasonable and wicked men,” yet rests in God’s
protection. Prayer is a grace partnership in ministry, not a demand for outcomes.

3. “But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil.”

“Faithful” (pistos, Gk.) emphasizes unwavering reliability. “Stablish” (stérixai) means strengthen
inwardly; “keep” (phylaxei) means guard like a sentry. God’s faithfulness ensures security and
perseverance in trials.

4-5. “And we have confidence in the Lord touching you... And the Lord direct your hearts into
the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.”

“Direct” (kateuthynai, Gk.) means to make straight or guide. Believers’ hearts are guided by
divine love and endurance (hypomoné), looking forward to Christ’s return. “Patient waiting” is
not anxiety but steady hope grounded in assurance.

6. “Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw
yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly...”

“Walketh disorderly” (ataktds, Gk.) describes one out of step with divine order — here referring
to idle believers living off others. “Withdraw” (stellesthai) means to avoid close association, not
to condemn. This is loving correction, not excommunication.

7-9. “For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us... we wrought with labour and travail night
and day, that we might not be chargeable to any of you.”

Paul modeled self-support through tentmaking. “Follow” (mimeisthai, Gk.) means to imitate.
Grace never excuses irresponsibility; it inspires service. Paul’s refusal to burden others
displayed sincerity and set a precedent for ministry integrity.



10-12. “For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work,
neither should he eat.”

Paul addresses willful idleness. “Would not work™ (ou thelei ergazesthai) implies refusal, not
inability. Work is a creation mandate and spiritual stewardship. He exhorts the idle to “work with
quietness” (meta hésychias ergazomenoi) and “eat their own bread” — independence rooted in
dignity.

13. “But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.”

Grace strengthens endurance in goodness. “Be not weary” (mé enkakéséte) means do not lose
heart. Even amid misuse by others, the believer continues faithfully.

14-15. “If any man obey not our word... note that man, and have no company with him, that he
may be ashamed. Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.”

Discipline aims at restoration, not rejection. “Note” (sémeiousthe) means mark for attention.
Correction must remain brotherly (adelphon), grounded in love and grace.

16. “Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace always by all means.”

Peace (eirene, Gk.) flows directly from Christ — inward calm regardless of outward conflict. Paul
emphasizes “always” and “by all means” to affirm the sufficiency of divine grace for every
circumstance.

17-18. “The salutation of Paul with mine own hand... The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all.”

Paul authenticates the letter to counter forgeries (cf. 2:2). His final benediction underscores
grace as both the beginning and end of the Christian life.



Koine Greek Linguistic Notes

Treché (Gk., v.1): “free course,” to run swiftly.

Pistos (Gk., v.3): “faithful,” reliable and trustworthy.

Stérixai (Gk., v.3): “stablish,” strengthen firmly.

Phylaxei (Gk., v.3): “keep,” guard or protect.

Kateuthynai (Gk., v.5): “direct,” make straight or guide.

Ataktos (Gk., v.6): “disorderly,” out of step or undisciplined.
Stellesthai (Gk., v.6): “withdraw,” to avoid intimate association.
Mimeisthai (Gk., v.7): “follow,” imitate as an example.

Ou thelei ergazesthai (Gk., v.10): “would not work,” refuse to labor.
Meta hésychias ergazomenoi (Gk., v.12): “work with quietness,” labor peacefully.
Mé enkakéséte (Gk., v.13): “be not weary,” lose not heart.
Sémeiousthe (Gk., v.14): “note,” mark attentively.

Eiréné (Gk., v.16): “peace,” inner harmony or wholeness.

Doctrinal Insight

2 Thessalonians 3 shows that grace demands responsibility. Salvation is free, but discipleship
involves diligence, self-control, and community accountability. The idle believer remains
eternally secure yet suffers loss of fellowship and testimony. God’s faithfulness preserves His
children while His Word instructs them toward maturity. Correction among believers must always
reflect grace — firm but loving, aiming to restore fellowship.



Free Grace Summary

God’s faithfulness guarantees eternal security and continual strengthening.
Grace-driven diligence replaces legalistic compulsion.

Work and integrity are expressions of gratitude, not grounds for favor.
Correction protects fellowship, not salvation.

The believer’s peace and stability rest on Christ, not performance.

2 Thessalonians 3 concludes Paul’s teaching with harmony: eternal grace produces temporal
responsibility — the saved are called not to strive for security, but to live from it.



