
Revelation 1 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation opens as the unveiling (apokalypsis) of Jesus Christ—both from Him and about Him. 
Written by the apostle John while exiled on Patmos, the book reveals Christ’s glory, authority, 
and future plan for the Church and the world. Chapter 1 introduces the Triune source of the 
revelation, pronounces a blessing for those who read and heed, and presents Christ in His 
majestic role as the glorified High Priest and Judge walking among His churches. The believer’s 
eternal security is affirmed through the One who “loved us, and washed us from our sins in His 
own blood.” 
 
 
--- 
 
1–3. “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him… blessed is he that readeth, 
and they that hear…” 
 
“Revelation” (apokalypsis) means unveiling or disclosure. The message originates from God, 
given to Christ, then through His angel to John. The promised blessing underscores readiness, 
not redemption—those who heed the prophecy enjoy spiritual reward, not initial salvation. 
 
 
--- 
 
4–6. “John to the seven churches which are in Asia…” 
 
The number seven signifies completeness. Grace and peace flow from the Triune God: the 
Father (“him which is, and which was, and which is to come”), the Spirit (“the seven Spirits”), 
and the Son. Christ is described as the “faithful witness,” the “first begotten of the dead,” and 
“the prince of the kings of the earth.” The phrase “washed us from our sins in his own blood” 
(some manuscripts read “loosed”) affirms full and final redemption. The believer is already made 
a “king and priest” to God—positional truth, not future attainment. 
 
 
--- 
 
7. “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him…” 
 
This declares Christ’s visible, bodily return. The “clouds” symbolize divine glory (cf. Dan. 7:13). 
Israel and the nations will witness His coming. The pierced One will be vindicated before all. 



This verse bridges prophecy, connecting Christ’s ascension, present ministry, and future 
revelation. 
 
 
--- 
 
8. “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending…” 
 
Christ, the eternal One, identifies with God’s self-existent nature. “Alpha and Omega” signifies 
absolute sovereignty over time and history. The believer’s confidence rests in the One who 
completes what He begins (Phil. 1:6). 
 
 
--- 
 
9–11. “I John… was in the isle that is called Patmos… I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day.” 
 
John, exiled under Roman persecution, receives the vision “in the Spirit”—a state of prophetic 
revelation. The “Lord’s day” likely refers to Sunday, the day of resurrection. The command “write 
in a book” confirms divine authorship and prophetic preservation. 
 
 
--- 
 
12–16. “And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks… and in the midst… one like unto 
the Son of man.” 
 
The “candlesticks” (lampstands) symbolize local churches. Christ stands amid them as High 
Priest, wearing a robe (poderēs) and golden sash. His hair “white as wool” signifies eternal 
wisdom, eyes “as a flame of fire” reveal penetrating judgment, and feet “like fine brass” 
represent righteousness in judgment. His “voice as many waters” conveys commanding 
authority. The “seven stars” in His right hand are the angels or messengers of the 
churches—His sovereign care for each congregation. 
 
 
--- 
 
17–18. “And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead…” 
 
John’s reaction reflects awe before divine glory. Christ’s reassuring words—“Fear not; I am the 
first and the last… I am he that liveth, and was dead; and behold, I am alive for 
evermore”—affirm His eternal, resurrected identity. The “keys of hell and of death” symbolize 
authority over the unseen realm. For believers, this guarantees eternal security: death cannot 
sever what Christ secures. 



 
 
--- 
 
19. “Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall 
be hereafter.” 
 
This verse provides the book’s inspired outline: 
 
“The things thou hast seen” — the vision of Christ (chapter 1). 
 
“The things which are” — the present church age (chapters 2–3). 
 
“The things which shall be hereafter” — future prophetic events (chapters 4–22). 
 
 
 
--- 
 
20. “The mystery of the seven stars… and the seven golden candlesticks.” 
 
Christ explains the symbolism: the “stars” are the angelic or human messengers representing 
each church, and the “candlesticks” are the churches themselves. His presence among them 
affirms both accountability and fellowship. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Apokalypsis (Gk., v.1): “unveiling, revelation.” 
 
Martys ho pistos (Gk., v.5): “the faithful witness.” 
 
Lysanti / lousanti (Gk., v.5): “loosed/washed,” both imply liberation from sin. 
 
Basileian kai hiereis (Gk., v.6): “kings and priests.” 
 
Erchetai meta tōn nephelōn (Gk., v.7): “He comes with the clouds.” 
 
Poderēs (Gk., v.13): “long priestly robe.” 
 
Opsis autou hōs ho hēlios (Gk., v.16): “His countenance as the sun.” 
 



Kleis (Gk., v.18): “keys, authority.” 
 
Meta tauta (Gk., v.19): “after these things.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
Revelation begins not with fear but with assurance. Christ’s majesty guarantees the believer’s 
preservation, for He who conquered death holds its keys. The glorified Son walks among His 
churches, sustaining them by His presence and evaluating them by His truth. Prophecy thus 
strengthens confidence: history unfolds under His sovereign rule, and the Church’s destiny rests 
secure in His eternal hand. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
Salvation is secure through the blood of Christ (v.5). 
 
Believers already share a priestly and royal position (v.6). 
 
The glorified Christ walks among His churches, ensuring care and accountability. 
 
Prophecy strengthens faith, not fear. 
 
Eternal security rests in the One who “was dead and is alive forevermore.” 
 
The same Savior who saves by grace sustains by power until the final unveiling of His glory. 
 
Revelation 2 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 2 begins Christ’s letters to the seven churches in Asia Minor—real congregations 
representing various spiritual conditions throughout the church age. Each message follows a 
pattern: Christ’s description of Himself, His commendation, His rebuke or warning, His 
exhortation, and His promise to the overcomer. These letters reveal that fellowship and 



reward—not salvation—are in view. Eternal life is already secure; the focus is faithfulness, 
perseverance, and testimony in a fallen world. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–7. Letter to Ephesus 
 
Commendation: Ephesus is praised for labor, patience, and doctrinal discernment—they 
resisted false apostles. 
Rebuke: “Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.” The 
Greek aphēkes means “abandoned.” Their works remained, but their warmth toward Christ 
waned. 
Exhortation: “Remember… repent… and do the first works.” Here metanoēson (Gk.) means a 
change of mind, not emotional sorrow. The warning about removing their candlestick refers to 
loss of witness, not salvation. 
Promise: “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life.” The “overcomer” (nikaōn) 
is every believer (1 John 5:4–5). The “tree of life” symbolizes fellowship blessings in eternity. 
 
 
--- 
 
8–11. Letter to Smyrna 
 
Commendation: Christ, “the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive,” comforts a 
persecuted church. Their poverty was material, but they were “rich” spiritually. 
Encouragement: “Fear none of those things…” The coming “tribulation ten days” suggests a 
brief period of intense suffering. 
Promise: “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” This stephanos zōēs is 
a reward for faithfulness, not eternal life itself. 
Assurance: “He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death”—a guarantee of eternal 
security, since no believer can face eternal condemnation. 
 
 
--- 
 
12–17. Letter to Pergamos 
 
Commendation: The believers dwelled “where Satan’s seat is,” likely referencing pagan 
temples. They held fast Christ’s name despite persecution. 
Rebuke: Some followed “the doctrine of Balaam” and the “Nicolaitans,” which mixed idolatry and 
immorality. 
Exhortation: “Repent” (change of mind), or Christ would fight against them with the sword of His 
mouth—divine discipline through truth. 



Promise: The overcomer receives “hidden manna” (fellowship nourishment) and a “white stone” 
with a new name, symbolizing acceptance and intimate approval at the Judgment Seat of 
Christ. 
 
 
--- 
 
18–29. Letter to Thyatira 
 
Commendation: Their “works, charity, service, faith, and patience” show growth. 
Rebuke: They tolerate “that woman Jezebel,” a figure for false teaching that promotes spiritual 
compromise. 
Warning: Those committing “adultery” with her face temporal judgment, not loss of salvation. 
Exhortation: “Hold fast till I come.” Perseverance ensures reward, not redemption. 
Promise: The overcomer receives authority “over the nations” and “the morning star”—a symbol 
of shared reign with Christ (cf. 2 Tim. 2:12). 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Aphēkes (Gk., v.4): “you have left, abandoned.” 
 
Metanoēson (Gk., v.5): “change your mind.” 
 
Nikaōn (Gk., v.7): “overcomer, victorious one.” 
 
Stephanos zōēs (Gk., v.10): “crown of life.” 
 
Didachē Balaam (Gk., v.14): “teaching of Balaam.” 
 
Leukēn psēphon (Gk., v.17): “white stone.” 
 
Aster proinos (Gk., v.28): “morning star.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
These letters show Christ’s personal involvement with His churches. Each believer’s eternal 
destiny is secure, yet their fellowship and reward depend on obedience and devotion. Loss of 



love, tolerance of sin, or compromise with the world brings divine discipline—not damnation. 
Christ’s evaluation focuses on faithfulness, motivation, and spiritual integrity, not perfection. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
The “overcomer” is every believer by faith in Christ, not by performance. 
 
Rewards, not salvation, are promised for faithfulness. 
 
Repentance means restoring fellowship, not earning forgiveness. 
 
The “tree of life,” “crown of life,” and “white stone” picture eternal joy and recognition. 
 
Christ’s letters show His loving correction, never condemnation. 
 
Eternal security is certain; fellowship is conditional on obedience. 
 
Revelation 3 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 3 completes the letters to the seven churches. Each message reveals Christ’s 
intimate knowledge of His people and His gracious call to renewed fellowship. Eternal life is 
never at stake—these exhortations concern spiritual vitality, witness, and reward. Christ offers 
correction, encouragement, and promises for faithful endurance. The recurring refrain, “He that 
hath an ear, let him hear,” calls believers to respond to truth in fellowship, not fear of losing 
salvation. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–6. Letter to Sardis 
 
Description: Christ presents Himself as the One who “hath the seven Spirits of God, and the 
seven stars.” This emphasizes the fullness of the Spirit and His authority over the churches. 
Rebuke: “Thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.” Sardis had a reputation for vitality 
but lacked spiritual reality. “Dead” (nekros) describes carnal lifelessness, not eternal death. 



Exhortation: “Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain.” The call is to spiritual 
revival. “Remember… hold fast, and repent.” 
Promise: “He that overcometh… shall be clothed in white raiment.” The garments symbolize 
purity and reward, not justification. 
Assurance: “I will not blot out his name out of the book of life.” This litotes (a rhetorical 
understatement) means the opposite—affirmation of eternal security. Christ guarantees special 
honor, not threat of exclusion. 
 
 
--- 
 
7–13. Letter to Philadelphia 
 
Description: Christ holds “the key of David,” symbolizing messianic authority and access. 
Commendation: “Thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my 
name.” Despite weakness, they remained faithful. 
Encouragement: Christ promises to make false Jews “come and worship before thy feet.” Their 
vindication reflects divine justice, not human pride. 
Promise: “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of 
temptation.” This tērēsō ek tēs hōras indicates removal or protection from the 
Tribulation—supporting the pre-tribulational rapture. 
Reward: The overcomer becomes “a pillar in the temple of my God” and receives a triple 
inscription—new identification, security, and belonging. 
 
 
--- 
 
14–22. Letter to Laodicea 
 
Description: Christ is “the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of 
God.” The term archē tēs ktiseōs refers to Christ as originator, not first created being. 
Rebuke: “Thou art neither cold nor hot.” Lukewarmness represents indifference and 
self-sufficiency. Their boast, “I am rich,” contrasts with spiritual poverty—blind, naked, and 
destitute of fellowship. 
Counsel: “Buy of me gold tried in the fire…” Grace calls for spiritual wealth (faith refined by 
testing), white raiment (righteous conduct), and eye salve (spiritual discernment). 
Reproof: “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten.” Divine discipline is proof of sonship, not 
rejection. 
Invitation: “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock.” Christ seeks restored fellowship, not initial 
salvation. The invitation is to believers for communion, not unbelievers for conversion. 
Promise: The overcomer will “sit with me in my throne”—a reward of co-reigning with Christ, 
based on faithfulness in life. 
 
 



--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Nekros (Gk., v.1): “dead, lifeless.” 
 
Biblou tēs zōēs (Gk., v.5): “book of life.” 
 
Litotes (figure of speech): “not blot out” = strong assurance of permanence. 
 
Tērēsō ek tēs hōras (Gk., v.10): “keep out of the hour,” indicating protection. 
 
Archē tēs ktiseōs (Gk., v.14): “origin or source of creation.” 
 
Zēlōson kai metanoēson (Gk., v.19): “be zealous and change your mind.” 
 
Stēkō epi tēn thyran kai krouō (Gk., v.20): “I stand at the door and knock.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
These final letters reveal the full range of church conditions—from complacent death to devoted 
perseverance. Christ’s warnings concern discipline and reward, not salvation loss. He lovingly 
corrects His own, calling them to rekindle devotion and maintain truth. His promises—to clothe, 
crown, and enthrone believers—display grace’s generosity toward those already secure in Him. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
Each “overcomer” is a believer, assured of eternal life. 
 
“Blotting out” is an idiom of assurance, not threat. 
 
Discipline affirms relationship, proving divine sonship. 
 
Fellowship, not salvation, is the focus of Christ’s call. 
 
The promise to “keep from the hour of temptation” ensures deliverance from future wrath. 
 



Christ’s knock invites renewed communion, reminding believers that grace restores, never 
removes. 
 
Revelation 4 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 4 marks the transition from “the things which are” (the Church Age) to “the things 
which shall be hereafter.” John is caught up into heaven, where he beholds the throne of God 
and a glorious worship scene that establishes divine sovereignty before the judgments unfold. 
The Church, symbolized by the twenty-four elders, is seen already in heaven—redeemed, 
crowned, and worshiping. This chapter centers not on wrath but on worship, displaying the 
holiness, majesty, and eternal rule of God who is worthy of all creation’s praise. 
 
 
--- 
 
1. “After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven…” 
 
“After this” (meta tauta) signals a new prophetic section. The open door represents divine 
invitation and access through grace. John’s call, “Come up hither,” parallels the rapture of the 
Church (1 Thess. 4:16–17), as the Church disappears from the earthly scene until Revelation 
19. 
 
 
--- 
 
2–3. “And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven…” 
 
John’s vision begins with God’s throne—the central focus of heaven. The One on the throne 
appears “like a jasper and a sardine stone,” signifying purity and justice. The rainbow around 
the throne, “like an emerald,” recalls God’s covenant mercy (cf. Gen. 9:16), surrounding His 
holiness with grace. 
 
 
--- 
 
4. “And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and 
twenty elders sitting…” 
 



The elders represent the redeemed Church—clothed in white (righteousness) and crowned with 
golden crowns (stephanous), symbolizing reward and completion. Their number (24) may reflect 
the 24 priestly orders (1 Chr. 24), typifying all believers serving as priests to God (Rev. 1:6). 
 
 
--- 
 
5. “And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices…” 
 
These manifestations convey awe and majesty, revealing God’s authority and readiness to 
judge. The “seven lamps of fire” represent the fullness of the Holy Spirit (hepta pneumata tou 
Theou), not separate spirits, emphasizing divine completeness. 
 
 
--- 
 
6–8. “And before the throne there was a sea of glass… and four beasts full of eyes…” 
 
The “sea of glass” symbolizes calm purity before God’s throne—order replacing the turmoil of 
earthly seas. The “four living creatures” (zoa) represent angelic beings akin to the cherubim of 
Ezekiel 1 and seraphim of Isaiah 6, full of eyes (omniscient perception) and diverse forms 
signifying all creation’s praise. Their unceasing cry, “Holy, holy, holy,” declares divine perfection 
and eternal glory. 
 
 
--- 
 
9–11. “And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks… the four and twenty elders 
fall down before him…” 
 
Heaven’s worship is constant and reverent. The elders cast their crowns before the 
throne—acknowledging that all reward belongs to God. The song declares, “Thou art worthy… 
for thou hast created all things,” affirming that creation exists for His pleasure. God’s sovereignty 
is absolute, His right to rule unquestionable. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Meta tauta (Gk., v.1): “after these things,” signaling prophetic progression. 
 
Thyra aneōgmenē (Gk., v.1): “door opened.” 
 



Thronos (Gk., v.2): “throne,” central term of the chapter. 
 
Stephanous (Gk., v.4): “crowns of reward.” 
 
Hepta pneumata tou Theou (Gk., v.5): “sevenfold Spirit of God.” 
 
Thalassa hualinē (Gk., v.6): “sea of glass.” 
 
Zoa (Gk., v.6): “living creatures.” 
 
Hagios, hagios, hagios (Gk., v.8): “holy, holy, holy.” 
 
Axios ei (Gk., v.11): “thou art worthy.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
Revelation 4 affirms that before any judgment unfolds, heaven acknowledges God’s holiness 
and creative sovereignty. The Church appears glorified and rewarded, not awaiting wrath. The 
scene contrasts earthly rebellion with heavenly order. God’s throne is not threatened by chaos 
below; all creation exists under His command. Worship precedes judgment because grace 
precedes wrath. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
The raptured Church appears secure and glorified before tribulation begins. 
 
Worship in heaven centers on grace, holiness, and creation. 
 
Crowns symbolize reward, not salvation—believers are already redeemed. 
 
The rainbow reveals covenant mercy encircling divine justice. 
 
God’s throne ensures the believer’s eternal safety and the universe’s moral order. 
 
Revelation 4 assures that no matter the coming judgments, the believer’s future is already 
secure in heaven’s praise. 
 



Revelation 5 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 5 presents the most pivotal worship scene in Scripture. The sealed scroll in God’s 
right hand represents His redemptive plan for reclaiming creation. None in heaven or earth can 
open it—until the Lamb, slain yet standing, takes it. This moment reveals Christ as both 
Redeemer and rightful heir of all things. The chapter transitions from the Creator’s worthiness 
(chapter 4) to the Redeemer’s worthiness (chapter 5). Heaven’s worship expands from four 
living creatures and twenty-four elders to all creation, praising the Lamb who alone can bring 
history to its consummation. 
 
 
--- 
 
1. “And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the 
backside, sealed with seven seals.” 
 
The scroll (biblion) contains the divine title deed to the earth—God’s full plan of judgment and 
restoration. Written on both sides, it signifies completeness. The “seven seals” denote perfect 
security; no one can alter God’s decree. 
 
 
--- 
 
2–4. “And I saw a strong angel proclaiming… Who is worthy to open the book?” 
 
The question emphasizes moral worthiness, not mere ability. None of the heavenly or earthly 
beings qualifies because all creation is fallen. John weeps (eklaion) not from ignorance, but 
because redemption’s fulfillment seems delayed. 
 
 
--- 
 
5. “Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the 
book…” 
 
Christ’s messianic titles—ho leōn (Lion) and rhiza Dauid (Root of David)—combine His royal 
lineage and divine origin. “Hath prevailed” (enikēsen) means “has conquered.” The cross, not 
conquest by force, is the victory that makes Him worthy. 
 



 
--- 
 
6. “And I beheld… a Lamb as it had been slain…” 
 
The conquering Lion appears as a slain Lamb (arnion esphagmenon). The perfect participle 
indicates continual remembrance of His sacrifice. The seven horns (power) and seven eyes 
(omniscience—“the seven Spirits of God”) portray fullness of divine authority through the Spirit’s 
work. 
 
 
--- 
 
7–8. “And he came and took the book out of the right hand…” 
 
This act marks the transfer of divine authority to the Redeemer. The four living creatures and 
twenty-four elders fall in worship, each holding a harp (praise) and golden vials (prayers of the 
saints). Human petitions and angelic praise unite in anticipation of redemption’s completion. 
 
 
--- 
 
9–10. “And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy… for thou wast slain, and hast 
redeemed us to God by thy blood…” 
 
The “new song” (ōdē kainē) celebrates redemption. “Redeemed” (ēgorasas) means “purchased” 
from the marketplace of sin. Christ’s death secures eternal salvation, forming believers into a 
universal priesthood. The phrase “we shall reign on the earth” anticipates future reward and rule 
in the millennial kingdom, not universal salvation. 
 
 
--- 
 
11–12. “And I beheld… ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands…” 
 
Myriads of angels join the chorus, declaring the Lamb’s sevenfold worth: power, riches, wisdom, 
strength, honor, glory, and blessing—completeness of divine majesty. 
 
 
--- 
 
13–14. “And every creature… heard I saying, Blessing, and honour… be unto him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever…” 
 



All creation, redeemed and unredeemed, acknowledges the Lamb’s authority. The four living 
creatures respond “Amen,” and the elders fall in worship—finalizing heaven’s unanimous 
affirmation of Christ’s worthiness. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Biblion (Gk., v.1): “scroll, document.” 
 
Eklaion (Gk., v.4): “I wept greatly.” 
 
Ho leōn (Gk., v.5): “the Lion.” 
 
Rhiza Dauid (Gk., v.5): “Root of David.” 
 
Enikēsen (Gk., v.5): “has conquered, prevailed.” 
 
Arnion esphagmenon (Gk., v.6): “Lamb as slain.” 
 
Ōdē kainē (Gk., v.9): “new song.” 
 
Ēgorasas (Gk., v.9): “you purchased, redeemed.” 
 
Kratein (Gk., v.7): “to take hold, grasp firmly.” 
 
Eucharistia (Gk., v.13): “thanksgiving, blessing.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
Revelation 5 portrays the turning point of human history—Christ, the Redeemer-Lamb, assumes 
rightful authority to execute judgment and restore creation. The Church, already redeemed and 
glorified, worships in heaven. The Lamb’s worthiness rests not in divine power alone but in 
sacrificial grace. Eternal security flows from His finished redemption; therefore, judgment can 
never threaten those washed in His blood. 
 
 
--- 
 



Free Grace Summary 
 
The Lamb’s victory through the cross secures eternal redemption. 
 
Worthiness belongs to Christ alone, not to human merit. 
 
The Church is already in heaven—redeemed, crowned, and singing. 
 
Salvation is complete; what follows is reward and restoration. 
 
Worship precedes judgment because grace precedes justice. 
 
The Redeemer’s blood guarantees eternal security and future reign for all believers. 
 
Revelation 6 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 6 begins the breaking of the seven seals that secure the scroll of God’s redemptive 
plan. Each seal introduces a stage of divine judgment during the future Tribulation, unfolding on 
earth while the redeemed Church remains in heaven. This chapter introduces the “Four 
Horsemen,” symbolizing conquest, war, famine, and death. The remaining seals reveal 
persecution, cosmic disturbance, and the anticipation of wrath. Through it all, God’s sovereignty 
is absolute, reminding believers that judgment flows from the Lamb Himself—the very One who 
already secured their eternal salvation. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–2. “And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals… and behold a white horse…” 
 
The first rider, on a white horse, carries a bow and a victor’s crown (stephanos). He represents 
the rise of a false peace under the coming Antichrist. “Conquering and to conquer” (nikōn kai 
hina nikēsē) portrays relentless expansion through deception, not righteousness. This is not 
Christ, but a counterfeit savior initiating false unity and domination. 
 
 
--- 
 
3–4. “And there went out another horse that was red…” 
 



The second rider brings war and bloodshed. The red horse symbolizes violence, and “a great 
sword” denotes global conflict. Peace is removed from the earth as human rebellion ripens 
under divine permission. 
 
 
--- 
 
5–6. “And I beheld, and lo a black horse…” 
 
The black horse represents famine and economic collapse. The rider holds “a pair of balances,” 
indicating scarcity and rationing. The command “A measure of wheat for a penny” refers to 
exorbitant prices—a day’s wage for a loaf of bread. “Hurt not the oil and the wine” shows 
selective preservation of luxury, revealing class disparity amid global crisis. 
 
 
--- 
 
7–8. “And I looked, and behold a pale horse…” 
 
The pale horse (chlōros, “greenish”) represents death, followed by Hades. A fourth of humanity 
perishes by sword, hunger, and pestilence. The sequence depicts divine judgment through 
natural and human means, showing that human sin invites catastrophic consequences. 
 
 
--- 
 
9–11. “And when he had opened the fifth seal…” 
 
John sees “the souls of them that were slain for the word of God.” These are Tribulation martyrs, 
not Church-age saints. They cry for justice, not revenge. The white robes signify acceptance 
and rest, not resurrection yet. They are told to “rest yet for a little season,” showing God’s timing 
and mercy before full retribution. 
 
 
--- 
 
12–14. “And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal…” 
 
A massive earthquake and cosmic signs—sun blackened, moon as blood, stars falling—depict 
divine disruption of creation. The heavens “depart as a scroll,” symbolizing God’s unveiling of 
His presence. These apocalyptic phenomena mark the nearing of the Day of the Lord. 
 
 
--- 



 
15–17. “And the kings of the earth… hid themselves in the dens…” 
 
All classes of humanity, from rulers to slaves, attempt to hide from “the face of him that sitteth on 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb.” The phrase “wrath of the Lamb” (orgē tou arniou) 
unites mercy and justice—the Savior now acts as Judge. Their cry, “Who shall be able to 
stand?” prepares the question answered in chapter 7: only those sealed by God’s grace. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Stephanos (Gk., v.2): “victor’s crown, reward of conquest.” 
 
Nikōn kai hina nikēsē (Gk., v.2): “conquering and in order to conquer.” 
 
Chlōros (Gk., v.8): “pale, greenish,” symbolizing death. 
 
Psychas tōn esphagmenōn (Gk., v.9): “souls of those who had been slain.” 
 
Orgē tou arniou (Gk., v.16): “wrath of the Lamb.” 
 
Hē hēmera hē megalē tēs orgēs (Gk., v.17): “the great day of His wrath.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
The judgments of Revelation 6 demonstrate that the Lamb who redeemed the world also reigns 
over history’s conclusion. These events unfold after the Church’s removal, underscoring God’s 
justice upon an unbelieving world. Eternal security remains untouched—the redeemed are 
already in heaven, observing rather than enduring. God’s wrath is reserved for the rebellious, 
not for His children who are “not appointed to wrath” (1 Thess. 5:9). 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
The Lamb opens the seals—judgment flows from the Redeemer, not blind fate. 
 



The Church is absent, having been caught up before this period. 
 
The white horse symbolizes deception, not salvation. 
 
The martyrs’ cry shows justice delayed, never denied. 
 
Eternal life is secure; only temporal judgment falls upon the earth. 
 
Even in wrath, divine mercy waits—calling humanity to repent and believe. 
 
Revelation 7 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 7 serves as an interlude between the sixth and seventh seals, revealing God’s mercy 
amid judgment. Before further wrath is poured out, the Lord seals His servants—first, 144,000 
Israelites for protection during the Tribulation; second, a vast multitude of Gentiles who come to 
faith during that same period. This chapter emphasizes divine grace in the midst of wrath, 
proving that God always preserves a remnant and never abandons His promises to Israel or His 
compassion toward the nations. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–3. “And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth…” 
 
Four angels restrain destructive winds symbolizing divine judgment. Another angel ascends 
from the east, carrying “the seal of the living God.” The command, “Hurt not the earth… till we 
have sealed the servants of our God,” demonstrates divine restraint. Sealing (sphragisōmen) 
denotes ownership and protection—those sealed are divinely preserved from harm, not for 
salvation (which is already theirs), but for mission and testimony. 
 
 
--- 
 
4–8. “And I heard the number of them which were sealed… an hundred and forty and four 
thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.” 
 
The 144,000 are literal Israelites, 12,000 from each tribe. The omission of Dan and inclusion of 
Manasseh underscores divine sovereignty, not loss of identity. This sealing reaffirms God’s 
covenant faithfulness—He has not abandoned national Israel. These witnesses will proclaim the 



gospel of the kingdom during the Tribulation. Their preservation highlights grace continuing 
through Israel’s testimony. 
 
 
--- 
 
9–10. “After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number…” 
 
The second group represents Gentile believers saved during the Tribulation. Clothed in white 
robes and holding palms, they symbolize redemption and victory. Their cry, “Salvation to our 
God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb,” reveals gratitude, not 
self-righteousness. Their presence in heaven confirms that even in judgment, grace triumphs. 
 
 
--- 
 
11–12. “And all the angels stood round about the throne… saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, 
and wisdom…” 
 
Heaven erupts in worship as angelic hosts join redeemed humanity in sevenfold praise to God 
and the Lamb. Worship flows naturally from gratitude, not compulsion—a reflection of secure 
relationship rather than fear of loss. 
 
 
--- 
 
13–14. “What are these which are arrayed in white robes?… These are they which came out of 
great tribulation…” 
 
The elder’s explanation identifies this multitude as believers who endured the Great Tribulation. 
“Came out of” (erchomenoi ek) means they emerged victoriously, not through works but by faith. 
“Washed their robes… in the blood of the Lamb” (eleykanan tas stolas en tō haimati tou arniou) 
depicts complete and permanent cleansing by grace. 
 
 
--- 
 
15–17. “Therefore are they before the throne of God… They shall hunger no more… and God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” 
 
Their heavenly service is one of continual worship. “He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell 
among them” (skēnōsei ep’ autous), echoing God’s covenant promise to dwell with His people. 
The Lamb shepherds them—He who gave His life now leads them to “living fountains of 
waters.” The wiping of tears signifies comfort and reward, not removal from salvation’s risk. 



 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Sphragisōmen (Gk., v.3): “to seal, mark for protection.” 
 
Ek pasēs phylēs (Gk., v.9): “out of every tribe.” 
 
Eleykanan tas stolas en tō haimati tou arniou (Gk., v.14): “they made white their robes in the 
blood of the Lamb.” 
 
Skēnōsei ep’ autous (Gk., v.15): “He will dwell among them.” 
 
Poimanei (Gk., v.17): “He shall shepherd, lead.” 
 
Zōntōn hydatōn (Gk., v.17): “living waters.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
Revelation 7 demonstrates that divine mercy operates even during divine judgment. The sealing 
of Israel confirms God’s covenant integrity, while the salvation of Gentiles illustrates His 
universal grace. These events occur after the Church’s removal, showing distinct programs for 
Israel, the Church, and the nations. The Lamb’s blood remains the singular basis of redemption 
for all dispensations. No believer in any age faces wrath once covered by His atonement. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
God preserves His witnesses through sealing, not merit. 
 
Israel’s inclusion confirms covenant faithfulness and literal promise. 
 
Salvation in every age is by faith in the provision of God’s Lamb. 
 
The Tribulation saints show grace still operative amid wrath. 
 



Eternal security is maintained: they are cleansed once for all. 
 
The Lamb’s blood ensures perfect fellowship, eternal comfort, and divine presence forever. 
 
Revelation 8 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 8 opens the seventh seal, which introduces the trumpet judgments. Heaven falls 
silent for half an hour—a dramatic pause marking the solemn transition from anticipation to 
execution of divine wrath. The prayers of the saints rise before God, followed by trumpet blasts 
that unleash catastrophic judgments upon the natural world. These events occur during the first 
half of the Tribulation, demonstrating both the holiness and patience of God as He continues to 
warn an unrepentant world. The believer’s eternal security remains untouched—God’s wrath is 
never directed toward His redeemed. 
 
 
--- 
 
1. “And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of 
half an hour.” 
 
The silence (sigē) contrasts the thunderous worship of chapters 4–5. It symbolizes awe before 
divine judgment—creation holds its breath as the final seal reveals the next series of judgments. 
The pause is merciful, offering solemn reflection before wrath intensifies. 
 
 
--- 
 
2–4. “And I saw the seven angels which stood before God… and another angel came and stood 
at the altar, having a golden censer.” 
 
The seven angels prepare to sound their trumpets, each signaling a new phase of judgment. 
The “another angel” may represent Christ functioning as High Priest. He offers incense 
(thumiamata) with “the prayers of all saints,” showing that even judgment answers prayer for 
righteousness and justice. God’s wrath flows in harmony with His holiness and compassion. 
 
 
--- 
 



5. “And the angel took the censer… and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and 
thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.” 
 
The angel’s act symbolizes divine response to the prayers of the saints. The same altar that 
receives incense now becomes the source of judgment. Thunder and earthquake signify God’s 
presence and authority—justice is no accident but the outworking of His sovereign plan. 
 
 
--- 
 
6–7. “The first angel sounded… and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood…” 
 
The first trumpet brings ecological disaster: one-third of trees and all green grass are burned. 
This mirrors the plagues of Egypt but on a global scale. The devastation demonstrates God’s 
control over creation, calling mankind to repentance through nature’s upheaval. 
 
 
--- 
 
8–9. “And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast 
into the sea…” 
 
This likely depicts a meteor or volcanic eruption destroying one-third of the seas. “The third part 
of the sea became blood” evokes Exodus imagery. Marine life dies, and ships are destroyed, 
affecting commerce and livelihood. Creation groans under judgment (cf. Rom. 8:22). 
 
 
--- 
 
10–11. “And the third angel sounded… and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it 
were a lamp…” 
 
The “great star,” named Wormwood (Apsinthos), poisons rivers and freshwater sources, 
resulting in widespread death. Symbolically, it portrays spiritual corruption spreading through 
human life. The physical and moral consequences of rejecting God converge. 
 
 
--- 
 
12. “And the fourth angel sounded… and the third part of the sun was smitten…” 
 
A reduction of one-third of sunlight, moonlight, and starlight disrupts the earth’s natural order. 
God dims creation’s light as a warning to a world rejecting the Light of the world (John 8:12). 
 



 
--- 
 
13. “And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud 
voice, Woe, woe, woe…” 
 
This “angel” (aetou, possibly “eagle”) announces three coming woes that intensify divine 
judgment. The triple repetition of ouai (“woe”) emphasizes completeness and severity. The cry 
warns rather than mocks—God’s purpose remains redemptive, urging repentance before the 
final three trumpets. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Sigē (Gk., v.1): “silence, stillness.” 
 
Thumiamata (Gk., v.3): “incense, aromatic offering.” 
 
Seismos (Gk., v.5): “earthquake, shaking.” 
 
Apsinthos (Gk., v.11): “wormwood, bitterness.” 
 
Phōs (Gk., v.12): “light, illumination.” 
 
Ouai (Gk., v.13): “woe, deep lament.” 
 
Aetou (Gk., v.13): “eagle, messenger of warning.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
Revelation 8 confirms that divine judgment answers both the holiness of God and the prayers of 
His saints. The trumpet blasts recall Old Testament warnings before battle—God calls humanity 
to repentance before executing justice. These judgments fall on a Christ-rejecting world, not on 
the Church, which has already been redeemed and removed. God’s wrath is measured, 
purposeful, and righteous, proving His mercy even in chastisement. 
 
 
--- 



 
Free Grace Summary 
 
The Lamb controls every phase of judgment—nothing occurs apart from His will. 
 
The silence of heaven magnifies God’s holiness and justice. 
 
The prayers of the saints participate in the outworking of God’s plan. 
 
The judgments are warnings, not random destruction. 
 
Believers are eternally secure, shielded from divine wrath (1 Thess. 1:10). 
 
Even in judgment, grace remains visible—offering repentance before the final “woes.” 
 
Revelation 9 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 9 unveils the fifth and sixth trumpet judgments, introducing intensified demonic and 
military plagues upon the earth. The imagery is terrifying yet symbolic of divine justice working 
through both spiritual and physical realms. The chapter reveals that God allows Satan 
temporary authority to torment the unbelieving world, but even under extreme suffering, 
mankind largely refuses to repent. The believer’s eternal security remains unshaken—those 
sealed by God are protected, illustrating the contrast between divine preservation and human 
rebellion. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–2. “And the fifth angel sounded… and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth…” 
 
The “star” (astēr) here is a person, not an object—most likely Satan or a high-ranking fallen 
angel. The “key of the bottomless pit” (kleis tou phreatos tēs abyssou) represents delegated 
authority, not ownership. When opened, smoke ascends, darkening the sun and air, signifying 
the release of demonic forces long restrained. 
 
 
--- 
 
3–6. “And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth…” 



 
These are not natural insects but demonic creatures symbolizing torment. They are commanded 
not to hurt vegetation but only those “which have not the seal of God.” Their power is limited to 
torment, not death, for five months. The anguish is so severe that men “shall desire to die, and 
death shall flee from them”—divine restraint preventing self-destruction. 
 
 
--- 
 
7–10. “And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle…” 
 
The grotesque imagery emphasizes strength, deception, and cruelty. The “crowns like gold” 
suggest counterfeit authority; “faces of men” imply intelligence; “hair as women’s hair” hints at 
seductive allure; and “teeth as lions” portray ferocity. Their tails, like scorpions, symbolize painful 
influence—deceptive doctrines that sting the soul. 
 
 
--- 
 
11. “And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit…” 
 
Their leader is Apollyon (Greek for “Destroyer,” corresponding to the Hebrew Abaddon). This 
confirms the demonic hierarchy operating under Satan’s authority. Even these forces remain 
under divine control—granted permission, not independence. 
 
 
--- 
 
12–16. “One woe is past… the sixth angel sounded… and the four angels which are bound in 
the great river Euphrates were loosed.” 
 
The Euphrates marks the historical boundary of ancient empires. Four bound angels (demonic 
powers) are released to kill one-third of mankind. Their release “prepared for an hour, and a day, 
and a month, and a year” (hētoimasmenous eis tēn hōran kai hēmeran kai mēna kai eniauton) 
shows precise divine timing. 
 
 
--- 
 
17–19. “And thus I saw the horses in the vision… out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and 
brimstone.” 
 



A massive cavalry—two hundred million—brings destruction by fire, smoke, and sulfur. This may 
symbolize demonic warfare or a literal human army energized by evil. The language highlights 
supernatural empowerment behind human conflict. 
 
 
--- 
 
20–21. “And the rest of the men… yet repented not of the works of their hands…” 
 
Despite overwhelming judgment, humanity refuses repentance. Idolatry, murder, sorcery 
(pharmakeia—drug-induced occultism), and immorality continue. This tragic conclusion reveals 
hardened unbelief: wrath does not produce repentance; only grace and faith in Christ do. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Astēr (Gk., v.1): “star, celestial being.” 
 
Kleis tou phreatos tēs abyssou (Gk., v.1): “key of the shaft of the abyss.” 
 
Abyssos (Gk., v.1): “bottomless pit, deep underworld.” 
 
Skorpios (Gk., v.3): “scorpion.” 
 
Abaddon / Apollyon (Heb./Gk., v.11): “Destroyer.” 
 
Hētoimasmenous eis tēn hōran… (Gk., v.15): “prepared for the hour, day, month, and year.” 
 
Pharmakeia (Gk., v.21): “sorcery, occult practice involving drugs or spells.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
Revelation 9 reveals that God’s judgments, though severe, remain controlled and purposeful. 
Satan and his demons operate only under divine permission. These plagues expose the futility 
of rebellion and the hardness of unregenerate hearts. For believers, the scene confirms perfect 
security—God’s seal guarantees protection from wrath (cf. Rev. 7:3). Divine justice vindicates 
grace, showing that those who reject the Savior face the inevitable consequences of unbelief. 
 



 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
God’s judgment is limited, precise, and under His sovereign authority. 
 
Demonic torment targets only the unsealed—believers are eternally safe. 
 
The abyss’s key belongs to Christ; Satan operates on borrowed power. 
 
Wrath exposes sin but cannot regenerate hearts—only grace saves. 
 
The call to repentance stands even amid judgment, affirming God’s mercy. 
 
The sealed saints remind us that eternal life in Christ remains untouched by the darkest 
judgments of history. 
 
Revelation 10 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 10 serves as an interlude between the sixth and seventh trumpet judgments, 
focusing on divine revelation and restraint. John sees a mighty angel descending from heaven, 
holding a small scroll open in his hand. The angel’s stance—one foot on the sea and one on the 
land—symbolizes universal authority. Thunderous voices speak mysteries that John is told to 
seal, reminding readers that not all divine plans are revealed. The chapter concludes with John 
eating the little book, symbolizing assimilation of God’s message—sweet to receive, but bitter to 
proclaim in judgment. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–2. “And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud…” 
 
The angel’s radiant appearance—clouds, rainbow, shining face, and fiery feet—reflects divine 
glory and judgment. The “little book open in his hand” (bibliaridion ēneōgmenon) is distinct from 
the sealed scroll of chapter 5; it likely contains specific revelations about the judgments soon to 
unfold. His stance upon sea and land (epi tēs thalassēs kai epi tēs gēs) demonstrates God’s 
sovereignty over all creation. 
 



 
--- 
 
3–4. “And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth…” 
 
The angel’s cry resembles a lion’s roar—majestic and powerful. The “seven thunders” (hepta 
brontai) utter distinct voices, but John is told, “Seal up those things… and write them not.” This 
divine restriction shows that God reveals only what serves His redemptive purpose; full 
comprehension awaits eternity. 
 
 
--- 
 
5–6. “And the angel… sware by him that liveth for ever and ever… that there should be time no 
longer.” 
 
The oath affirms God’s eternal authority. The phrase “time no longer” (chronos ouk estai eti) 
means not the end of time itself, but the delay of fulfillment—God’s long patience with sin is 
ending. The mystery of His plan moves swiftly toward completion. 
 
 
--- 
 
7. “But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel… the mystery of God should be finished…” 
 
The “mystery” (mystērion tou Theou) refers to God’s plan of redemption and judgment being 
fully revealed. When the seventh trumpet sounds, the hidden purposes of God—His dealings 
with evil, Israel, and the nations—will reach completion. This anticipates Christ’s visible reign as 
King. 
 
 
--- 
 
8–9. “And the voice… said, Go and take the little book… Take it, and eat it up…” 
 
John obeys, taking and eating the scroll (phage auto). Symbolically, this act means internalizing 
divine truth. The sweetness reflects the joy of receiving God’s word; the bitterness, the sorrow of 
proclaiming impending judgment. True prophecy both comforts the believer and condemns the 
unrepentant. 
 
 
--- 
 



10–11. “It was in my mouth sweet as honey… and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was 
bitter.” 
 
This echoes Ezekiel 3:1–3, where the prophet also eats God’s word. The experience conveys 
the dual nature of revelation: grace delights, but judgment grieves. John is then recommissioned 
to “prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings,” affirming his 
role as God’s messenger to the entire world. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Bibliaridion ēneōgmenon (Gk., v.2): “little book opened.” 
 
Hepta brontai (Gk., v.3): “seven thunders.” 
 
Chronos ouk estai eti (Gk., v.6): “there will be no more delay.” 
 
Mystērion tou Theou (Gk., v.7): “mystery of God.” 
 
Phage auto (Gk., v.9): “eat it up, consume completely.” 
 
Glukus hōs meli (Gk., v.10): “sweet as honey.” 
 
Pikrainō (Gk., v.10): “to make bitter, cause grief.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
Revelation 10 reminds believers that prophecy unfolds under divine control. God discloses only 
what fulfills His redemptive purpose. The angel’s oath assures that His patience will soon yield 
to righteous fulfillment—justice delayed will not be denied. John’s bittersweet experience 
illustrates the tension between joy in God’s truth and sorrow over its judgmental implications. 
The believer’s message must include both grace and truth, always resting on the certainty of 
God’s finished plan. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 



 
God’s sovereignty governs every revelation—nothing occurs by chance. 
 
The sealed voices of the thunders remind us that divine mystery remains holy. 
 
“No more delay” means justice will finally unfold, yet grace has already secured salvation for 
believers. 
 
The sweetness of God’s Word reflects assurance; its bitterness reflects compassion for the lost. 
 
John’s commission to “prophesy again” shows that grace’s message continues even amid 
judgment. 
 
The believer rests secure in the unchanging purpose of God, whose truth both comforts and 
convicts. 
 
Revelation 11 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 11 reveals God’s continuing testimony during the Tribulation through His two 
witnesses in Jerusalem and the symbolic measuring of the temple. The chapter bridges divine 
mercy and judgment, showing that even amid chaos, God preserves a faithful remnant. The two 
witnesses proclaim truth with miraculous authority, are killed by the Beast, and then resurrected 
before the watching world. Their ministry testifies that God’s Word cannot be silenced. The 
seventh trumpet then announces the coming kingdom of Christ, reminding readers that history 
moves toward His eternal reign. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–2. “And there was given me a reed like unto a rod… Rise, and measure the temple of God.” 
 
John measures the temple (naos tou Theou), symbolizing divine ownership and preservation. 
The act recalls Ezekiel 40–42. The outer court, given to the Gentiles for forty-two months, 
represents Jerusalem under Gentile domination during the final half of the Tribulation. God’s 
measurement ensures His sovereignty even over defiled ground. 
 
 
--- 
 



3–6. “And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two 
hundred and threescore days…” 
 
The two witnesses minister for 1,260 days (3½ years), clothed in sackcloth—symbols of 
repentance and mourning. They stand as “olive trees” and “candlesticks,” indicating the Spirit’s 
empowerment and divine illumination (cf. Zech. 4:3–14). Their miracles mirror Elijah (fire from 
heaven) and Moses (turning waters to blood), representing the Law and the Prophets united in 
testimony to Christ. 
 
 
--- 
 
7–10. “When they shall have finished their testimony, the beast… shall overcome them, and kill 
them.” 
 
Their death comes only when their mission is complete. The Beast (Antichrist) from the abyss 
(to thērion ek tēs abyssou) temporarily silences them. Their bodies lie in Jerusalem—spiritually 
called “Sodom and Egypt”—symbolizing corruption and rebellion. The world rejoices over their 
death, exchanging gifts in celebration, showing humanity’s hatred of divine truth. 
 
 
--- 
 
11–12. “And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into them…” 
 
Their resurrection displays God’s vindication and the triumph of divine power over death. “Come 
up hither” echoes the rapture imagery of Revelation 4:1. Their ascension before their enemies 
proclaims publicly that God’s witnesses cannot be extinguished. 
 
 
--- 
 
13–14. “And the same hour was there a great earthquake…” 
 
A devastating quake kills 7,000 people, prompting survivors to “give glory to the God of 
heaven.” This repentance appears superficial, driven by fear, yet it acknowledges divine 
sovereignty. The second woe (the sixth trumpet) concludes here, paving the way for the 
climactic seventh trumpet. 
 
 
--- 
 
15–17. “And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord…” 



 
The seventh trumpet announces—not yet executes—the transfer of universal rule to Christ. 
Heaven celebrates His eternal reign: “He shall reign for ever and ever.” The twenty-four elders 
worship, declaring that God’s purpose is fulfilled. The shift from patience to possession begins. 
 
 
--- 
 
18–19. “And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come…” 
 
The nations rage while heaven rejoices. God’s judgment includes reward for the faithful (“thy 
servants the prophets”) and destruction for the rebellious. The “temple of God… opened in 
heaven” reveals the ark of His covenant, symbolizing His faithfulness to Israel and His 
unchanging promises. Lightning and hail underscore divine majesty as heaven’s sanctuary 
becomes the focus of worship and justice. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Naos tou Theou (Gk., v.1): “sanctuary of God.” 
 
To thērion ek tēs abyssou (Gk., v.7): “the beast from the abyss.” 
 
Pneuma zōēs (Gk., v.11): “Spirit of life.” 
 
Megas seismos (Gk., v.13): “great earthquake.” 
 
Basileiai tou kosmou (Gk., v.15): “kingdoms of the world.” 
 
Dikaiōsai tous douloys sou (Gk., v.18): “to reward your servants.” 
 
Kibōtos tēs diathēkēs (Gk., v.19): “ark of the covenant.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
Revelation 11 highlights divine sovereignty and the persistence of testimony amid persecution. 
The two witnesses embody God’s faithfulness to proclaim truth until the end. Their temporary 
defeat underscores human rebellion, while their resurrection guarantees victory through divine 



power. The seventh trumpet affirms Christ’s right to rule; though the kingdom is not yet manifest 
on earth, its certainty is declared in heaven. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
God always preserves a witness even in history’s darkest moments. 
 
The two witnesses represent divine mercy before final wrath. 
 
Their resurrection pictures ultimate vindication for all believers. 
 
The seventh trumpet proclaims Christ’s coming reign, not loss of grace. 
 
Eternal security remains—God’s sealed ones cannot be overcome. 
 
The open temple in heaven affirms that God’s covenant faithfulness endures forever. 
 
Revelation 12 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 12 introduces the great spiritual conflict behind history. The woman symbolizes 
Israel, the dragon represents Satan, and the man-child depicts Christ. The chapter traces 
redemptive history—from Christ’s birth and ascension to Israel’s persecution during the 
Tribulation. Though Satan wages war against God’s people, he is ultimately defeated and cast 
down from heaven. The scene reveals not earthly politics but cosmic warfare, yet believers 
overcome through the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony. Eternal security is 
affirmed—Satan can accuse, but never condemn, those already redeemed. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–2. “And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun…” 
 
The “woman” (gynē) clothed with the sun, moon, and twelve stars represents national Israel (cf. 
Gen. 37:9–10). Her travail pictures Israel’s pain in bringing forth the Messiah. The symbolism 
reveals both glory (divine favor) and suffering (through persecution). 
 



 
--- 
 
3–4. “And there appeared another wonder… a great red dragon…” 
 
The dragon (drakōn megas purros) symbolizes Satan, the arch-enemy of God’s purposes. His 
seven heads and ten horns reflect global authority and completeness of evil influence. His tail 
drawing a third of the stars indicates the angelic rebellion—one-third of the angels fell with him. 
The dragon’s intent to devour the child shows Satan’s continual opposition to God’s redemptive 
plan. 
 
 
--- 
 
5–6. “And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron…” 
 
The man-child (huios arsen) represents Christ. His destiny to “rule” (poimanei) fulfills Psalm 2:9. 
His being “caught up unto God” points to the ascension. The woman fleeing into the wilderness 
prefigures Israel’s protection during the second half of the Tribulation (1,260 days). God 
preserves a remnant amid satanic rage. 
 
 
--- 
 
7–9. “And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon…” 
 
Michael, Israel’s guardian angel (Dan. 12:1), leads heavenly forces in victory. Satan and his 
angels are cast down permanently to earth. “Neither was their place found any more in heaven” 
(oude topos heurethē). His access to accuse believers is terminated; Christ’s atonement has 
silenced his claims forever. 
 
 
--- 
 
10–11. “Now is come salvation… for the accuser of our brethren is cast down…” 
 
Heaven rejoices in Satan’s expulsion. Believers overcome “by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their testimony.” Victory is positional, secured at Calvary, and experiential through 
faithful witness. The phrase “they loved not their lives unto the death” highlights commitment, 
not a condition for salvation. 
 
 
--- 
 



12. “Therefore rejoice, ye heavens… Woe to the inhabiters of the earth…” 
 
Heaven celebrates, but earth faces intensified conflict. Satan, knowing his time is short (oligon 
kairon), unleashes fury upon humanity, particularly Israel. Yet even his wrath serves God’s 
purpose. 
 
 
--- 
 
13–16. “And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the 
woman…” 
 
Satan’s attack on the “woman” portrays Israel’s persecution during the Great Tribulation. The 
“two wings of a great eagle” symbolize divine deliverance—possibly through supernatural or 
geographical refuge (cf. Petra). The “earth helped the woman” illustrates providential protection, 
perhaps a natural event shielding the remnant. 
 
 
--- 
 
17. “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her 
seed…” 
 
The “remnant” (loipōn tou spermatos autēs) refers to believing Jews who keep God’s 
commandments and maintain testimony for Christ. They represent Israel’s faithful remnant who 
trust in the Messiah during the end times. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Gynē (Gk., v.1): “woman, female figure.” 
 
Drakōn megas purros (Gk., v.3): “great red dragon.” 
 
Huios arsen (Gk., v.5): “male child.” 
 
Poimanei (Gk., v.5): “to rule or shepherd.” 
 
Oude topos heurethē (Gk., v.8): “no place was found.” 
 
Oligon kairon (Gk., v.12): “short time.” 
 



Loipōn tou spermatos autēs (Gk., v.17): “the rest of her offspring.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
Revelation 12 unveils the unseen war behind history’s turmoil. Satan’s opposition to Israel and 
the Church arises from his hatred of God’s redemptive plan. Though cast down, his time is 
limited, and his defeat is certain. Believers stand eternally secure through the blood of 
Christ—Satan’s accusations hold no power. Israel’s preservation ensures fulfillment of covenant 
promises, proving God’s unbreakable faithfulness. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
The woman represents Israel; the child, Christ; the dragon, Satan. 
 
Believers overcome by the blood of the Lamb, not personal merit. 
 
Satan’s accusations cannot revoke salvation—justification is final. 
 
Israel’s preservation displays covenant grace amid Tribulation. 
 
The heavenly war affirms Christ’s total victory and the believer’s eternal standing. 
 
Even in wrath, God’s mercy endures—He keeps His people forever. 
 
Revelation 13 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 13 portrays the rise of two beasts—figures of political and religious power during the 
Tribulation. The first beast, emerging from the sea, symbolizes the Antichrist and his global 
empire. The second beast, from the earth, represents the False Prophet who enforces worship 
of the Antichrist through deception and economic control. This chapter exposes Satan’s 
counterfeit trinity: the dragon (Satan), the beast (Antichrist), and the false prophet (religious 



deceiver). Though they exercise temporary dominion, their power is permitted by God and will 
ultimately be destroyed by Christ’s return. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–2. “And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea…” 
 
The “sea” (thalassēs) symbolizes the nations—Gentile peoples (cf. Dan. 7:2–3). The “beast” 
(thērion) represents the final world ruler, empowered by Satan. The ten horns and seven heads 
reflect a confederation of kingdoms, recalling Daniel’s vision. The leopard, bear, and lion 
imagery shows swift, strong, and ferocious authority derived from earlier empires (Babylon, 
Medo-Persia, Greece). 
 
 
--- 
 
3–4. “And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death…” 
 
A counterfeit resurrection amazes the world. The wound “healed” (etherapeuthē) causes 
universal admiration. Satan’s imitation of Christ’s resurrection fuels global worship: “Who is like 
unto the beast?” The question mocks divine worship—blasphemy replaces faith. 
 
 
--- 
 
5–6. “And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies…” 
 
The Antichrist’s oratory sways nations. He blasphemes God, His name, and His heavenly 
dwelling. His authority lasts forty-two months (three and a half years)—the final half of the 
Tribulation. The phrase “was given” (edothē) emphasizes divine permission; even evil cannot 
act outside God’s sovereignty. 
 
 
--- 
 
7–8. “And it was given unto him to make war with the saints…” 
 
Believers during the Tribulation suffer persecution but are not spiritually defeated. The beast’s 
dominion extends over “all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.” The worshippers’ names “not 
written in the book of life” reveals their unbelief, not loss of salvation. The redeemed remain 
secure, their names permanently inscribed. 
 
 



--- 
 
9–10. “If any man have an ear, let him hear…” 
 
This call invites discernment. “He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity…” underscores 
divine justice—evil rulers will reap what they sow. The saints’ endurance (hypomonē) reflects 
faith under suffering, not salvation by works. 
 
 
--- 
 
11–12. “And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth…” 
 
The second beast, later called the False Prophet (Rev. 19:20), arises “out of the earth,” perhaps 
from Israel or within organized religion. He has “two horns like a lamb” (outward gentleness) but 
“speaks as a dragon” (inward deception). His mission: promote worship of the first beast, 
forming the ultimate counterfeit spirituality. 
 
 
--- 
 
13–15. “And he doeth great wonders… that fire should come down from heaven…” 
 
The False Prophet mimics divine miracles to deceive the world. Signs recall Elijah’s power, but 
their purpose is blasphemous. He animates the “image of the beast” (eikona tou thēriou), 
compelling global worship and persecution of dissenters. These are satanic counterfeits of 
Pentecost’s miracles and the indwelling Spirit. 
 
 
--- 
 
16–18. “And he causeth all… to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads…” 
 
The “mark” (charagma) signifies allegiance, not merely technology. It reflects spiritual 
identification with the beast’s system. Those without it cannot buy or sell—economic tyranny 
reinforcing worship. “The number of the beast… six hundred threescore and six” (hexakosioi 
hexēkonta hex) symbolizes human imperfection raised to its highest rebellion. Only divine 
wisdom can discern its meaning. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 



Thalassēs (Gk., v.1): “sea, mass of nations.” 
 
Thērion (Gk., v.1): “wild beast, destructive ruler.” 
 
Etherapeuthē (Gk., v.3): “healed, restored.” 
 
Edothē (Gk., v.5): “it was given, permitted.” 
 
Hypomonē (Gk., v.10): “endurance, steadfastness.” 
 
Eikona tou thēriou (Gk., v.14): “image of the beast.” 
 
Charagma (Gk., v.16): “engraved mark, stamp of ownership.” 
 
Hexakosioi hexēkonta hex (Gk., v.18): “six hundred sixty-six.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
Revelation 13 exposes Satan’s counterfeit system—a false trinity and a deceptive religion united 
under global tyranny. The Antichrist imitates Christ’s resurrection and authority, while the False 
Prophet imitates the Holy Spirit’s role in directing worship. Yet God’s sovereignty remains 
absolute: all power is “given” only by divine allowance. The redeemed, sealed by God, remain 
untouched spiritually. Salvation cannot be lost; allegiance to Christ secures eternal life even 
amid temporal persecution. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
The first beast (Antichrist) embodies political rebellion; the second, religious deception. 
 
Satan’s imitation of divine power cannot undo God’s grace. 
 
Believers’ names are secure in the book of life—unchangeable and eternal. 
 
The mark represents loyalty to the beast’s system, not loss of salvation for believers. 
 
The redeemed endure by faith, resting in Christ’s finished work. 
 



God’s sovereignty limits all evil; His grace sustains His own through every trial. 
 
Revelation 14 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 14 presents a series of heavenly visions contrasting divine triumph with earthly 
rebellion. The 144,000 stand with the Lamb on Mount Zion, symbolizing preserved faithfulness. 
Three angelic messages proclaim eternal gospel truth, warn of judgment, and condemn 
allegiance to the Beast. The chapter ends with two harvests: one of the righteous for blessing, 
and one of the wicked for wrath. The focus is assurance for believers and certainty of judgment 
for unbelievers—Christ’s redemption secures eternal safety even as divine justice unfolds upon 
the earth. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–3. “And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and 
four thousand…” 
 
The Lamb (Christ) stands victorious on Mount Zion, likely the heavenly Zion, anticipating His 
future reign on earth. The 144,000 (hekaton tessarakonta tessares chiliades) are Jewish 
believers sealed earlier (Rev. 7:4–8), now preserved through tribulation. Their “Father’s name 
written in their foreheads” declares divine ownership and eternal security. Their new song 
celebrates redemption none else can sing—personal testimony to grace through suffering. 
 
 
--- 
 
4–5. “These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins…” 
 
Their purity symbolizes loyalty, not celibacy. They remain spiritually undefiled by 
idolatry—devoted to the Lamb wherever He leads. They are “firstfruits” (aparchē) of Israel’s 
national redemption, pointing to future restoration. Their blamelessness reflects imputed 
righteousness, not sinless perfection. 
 
 
--- 
 
6–7. “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel…” 
 



This “everlasting gospel” (euangelion aiōnion) is the eternal truth that God is Creator and 
Judge—calling all to fear Him and give glory. It does not contradict salvation by grace but 
extends the universal call to worship the true God as the hour of judgment nears. Even amid 
wrath, divine mercy still invites belief. 
 
 
--- 
 
8. “And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen…” 
 
Babylon symbolizes the world’s religious and commercial corruption (to be detailed in chapters 
17–18). The double phrase “is fallen” (epesen epesen) stresses certainty. God’s judgment on 
worldly pride assures believers that rebellion cannot prevail. 
 
 
--- 
 
9–11. “If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark…” 
 
The third angel warns of irrevocable judgment for those who align with the Beast. “Tormented 
with fire and brimstone” describes eternal separation from God, not temporary chastening. Yet 
this warning addresses unbelievers who willfully reject the gospel, not those sealed by God’s 
grace. Believers cannot incur this fate; their salvation is eternally secure (John 10:28). 
 
 
--- 
 
12–13. “Here is the patience of the saints… Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord…” 
 
Believers endure by faith, trusting God’s promise despite persecution. “Patience” (hypomonē) 
reflects steadfast dependence, not earning salvation. Verse 13 assures eternal rest for the 
faithful—“their works do follow them” signifies reward, not proof of salvation. Death for the 
believer is blessed gain, not defeat. 
 
 
--- 
 
14–16. “And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of 
man…” 
 
Christ appears with a golden crown (stephanos chryseos) and sharp sickle, symbolizing 
readiness to harvest the righteous. This harvest pictures the gathering of saints at the end of 
tribulation. The “earth was reaped” indicates completion of redemption—grace preserved them 
amid judgment. 



 
 
--- 
 
17–20. “And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven…” 
 
This second harvest symbolizes judgment upon the wicked. The “great winepress of the wrath 
of God” (lēnos tou thumou tou Theou) represents divine vengeance. The imagery of blood 
reaching “unto the horse bridles” portrays catastrophic slaughter at Armageddon. God’s wrath is 
holy, not impulsive—executed after prolonged mercy. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Hekaton tessarakonta tessares chiliades (Gk., v.1): “one hundred forty-four thousand.” 
 
Aparchē (Gk., v.4): “firstfruits, initial offering.” 
 
Euangelion aiōnion (Gk., v.6): “everlasting gospel.” 
 
Epesen epesen (Gk., v.8): “is fallen, is fallen.” 
 
Hypomonē (Gk., v.12): “steadfast endurance.” 
 
Stephanos chryseos (Gk., v.14): “golden crown.” 
 
Lēnos tou thumou tou Theou (Gk., v.19): “winepress of the wrath of God.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
Revelation 14 reveals both sides of divine justice: redemption’s triumph and sin’s judgment. The 
Lamb secures His people eternally, while unbelief faces inescapable wrath. God’s message of 
salvation remains “everlasting,” applicable in every dispensation. Even as judgment looms, 
grace offers life. The righteous find rest; the wicked reap ruin. 
 
 
--- 
 



Free Grace Summary 
 
The 144,000 symbolize preserved believers—secure and faithful. 
 
The everlasting gospel affirms God’s universal call to faith. 
 
Salvation is eternal; judgment falls only on the unbelieving. 
 
Works “follow” believers as rewards, not conditions of salvation. 
 
Christ’s harvest of the redeemed affirms final deliverance. 
 
God’s wrath on Babylon and the Beast vindicates His holiness and grace. 
 
Revelation 15 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 15 serves as a prelude to the final outpouring of God’s wrath in the seven bowl 
judgments. The chapter portrays a heavenly scene of victory and worship before the ultimate 
judgments fall. Those who overcame the Beast stand triumphant beside the glassy sea, singing 
the song of Moses and the Lamb. Heaven prepares for divine retribution while emphasizing 
God’s holiness and justice. Before wrath proceeds, grace is remembered—salvation’s victory 
precedes judgment’s completion. 
 
 
--- 
 
1. “And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having the seven last 
plagues…” 
 
The phrase “last plagues” (eschatas plēgas) indicates the completion of God’s judgment 
plan—His wrath reaches full expression (etelesthē). The vision confirms that divine justice has a 
terminus; evil will not endure forever. 
 
 
--- 
 
2. “And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire…” 
 



The “sea of glass” (thalassan hualinēn) reflects God’s holiness and glory—unchanging purity, 
now mingled with fire symbolizing judgment. Those standing on it are victorious believers who 
overcame the Beast and his image through faith, not force. Their harps of God signify 
celebration and peace after trial. 
 
 
--- 
 
3–4. “And they sing the song of Moses… and the song of the Lamb…” 
 
This dual song unites the Old and New Covenant victories—Moses’ deliverance at the Red Sea 
and the Lamb’s redemption through Calvary. The refrain exalts God’s deeds as “great and 
marvellous” and His ways as “just and true.” Every nation will one day acknowledge His 
righteous reign. The redeemed worship not from fear, but from gratitude for eternal deliverance. 
 
 
--- 
 
5–6. “And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in 
heaven was opened…” 
 
The “temple” (naos) is God’s heavenly dwelling where His covenant faithfulness resides. The 
angels emerge clothed in “pure and white linen” (linon katharon lampron), symbolizing divine 
righteousness. Their golden girdles reflect priestly service and glory. This scene affirms that 
judgment proceeds from holiness, not cruelty. 
 
 
--- 
 
7. “And one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials full of the wrath of 
God…” 
 
The bowls (phialas) symbolize rapid, complete outpourings of judgment. The “living creatures” 
(zōa) participate in delivering them, signifying creation’s involvement in divine justice. God’s 
wrath is not uncontrolled rage but measured retribution consistent with His holiness. 
 
 
--- 
 
8. “And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God…” 
 
The “smoke” (kapnos) echoes Exodus 40:34–35, where God’s glory filled the tabernacle. No 
one could enter until judgment was complete—signifying that divine holiness cannot mingle with 
sin until purification is finished. God’s glory demands separation before reconciliation. 



 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Eschatas plēgas (Gk., v.1): “last plagues.” 
 
Etelesthē (Gk., v.1): “was completed, brought to an end.” 
 
Thalassan hualinēn (Gk., v.2): “sea of glass.” 
 
Naos (Gk., v.5): “temple, inner sanctuary.” 
 
Linon katharon lampron (Gk., v.6): “pure bright linen.” 
 
Phialas (Gk., v.7): “bowls or vials.” 
 
Kapnos (Gk., v.8): “smoke, visible glory.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
Revelation 15 shows that before God’s wrath is executed, His righteousness is revealed. The 
redeemed sing before judgment falls, demonstrating that grace always precedes justice. The 
song of Moses and the Lamb celebrates deliverance by faith and anticipates Israel’s future 
restoration. The plagues to come are not vengeance without cause but holiness in action. God’s 
wrath vindicates His truth, while His glory assures ultimate redemption for His people. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
The redeemed stand secure before judgment, eternally victorious. 
 
Their song celebrates grace—deliverance from sin, not achievement through works. 
 
God’s final wrath is consistent with His righteousness and covenant faithfulness. 
 
Judgment never cancels mercy; it completes divine justice. 



 
The temple’s smoke signifies God’s holiness—unapproachable until sin’s reign ends. 
 
The believer’s eternal standing remains untouched; wrath falls only on unbelief. 
 
Revelation 16 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 16 reveals the outpouring of the seven bowl (vial) judgments—the final and most 
severe expressions of God’s wrath during the Tribulation. Unlike previous judgments, these are 
universal, swift, and irreversible. They demonstrate that divine patience has reached its end and 
evil must be purged. Even as judgment intensifies, unrepentant humanity continues to 
blaspheme. God’s justice remains perfect, and believers—already secure in Christ—are exempt 
from His wrath. 
 
 
--- 
 
1. “And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and 
pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.” 
 
The command proceeds directly from God’s throne, emphasizing His sovereign control. The 
“wrath of God” (thymos tou Theou) denotes righteous indignation, not emotional outburst. This 
wrath is directed at unbelief, never at those redeemed by grace. 
 
 
--- 
 
2. “And the first went, and poured out his vial… and there fell a noisome and grievous sore…” 
 
Painful sores afflict those who bear the mark of the Beast. The term “sore” (helkos kakon kai 
ponēron) mirrors the boils of Exodus 9:9–11. The parallel underscores divine 
consistency—judgment on rebellion, mercy to the faithful. 
 
 
--- 
 
3. “And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea…” 
 



The sea turns to blood “as of a dead man.” Marine life dies, representing total corruption of the 
world’s systems. The echo of Exodus’ plagues reminds readers that divine justice vindicates 
righteousness throughout history. 
 
 
--- 
 
4–7. “And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters…” 
 
All fresh water turns to blood, depriving life’s basic necessity. The angel of the waters declares 
God’s justice: “For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets.” The voice from the altar 
affirms, “Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments.” Heaven never 
questions divine fairness—only humanity does. 
 
 
--- 
 
8–9. “And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun…” 
 
The sun scorches men with fire. Instead of repentance, they blaspheme God. The plague 
reverses the blessing of creation; light that once gave life now brings pain. Yet hardened hearts 
remain unchanged—a stark display of spiritual blindness. 
 
 
--- 
 
10–11. “And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast…” 
 
Darkness falls upon the Beast’s kingdom (thronon tou thēriou). Physical darkness mirrors 
spiritual blindness and despair. They “gnawed their tongues for pain” yet “repented not.” 
Judgment exposes rebellion but cannot produce faith—only grace can. 
 
 
--- 
 
12–14. “And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates…” 
 
The Euphrates dries, preparing the path for “the kings of the east.” Demonic spirits performing 
miracles gather world leaders for Armageddon. Their deception unites rebellion for final 
confrontation. This is Satan’s last effort before his downfall. 
 
 
--- 
 



15. “Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments…” 
 
This interjection from Christ urges vigilance. “Keepeth his garments” (tērōn ta himatia autou) 
speaks of maintaining fellowship and readiness, not retaining salvation. The believer’s security 
is settled; this concerns faithfulness and reward. 
 
 
--- 
 
16. “And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.” 
 
Armageddon (Har-Megiddon) means “mountain of Megiddo,” located in northern Israel—a 
historic site of decisive battles. This final gathering epitomizes humanity’s defiance against 
God’s Messiah. 
 
 
--- 
 
17–21. “And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air…” 
 
A voice from the throne declares, “It is done” (Gegonen). Lightning, thunder, and a massive 
earthquake mark the completion of wrath. The “great city” (Babylon) divides, and the islands 
and mountains disappear. Hailstones fall—each about a talent in weight (~75 pounds). Even 
then, men blaspheme. Divine justice concludes history’s rebellion. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Thymos tou Theou (Gk., v.1): “wrath of God.” 
 
Helkos kakon kai ponēron (Gk., v.2): “grievous sore.” 
 
Thronon tou thēriou (Gk., v.10): “throne of the beast.” 
 
Tērōn ta himatia autou (Gk., v.15): “keeping his garments.” 
 
Har-Megiddon (Hebrew, v.16): “mountain of Megiddo.” 
 
Gegonen (Gk., v.17): “it is done, completed.” 
 
 
 



--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
Revelation 16 reveals divine wrath as holy, measured, and final. Each plague answers human 
sin with poetic justice—blood for blood, darkness for idolatry, and destruction for rebellion. Yet 
grace remains visible: believers are spared through the righteousness of Christ. God’s holiness 
requires judgment, but His mercy assures redemption for all who have believed. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
God’s wrath targets unbelief, never His redeemed children. 
 
Each plague vindicates divine justice and answers past persecution. 
 
The interjection in verse 15 reminds believers to remain faithful, not fearful. 
 
Christ’s “It is done” mirrors His finished work at Calvary—redemption completed, now justice 
completed. 
 
Eternal security stands unshaken; believers are not appointed to wrath (1 Thess. 5:9). 
 
Revelation 16 closes the age of rebellion, proving that grace has always been God’s first offer 
and justice His final act. 
 
Revelation 17 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 17 unveils the mystery of “Babylon the Great,” the religious system that dominates 
the world during the first half of the Tribulation. Depicted as a richly adorned harlot riding a 
scarlet beast, she represents spiritual adultery—false religion allied with political power. The 
beast symbolizes the revived empire of the Antichrist, while the woman embodies the unfaithful 
religious unity that deceives nations. Though she appears powerful, her destruction is certain, 
orchestrated by the very rulers who once supported her. God’s sovereignty governs even the 
schemes of evil. 
 
 



--- 
 
1–2. “Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many 
waters.” 
 
The “many waters” (pollōn hydatōn) symbolize peoples and nations (v.15). The harlot’s influence 
is global. She commits “fornication” (porneias) with the kings of the earth—religious compromise 
for political gain. False religion intoxicates the nations, blinding them to truth. 
 
 
--- 
 
3–4. “And I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast…” 
 
The “scarlet beast” (thērion kokkinon) symbolizes the Antichrist’s empire—blasphemous and full 
of deceit. The woman’s rich attire and gold cup portray religious luxury and corruption. The 
outward beauty conceals inward abomination (bdelugmatōn). The alliance between church and 
state is seductive but destructive. 
 
 
--- 
 
5. “And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT…” 
 
The term mystērion indicates a hidden reality now revealed: the end-time religious system 
masquerading as truth but energized by Satanic deceit. “Mother of harlots” describes her 
offspring—spiritual apostasy throughout history culminating in this final form. 
 
 
--- 
 
6. “And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints…” 
 
False religion has always persecuted true believers. Her intoxication with blood reveals 
satisfaction in suppressing the gospel. This is not limited to one institution but describes all 
systems that exalt human merit over divine grace. 
 
 
--- 
 
7–8. “The beast… was, and is not, and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit…” 
 



The beast’s counterfeit resurrection mimics Christ’s. “Was, and is not, and yet is” reflects 
political revival—a kingdom once dead, now restored under Satanic power. The world marvels, 
demonstrating faith in deception rather than in truth. 
 
 
--- 
 
9–11. “The seven heads are seven mountains… and there are seven kings.” 
 
The “seven mountains” may allude to Rome, but symbolically represent kingdoms or empires 
opposing God’s plan. The seventh gives rise to an eighth—Antichrist himself. His destruction is 
certain: “He goeth into perdition” (eis apōleian). 
 
 
--- 
 
12–14. “The ten horns… are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet…” 
 
These ten rulers receive authority briefly and unite under the Beast’s command. They “make 
war with the Lamb,” yet the Lamb conquers because He is “Lord of lords.” Those “with Him” are 
the called, chosen, and faithful—believers eternally secure by grace. 
 
 
--- 
 
15–16. “The waters… are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” 
 
The woman’s universal reach confirms her religious dominance. Yet the very kings who once 
supported her will turn against her—fulfilling God’s purpose to destroy false religion and prepare 
for Antichrist’s sole worship. Evil devours itself under divine decree. 
 
 
--- 
 
17–18. “For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will…” 
 
Even rebellious rulers serve God’s ultimate plan unknowingly. Their unity against the harlot 
fulfills divine sovereignty. The woman, representing the religious capital of deception, will be 
judged completely. God alone rules history’s outcome. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 



 
Pollōn hydatōn (Gk., v.1): “many waters, multitudes.” 
 
Porneias (Gk., v.2): “fornication, spiritual adultery.” 
 
Thērion kokkinon (Gk., v.3): “scarlet beast.” 
 
Bdelugmatōn (Gk., v.4): “abominations, detestable things.” 
 
Mystērion (Gk., v.5): “mystery, hidden truth revealed.” 
 
Eis apōleian (Gk., v.11): “unto destruction, perdition.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
Revelation 17 exposes humanity’s final religious deception—a counterfeit church united with 
political power yet devoid of truth. This global system represents rebellion masked as devotion. 
Its destruction demonstrates God’s intolerance of spiritual hypocrisy and vindicates true faith. 
The believer, sealed by grace, stands apart from such judgment; his salvation rests on Christ 
alone, not any institution. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
The harlot symbolizes false religion that substitutes ritual for redemption. 
 
Her wealth and beauty hide spiritual corruption and bloodshed. 
 
God’s sovereignty directs even the plans of the wicked to fulfill His purpose. 
 
The redeemed are eternally secure—already united with the victorious Lamb. 
 
False religion will fall; only faith in Christ’s finished work endures. 
 
Grace, not religious power, defines the true Church of God. 
 
Revelation 18 – Study Notes 
 



 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 18 details the complete destruction of “Babylon the Great,” the political and 
economic system of the last days. While chapter 17 focused on religious Babylon (the spiritual 
harlot), this chapter portrays the fall of commercial Babylon—the global empire of greed, luxury, 
and material worship. The world mourns its collapse, but heaven rejoices, for divine justice has 
been executed. The judgment demonstrates that worldly wealth and power are fleeting, but the 
believer’s eternal inheritance in Christ remains secure. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–2. “And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven… Babylon the great 
is fallen, is fallen.” 
 
The repetition epesen epesen emphasizes certainty and finality. The angel’s glory lights the 
earth, symbolizing the contrast between divine truth and worldly corruption. Babylon’s fall 
reveals that all human systems opposing God will collapse. Her sins have turned the city into a 
“habitation of devils,” echoing Isaiah 21:9 and Jeremiah 51:8. 
 
 
--- 
 
3. “For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication…” 
 
This “fornication” (porneias) refers to idolatrous dependence on materialism and luxury. 
Merchants and kings alike are intoxicated by wealth and power. The commercial system 
becomes a form of worship, replacing devotion to God with trust in possessions. 
 
 
--- 
 
4–5. “Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins…” 
 
A call for separation reminds believers not to share in Babylon’s values. This command 
(exelthate ek autēs) is moral, not geographical—believers are to reject worldly pride, greed, and 
compromise. God’s people are always secure in salvation, but fellowship purity demands 
distance from corruption. 
 
 
--- 



 
6–8. “Reward her even as she rewarded you… for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am 
no widow…” 
 
Her arrogance mirrors ancient Babylon and Tyre. She glorifies herself and boasts of invincibility, 
yet judgment falls “in one day.” The plagues of death, mourning, and fire show sudden collapse. 
Her destruction fulfills divine justice against pride and exploitation. 
 
 
--- 
 
9–10. “And the kings of the earth… shall bewail her… saying, Alas, alas, that great city 
Babylon.” 
 
Political rulers lament not for righteousness but for their lost wealth and influence. Their 
mourning is selfish—regret over loss, not repentance over sin. Babylon’s fall exposes the 
emptiness of worldly alliances. 
 
 
--- 
 
11–13. “And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her…” 
 
The exhaustive list of goods—gold, silver, fine linen, precious stones—reveals humanity’s 
obsession with excess. Even “the souls of men” are traded, denoting exploitation and human 
trafficking. Commerce without conscience becomes idolatry. 
 
 
--- 
 
14–17. “For in one hour so great riches is come to nought.” 
 
The repetition of “one hour” (mia hōra) stresses rapid judgment. All wealth perishes instantly 
when God intervenes. The merchants and shipmasters mourn, viewing the smoke of her 
burning from afar, terrified yet unrepentant. 
 
 
--- 
 
18–19. “Alas, alas, that great city… for in one hour is she made desolate.” 
 
The lament echoes ancient judgments on Tyre (Ezek. 27). Human glory, art, and commerce—all 
collapse when separated from righteousness. God dismantles every idol of security. 
 



 
--- 
 
20. “Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets…” 
 
Heaven rejoices because justice has been served. The saints are vindicated; their persecution 
avenged. The joy is not cruel but holy—celebrating righteousness finally triumphant. 
 
 
--- 
 
21–24. “And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone… and cast it into the sea…” 
 
The symbolic act recalls Jeremiah 51:63–64—Babylon’s final, irreversible fall. Music, 
craftsmanship, and commerce cease forever. The city’s light goes out; the voice of the 
bridegroom and bride is heard no more. Her deception and bloodshed are ended. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Epesen epesen (Gk., v.2): “is fallen, is fallen.” 
 
Porneias (Gk., v.3): “fornication, spiritual idolatry.” 
 
Exelthate ek autēs (Gk., v.4): “come out of her.” 
 
Mia hōra (Gk., v.10,17): “in one hour, suddenly.” 
 
Lithon megan mylikon (Gk., v.21): “a great millstone.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
Revelation 18 exposes the futility of materialism and human pride. God’s judgment on Babylon 
fulfills every prophecy against self-exalting empires. The world mourns wealth’s loss, but heaven 
rejoices in righteousness. Believers, though living within society, must guard against 
entanglement with its values. Eternal security does not excuse worldliness; it motivates holy 
distinction. 
 



 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
Babylon’s fall marks the end of humanity’s rebellion through wealth and power. 
 
God’s call to “come out” protects fellowship, not salvation—it assumes believers are already 
secure. 
 
True riches lie in Christ, not in possessions. 
 
The world’s sorrow is over loss; heaven’s joy is over justice. 
 
Grace delivers the believer from judgment, but discipline warns against compromise. 
 
All human glory fades; only the Lamb’s kingdom endures forever. 
 
Revelation 19 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 19 reveals heaven’s celebration over Babylon’s destruction, the marriage of the 
Lamb, and the triumphant return of Christ as King of kings. The chapter moves from heavenly 
praise to earthly victory. The redeemed rejoice that God’s justice is complete and His promises 
fulfilled. Christ appears on a white horse, symbolizing righteous conquest, and destroys the 
armies of the Beast. This chapter marks the climax of history—grace fully vindicated, evil finally 
overthrown, and the eternal reign of Christ about to begin. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–3. “And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia…” 
 
This is the only place in the New Testament where “Alleluia” appears. The multitude praises 
God for His true and righteous judgments. The smoke of Babylon’s ruin rises forever, signifying 
the permanence of her destruction. Heaven’s worship contrasts the earth’s mourning in chapter 
18—what the world laments, heaven celebrates. 
 
 
--- 



 
4–5. “And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped God…” 
 
The elders (representing the glorified Church) and the living creatures (angelic beings) join in 
unified worship. A voice from the throne calls all God’s servants to praise Him—salvation 
culminates in adoration. Worship is the eternal occupation of the redeemed. 
 
 
--- 
 
6–8. “The marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.” 
 
The marriage of the Lamb symbolizes the union of Christ and His Church. The “wife” (gynē) 
represents the redeemed, purified through grace. Her fine linen (bysson lampron katharon) 
stands for “the righteousness of saints”—not inherent merit, but imputed righteousness 
expressed in rewarded faithfulness. The bride is already secure in salvation; now she receives 
reward and honor for service. 
 
 
--- 
 
9–10. “Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.” 
 
These guests may include Old Testament saints and Tribulation believers, distinct from the 
Church yet united in praise. John falls in worship before the angel but is corrected—worship 
belongs only to God. “The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy,” affirming that all 
revelation centers on Christ. 
 
 
--- 
 
11–13. “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse…” 
 
Christ returns as the conquering King. His titles—“Faithful and True,” “The Word of God”—affirm 
His deity and reliability. His eyes “as a flame of fire” (phlox pyros) denote omniscient judgment. 
The “vesture dipped in blood” recalls both His sacrifice and the destruction of His enemies. 
 
 
--- 
 
14–16. “And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses…” 
 
The armies represent redeemed saints and angels, clothed in fine linen, symbolizing purity and 
victory. The “sharp sword” (rhomphaia oxia) from His mouth signifies judgment by His word. On 



His thigh and robe is written: “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” Christ returns not as a 
Lamb for sacrifice but as the Lion for conquest. 
 
 
--- 
 
17–18. “An angel… cried… to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven…” 
 
This “supper of the great God” contrasts with the marriage supper—the feast of judgment for the 
wicked. The imagery fulfills Ezekiel 39:17–20, where the slain of God’s enemies become a grim 
feast for the birds. 
 
 
--- 
 
19–21. “And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to 
make war…” 
 
The Beast (Antichrist) and False Prophet lead the nations against Christ but are captured and 
cast alive into the lake of fire (limnē tou pyros). Their armies are slain by the sword of Christ’s 
word. This marks the end of human rebellion and the beginning of Christ’s millennial reign. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Gynē (Gk., v.7): “wife, woman.” 
 
Bysson lampron katharon (Gk., v.8): “fine, bright, clean linen.” 
 
Phlox pyros (Gk., v.12): “flame of fire.” 
 
Rhomphaia oxia (Gk., v.15): “sharp sword.” 
 
Limnē tou pyros (Gk., v.20): “lake of fire.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 



Revelation 19 depicts divine justice fulfilled through Christ’s return. His second coming is literal, 
visible, and victorious. The marriage of the Lamb affirms the believer’s eternal union with 
Christ—salvation completed, fellowship consummated. Judgment of the Beast and False 
Prophet reveals that rebellion will not prevail. Grace and truth reign together: the Savior who 
once came in humility now rules in glory. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
The redeemed celebrate grace, not merit—their righteousness is Christ’s. 
 
The marriage supper honors faithfulness, not qualification for salvation. 
 
Christ’s return secures every promise made to His Church. 
 
The Beast and False Prophet meet eternal judgment; believers share eternal reward. 
 
The Lamb who once died now reigns forever—the believer’s salvation and destiny are sealed in 
Him. 
 
Grace triumphs completely, and justice vindicates God’s holiness. 
 
Revelation 20 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 20 presents the thousand-year reign of Christ, the final rebellion of Satan, and the 
Great White Throne judgment. It transitions from the triumph of Christ’s return to the 
consummation of God’s redemptive plan. The binding of Satan inaugurates the Millennium—an 
era of peace and righteousness. Afterward, Satan’s brief release leads to his eternal doom. The 
chapter concludes with the final judgment of the unsaved dead. Believers, already secure 
through faith, are judged only for rewards, not for salvation. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–3. “And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit… and 
bound him a thousand years.” 
 



The “bottomless pit” (abyssos) is the prison of demonic powers. The binding of Satan (edēsen 
auton) is literal and temporary—he is restrained from deceiving nations during the Millennium. 
The “thousand years” (chilia etē) denote a real period of Christ’s reign on earth. This fulfills Old 
Testament promises to Israel and vindicates divine righteousness before the final eternal state. 
 
 
--- 
 
4–6. “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them… and they lived and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years.” 
 
The seated ones represent Church-age believers, rewarded with co-regency. The “souls of them 
that were beheaded” are Tribulation martyrs resurrected to share the kingdom. “This is the first 
resurrection”—not a single event but a category including all righteous resurrections. “Blessed 
and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection… on such the second death hath no power.” 
Eternal security is complete; no believer will face condemnation. 
 
 
--- 
 
7–9. “And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison…” 
 
Satan’s release tests humanity’s loyalty after a millennium of perfect conditions. Many will still 
rebel, proving that sin originates in the heart, not in environment. The nations “Gog and Magog” 
symbolize worldwide rebellion. Fire from heaven consumes them instantly—God’s final act of 
temporal judgment. 
 
 
--- 
 
10. “And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone…” 
 
Satan joins the Beast and False Prophet in the “lake of fire” (limnē tou pyros). His torment is 
eternal—“day and night for ever and ever.” The word aiōnas aiōnōn emphasizes unending 
duration. Evil’s ruler is permanently defeated. 
 
 
--- 
 
11. “And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it…” 
 
The Great White Throne represents absolute purity and authority. “Earth and heaven fled away,” 
showing judgment occurs outside time and space. This scene concerns the unsaved dead—no 
believer appears here. Those judged here are those who rejected God’s provision of salvation. 



 
 
--- 
 
12–13. “And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God…” 
 
The “books” contain deeds; the “book of life” (biblion tēs zōēs) records those redeemed by faith. 
Since these individuals are judged “according to their works,” they face righteous 
condemnation—works cannot save. Their deeds expose guilt but cannot erase sin. 
 
 
--- 
 
14–15. “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.” 
 
Death and Hades (thanatos kai hadēs) symbolize the final end of mortality and sin. The “second 
death” (thanatos deuteros) is eternal separation from God. Yet for believers, Christ’s promise 
stands firm: “He that liveth and believeth in me shall never die” (John 11:26). The security of 
eternal life is grounded in His finished work, not in performance. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Abyssos (Gk., v.1): “bottomless pit.” 
 
Edēsen auton (Gk., v.2): “bound him.” 
 
Chilia etē (Gk., v.2,4): “a thousand years.” 
 
Limnē tou pyros (Gk., v.10): “lake of fire.” 
 
Aiōnas aiōnōn (Gk., v.10): “for ever and ever.” 
 
Biblion tēs zōēs (Gk., v.12): “book of life.” 
 
Thanatos deuteros (Gk., v.14): “second death.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 



 
Revelation 20 affirms God’s sovereign control from beginning to end. The Millennium 
demonstrates perfect government under Christ; the final rebellion exposes humanity’s need for 
grace. The Great White Throne judgment vindicates God’s justice and silences every excuse. 
Believers, having part in the first resurrection, are forever free from condemnation—secure in 
Christ’s righteousness. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
The binding of Satan inaugurates Christ’s literal kingdom on earth. 
 
The first resurrection includes all believers—secure and blessed eternally. 
 
The second death touches only the unsaved; believers are exempt forever. 
 
Salvation is by grace through faith alone; judgment by works applies only to unbelievers. 
 
The Millennium reveals God’s mercy; the Great White Throne reveals His justice. 
 
Eternal security stands unshaken—those in Christ can never face the second death. 
 
Revelation 21 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 21 unveils the eternal state—the new heaven, new earth, and New Jerusalem. All 
sorrow, sin, and death are gone forever. God dwells personally among His redeemed, fulfilling 
the promise of eternal fellowship. The Bride, the New Jerusalem, symbolizes the glorified 
people of God, adorned with splendor and holiness. The chapter portrays not merely a place but 
a perfected relationship—heaven’s essence is God’s presence. Every believer’s eternal security 
and inheritance are fully realized. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–2. “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth… and I John saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem…” 
 



The “new” (kainos) signifies qualitative renewal, not mere replacement. The old creation passes 
away, purged of sin. The “holy city” represents both literal and symbolic reality—an actual 
dwelling and the perfected community of the redeemed. “Prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband” depicts beauty and fellowship, not an institution. 
 
 
--- 
 
3–4. “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men… and God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes.” 
 
Heaven’s supreme joy is God’s presence (skēnē tou Theou meta tōn anthrōpōn). The word 
skēnē (tabernacle) recalls God’s dwelling among Israel, now eternal and unrestricted. Death, 
sorrow, crying, and pain vanish forever. Redemption culminates in restored relationship, not 
mere relief from suffering. 
 
 
--- 
 
5–7. “Behold, I make all things new… He that overcometh shall inherit all things.” 
 
God’s declaration “It is done” (Gegonan) parallels Christ’s “It is finished.” The overcomer—every 
believer (cf. 1 John 5:4–5)—inherits all blessings of eternal life. The “Alpha and Omega” 
assures permanence; what He begins, He completes. The invitation “I will give unto him that is 
athirst” recalls free grace salvation—no cost, no conditions. 
 
 
--- 
 
8. “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable…” 
 
This list characterizes the unredeemed, not believers. Their portion in the “lake which burneth 
with fire and brimstone” (limnē tē kaiomenē puri kai theiō) is the “second death.” The distinction 
is absolute: those who believed possess life forever; those who rejected it face eternal 
separation. 
 
 
--- 
 
9–11. “Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife…” 
 
The angel reveals the New Jerusalem—resplendent “having the glory of God.” Its brilliance 
(phōstēr autēs homoios lithō timiō) outshines any jewel. This is the corporate bride—the Church 



glorified, not a mere structure. Her beauty reflects Christ’s righteousness, freely imputed, not 
earned. 
 
 
--- 
 
12–14. “And had a wall great and high… twelve gates… and twelve foundations.” 
 
The gates bear the names of Israel’s tribes, the foundations those of the apostles—uniting Old 
and New Testament saints in one eternal family. The wall symbolizes security, not exclusion; 
salvation is secure, never threatened again. 
 
 
--- 
 
15–17. “And he measured the city… twelve thousand furlongs…” 
 
The city’s cubic form mirrors the Holy of Holies—perfect symmetry symbolizing divine 
perfection. Its vastness emphasizes inclusiveness and sufficiency for all the redeemed. 
 
 
--- 
 
18–21. “And the building of the wall of it was of jasper…” 
 
The gemstones and gold describe radiant purity. Transparent gold (chrusion katharon) signifies 
holiness without flaw. The splendor portrays the glory believers share in Christ—reflecting His 
beauty forever. 
 
 
--- 
 
22–23. “And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of 
it.” 
 
No temple is needed because God Himself dwells with His people directly. “The Lamb” (to 
Arnion) remains central—redemption is never forgotten, even in eternity. The city’s light is 
Christ’s presence; no sun or moon is needed. 
 
 
--- 
 
24–27. “And the nations… shall walk in the light of it… and there shall in no wise enter into it 
any thing that defileth.” 



 
The “nations” may refer to redeemed peoples of all ethnicities in resurrection glory. Only those 
written in the Lamb’s book of life (biblō tou zōēs tou Arniou) inhabit it. The emphasis is eternal 
purity and everlasting security—sin will never return. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Kainos (Gk., v.1): “new in kind or quality.” 
 
Skēnē tou Theou meta tōn anthrōpōn (Gk., v.3): “the dwelling of God with men.” 
 
Gegonan (Gk., v.6): “it has come to pass, it is done.” 
 
Limnē tē kaiomenē puri kai theiō (Gk., v.8): “lake burning with fire and brimstone.” 
 
Phōstēr autēs homoios lithō timiō (Gk., v.11): “its radiance like a precious stone.” 
 
To Arnion (Gk., v.22): “the Lamb.” 
 
Biblō tou zōēs tou Arniou (Gk., v.27): “book of life of the Lamb.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
Revelation 21 reveals the ultimate fulfillment of redemption—God dwelling eternally with His 
people. Salvation’s purpose is relational restoration, not mere rescue from judgment. The 
believer’s security is permanent, anchored in the Lamb’s finished work. The new creation 
reflects perfect harmony between God and His redeemed—a cosmos without corruption or 
curse. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
Eternal life culminates in eternal fellowship—God with His people forever. 
 
The “new” creation is grace completed, not effort rewarded. 



 
The overcomer is every believer; inheritance is guaranteed by grace. 
 
The “second death” has no claim on those written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
 
The city’s radiance reflects Christ’s righteousness imputed to all who believe. 
 
Heaven’s glory is not earned but gifted—forever secure in the Lamb’s presence. 
 
Revelation 22 – Study Notes 
 
 
--- 
 
Contextual Summary 
 
Revelation 22 concludes both the book and the entire biblical canon with the vision of paradise 
restored. The river of life flows from God’s throne, symbolizing eternal blessing and communion. 
The tree of life reappears, confirming complete redemption from the curse introduced in 
Genesis. The redeemed enjoy eternal fellowship, service, and worship in perfect holiness. 
Christ’s final promises—“I come quickly”—affirm His imminent return. The chapter closes with 
invitation, assurance, and eternal grace: salvation is freely offered, fully secure, and forever 
satisfying. 
 
 
--- 
 
1–2. “And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal…” 
 
The river’s source—the throne of God and the Lamb—signifies divine life and blessing flowing 
eternally. “Water of life” (hydōr zōēs) pictures continual satisfaction, not temporary refreshment. 
The tree of life (xylon zōēs) lining both sides of the river bears twelve fruits—perpetual provision 
and healing for the nations. The curse is gone; creation’s restoration is complete. 
 
 
--- 
 
3–5. “And there shall be no more curse… and his servants shall serve him.” 
 
The “curse” (katara) of Genesis 3 is permanently abolished. Service (latreuousin autō) in 
eternity is joyful worship, not labor. Believers see His face—intimate fellowship without fear or 
distance. “His name shall be in their foreheads” expresses ownership and eternal identity in 
Christ. There is no night or need for light—the Lamb’s glory illuminates all. Reigning “for ever 
and ever” (eis tous aiōnas tōn aiōnōn) underscores eternal security and shared dominion. 



 
 
--- 
 
6–7. “These sayings are faithful and true… Behold, I come quickly.” 
 
Christ’s promise affirms certainty and imminence. “Quickly” (tachu) means suddenly, without 
delay when the appointed time arrives. The blessing on those who “keep the sayings” 
emphasizes obedience rooted in gratitude, not conditions for salvation. 
 
 
--- 
 
8–9. “I John… fell down to worship before the feet of the angel…” 
 
John’s awe leads to misplaced worship, but the angel rebukes him: “Worship God.” Even in 
visions of glory, the focus remains on the Creator, not creation. True worship belongs only to 
Him. 
 
 
--- 
 
10–11. “Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book…” 
 
Unlike Daniel’s sealed prophecies, Revelation’s message remains open for all to read. Verse 11 
describes fixed eternal destinies: those who reject truth persist in unrighteousness; those who 
are righteous remain righteous forever. The believer’s standing is permanent—secured by 
Christ’s finished work. 
 
 
--- 
 
12–13. “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me…” 
 
Christ’s return includes reward (misthos) for faithful service. The “reward” concerns works, not 
salvation. As “Alpha and Omega,” He is both the origin and fulfillment of redemption; nothing 
lies outside His sovereign control. 
 
 
--- 
 
14–15. “Blessed are they that do his commandments…” 
 



A better translation, following textual context, reads “Blessed are they that wash their robes” 
(plunontes tas stolas), referring to cleansing through Christ’s blood. Access to the tree of life and 
the city’s gates belongs only to the redeemed. Those “without” are the unregenerate—excluded 
by unbelief, not by loss of salvation. 
 
 
--- 
 
16–17. “I Jesus have sent mine angel… I am the root and the offspring of David…” 
 
Christ’s dual title declares His deity (“root”) and humanity (“offspring”). The “bright and morning 
star” symbolizes hope and the dawn of eternal day. The Spirit and the Bride together cry, 
“Come”—an invitation for all to believe. “Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely” 
(dorean)—a final affirmation of free grace. Salvation remains an open gift to all who will receive 
it. 
 
 
--- 
 
18–19. “If any man shall add unto these things… or take away…” 
 
This warning defends the integrity of God’s revelation. The threat applies to unbelievers who 
distort Scripture’s message, not to believers who may misunderstand it. Eternal life is never lost; 
the warning guards truth, not grace. 
 
 
--- 
 
20–21. “Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you all.” 
 
The closing verses unite promise and prayer. Christ’s final words—“Surely I come quickly” (nai, 
erchomai tachy)—affirm certainty and urgency. The believer’s response, “Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus,” expresses longing, not fear. The benediction of grace confirms that salvation begins and 
ends with unearned favor. 
 
 
--- 
 
Koine Greek Linguistic Notes 
 
Hydōr zōēs (Gk., v.1): “water of life.” 
 
Xylon zōēs (Gk., v.2): “tree of life.” 



 
Katara (Gk., v.3): “curse.” 
 
Latreuousin autō (Gk., v.3): “they shall serve Him.” 
 
Tachu (Gk., v.7): “quickly, suddenly.” 
 
Misthos (Gk., v.12): “reward, recompense.” 
 
Plunontes tas stolas (Gk., v.14): “those who wash their robes.” 
 
Dorean (Gk., v.17): “freely, as a gift.” 
 
Nai, erchomai tachy (Gk., v.20): “Yes, I come quickly.” 
 
 
 
--- 
 
Doctrinal Insight 
 
Revelation 22 completes the story of redemption: paradise lost in Genesis is now paradise 
restored. The curse is removed, fellowship is eternal, and grace is everlasting. The believer’s 
salvation is secured forever, founded on the unchanging Word and the unending presence of 
Christ. All prophecy points to Him; all history culminates in His return. 
 
 
--- 
 
Free Grace Summary 
 
The water of life is offered freely—salvation by grace alone, without condition. 
 
The curse is gone forever; believers live in unbroken fellowship with Christ. 
 
The invitation “Whosoever will” extends universal opportunity, not universal salvation. 
 
Rewards differ, but eternal life is the same for all who believe. 
 
The final words of Scripture affirm grace: from beginning to end, redemption is God’s work. 
 
Eternity is secured—not by perseverance of man, but by the faithfulness of the Lamb. 


